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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, OLLIE B, STARKEY
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Le-
donia, in the county of Fanmn and Sta,fe of
Te;ms have invented a new and useful Rail-
Joint, of which the following is a specification.

Thls invention relates to rail-joints of that
class in which a single fish-plate constitutes
the locking device by means of which the j joint

between the meetmﬂ* ends of two rails is ef-

- fected without the use of bolts or other con-
necting means; and it has for its object to pm-

vide a device of this class which shall be sim-
ple in construction and effective in operation
and by the use of which the connection be-
- tween the meeting ends of the rails may be
effected without the necessity of throwing the

rail which isto be placed in position very mueh
out of line with the-rail which has already
been placed in position. These objects are
attained by the improved construction of the
sald joint or connecting device, which will be

hereinafter fully descr 1bed end paltleulmly'

- pointed out in-the claims.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
& view showing the meeting ends of two rails

connected by my 1mp10ved joint, the latter

being shown in plan and the rails in section

| horlzontally through the web thereof. Fig.
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. .' "

- thesame.

“necting device.

218 a-similar view Showmﬂ the end of one rail

in position and shewmﬂ'the other rail turned
- to the position which it occupies while being

placed in engagement with the joint or con-
Ifig. 3 is a perspective view
showmo my impr oved joint or connecting de-
vice and one end of arail prepared to receive

line  z in Flﬂ' 1.
Corr espondmw parts in all the figures are

indicated by like characters of reference
My improved rail-joint is composed of a
plete or bar 1, which may be termed a ‘¢ fish-

~ plate,” and the outer edge of which isprovided
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with a flange 2, edepted to extend over and
to rest upon the flanges at the meeting ends
of therails to be conneeted by the 30111L The

- fish-plate or bar 1 is provided at its ends, on

the side opposite to the flange 2, with arms or

0 extensions 3 3, forming hoeks fl"Olll the outer

ends of which bmekete 4 4 are extended out-

-~ wardly in the direction of the length of the

|

Fig.4isatransverse sectional view
taken throueh the joint and one rail on the

1

‘arms and the fish-plate or bm 1 are formed
| -'6e o
The rails 8, which are to be eonneeted by

posing sides of the bar 1 and brackets 4 being
just sufficient: to accommodate the web 5 of a
rail. The outer sides of the hooks or arms 3.

may be slightly beveled, asshown at 6, andat
the meeting points or corners between said

vertical recesses 7.

my nnploved joint, are prepared to be en-
gaged therewith by forming slots 9 vertically

in the webs of said rails, near the meeting

ends thereof.  The side of that portion of

the web 11 which forms the outer wall of the

. bel o ﬁsh_p]a,te, the distance between the op= .
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slot 9'1s beveled on both sides, as shown at
12 12,80 as to form an edge 13 adapted to

readily understood by reference to Fig. 2 of
the drawings.

ready been placed in position..

enn‘eﬂe in the recess 7 at the ad;101n1n0' end
of the Joint. | - -
The operation of my invention will be-
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The bar or fish-plate is ad-
-justed wit_h the hook at one of its ends en-
| gaging the slot of the rail 14, which has al-
' The rail 15,
with which connection isto be made, is swung
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at 1ts free end in an outward direction until

the end of the projecting bracket 4 may be

inserted into the slot 9, the adjacent beveled
'portlon of the web renderi ing it unnecessary .
to swing the said free end. of the rail very

far in an outward direction. Assoon as the

bracket 4 enters the slot 9 of rail 15 the lat-
ter may be restored to the longitudinal, and

the locking of the joint will thus be effeeted
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the beveled ends of the webbing of the two"_ o
rails being accommodated in the space be-

tween the hooks or arms 3 of the fish-plate,

while-the latter and the brackets 4 will be
disposed on opposite sides of the web, thus

gc -

holding the rail ends together, as Wlll be__-'

- plamly seen in Fig. 1.

Having ‘thus descubed my. mventlen 1

,elelm and desire to secure by Lettels Patent

of the United States—

95

- 1. In a rail-joint, the bel or fish- p]ate hav- -

ing laterally -extending arms at the ends
thereof said arms belnﬂ provided with out-

war dlynextendlnn‘ br aekets said brackets be-

100

ing beveled upon their sides or faces oppos-.
ing the face of the ﬁsh—plete substentlelly as

_Set forth.

2, In elell -joint, a fish-plate ]mvmﬂ‘ 1&tel~ o
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ally - extending arms at the ends thereof,
brackets extending outwardly from said
arms, and vertical recesses formed at the
meeting corners of said brackets and the ends
of the fish-plate, substantially as set forth.

3. In a rail-joint, a fish-plate having later-
erally -extending arms at the ends thereof,
brackets extending outwardly from said
arms, and vertical recesses formed at the
meeting corners of said brackets and the ends
of the fish-plate, in combination with the rail

T T

-

ends having vertical slots in the webs there-
of, the outer walls of said slots being beveled
to form vertical edges, substantially as set
ferth. | |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.

OLLIE B. STARKEY.
Witnesses: | | |
J. P. COPELAND,
J. W. RYMER.
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