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LEVI HOCKMAN, OF MARION, INDIANA.

KITCHEN-CABINET.

SPECIFICATICN forming part of Ixe_.tteré, Patent No. 736,728, dated August 18, 19083.
Avplication filed April 85,1902, Serial No, 104,654, (No model.)

Lo all wilvom it may concern: |
Beit known thatI, LEVI ITOCKMAN,a eitizen
of the United States, and a resident of Ma-
rion, in the eounty of Grant and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and Improved
Kiteheun-Cabinet, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact deseription. |

This invention has for its object to pro-

vide several novel details of construction for

& kitechen-cabinet which render 1t very cons |
-venlent for holding utensils and material

used in cooking and baking, and, further-
more, to provide doors, drawer fronts and
sides, and other parts of the cabinet made of

5 laminated matorial to prevent warping, twist-

ing, and undne expansion and contraction of
sald parts when subjected to changes in hu-
midity of the atmosphere and varying degrees
of temperature. -.
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, as here-
inafter described, and defined in the append-
ed claim. | | | |
Keference is to bo had to the accom panying
arawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective elevation of the
improved kitchen-cabinet. Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse sectivnal view of the same. '
an end view of the lower section of the cabi-
uet, showing the meal-bin pivoted {hereon
and in closed adjustment. Wig. 3 is an en-

larged partiy-sectional detail view showing a
- .35

novel shelf attachment extended from an
end portion of the lower part of the cabinet.
Ifig. 4 is a front side view of the unper end of
o slidable door, showing friction - springs
thereon, which are provided for all the slid-
able doors on the cabinet. Fig. 4* is a per-
spective view of one of the similar novel

guide-rails employed for the support of the

lower edges of the slidable doors on the cabi-
_Fig. 5 is a sectional detail plan view
of adjacent portions of two slidable doors,

showing a dust-proof joint-strip employed as.

a sealing medium between each pair of slid-

. _ ~Fig. 6.1is n frag-
mentary partly-sectional detail view showiug

~a gravity-lateh wlich holds a rockable bin in
~closed adjustment. Tig.7.isa transversesec-

Fig. 2% is

| tional view of a drawerin part, showing an
improved feature of constraction for the

“sides of all the drawers of the cabinet.
3 is a fragmentary detail perspective view

Fig,

showing one of the adjustable shelf-supports . .
employed, and Kig. 9 is a partly-sectional de-
tall view showing one of the jointed conrec-

tions for rockably supporting the meal-bin

‘at one corner of the cabinet, |

The improved kitchen-cabinet in complete
form consists of two main portions, whizh for
convenience may be respectively designated

as a ‘*dresser” A and a “cupboard” B. The

dresser A is an essentially rectangular struc-
ture, preferably made of hard wood and hav-
ing a depth from the front to the rear so pro-
portioned as to permit the cupboard B to be
seated upon the rear portion, leaving a con-
siderable top surface of the dresser exposed in

front of the cupboard. The area exposed on
top of the dresser is oceupied by a non-oxi-

dating pan or sink-basin 10, the flanged
edges «, that extend outwardly at its open
top, being held clamped in place at the rear
side by the overlapped front edge portion of
the top board 11, that is secured upon the
dresser behind the sink-basin 10. _
The end flanges o and also the front flange

at the upper edge of the sink-basin are held

clamped upon the front and end walls of the

dresser A by the cleats 12, which are prefer-

ably in the form of metal strips flat or their
lower sides and convexed on their top suc-
faces, thus affording asecure and neat fasten-
Ing for the basin. Anp extension-shelf 13 is
providad for the dresser A and congists of a
flat platen mounted and secured upon two
similar vracket-arms 14, that are each fur-

ished with a finger member 14*, which has
2 hook ¢ on its free end. | | -

The bracket-arms abut upon either of the
oend walls of the dresser A, as occasion may

require, and the fingers 14 may with advan-

tage be curved down toward their hooked

euds, projecting inward, and the latter have

engagement below studs ¢, which projeet: op-

positely in pairs from the sides of the basin,

each set of the studs being positioned 2t a
proper distance from a respective end wail of

{ the basin, so that when the heoks ¢ engage a
| palr of the studs ¢’ the heels of the bracket-
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arms 14 will be impinged upon the adjaeenﬁ‘.lower -portidn of the top rail 16 rearward of
~end wall of the dresser and the shelf-board

13 be held projected therefrom horizontally.
~ The shelf-board 13 is preferably formed of
““built-up stoek ’—that is, the material con-

- 'sists of wood veneers glued one upon another,
- having the grain of the wood in each veneer

crossing the adjacent one at a right angle,

~ the result being that a board of suitable di-

mensions is afforded which is light, very

strong, and is not liable to warp or split. It

is to be understood, however, that I do not

‘restrict the construction of the shelf-board
to the employment of built-up stock, as it is

feasible tousea metal plate protected against

oxidation, or a piece.of board of sultable size
“may be substituted, the bracket-arms in this:

“case being secured upon the board so as to

- 20

cross the grain of the wood, and thus be
adapted to prevent warping of the material.
in the front wall of the dresser A below

~ the cleat 12, which extends across its upper
~edge, a slot is formed horizontally, into which

25

13 loosely fitted the bake-board 15, which
slides below and has loose contact with the
lower surface of the sink-basin 10, this con-

tact serving to afford support to the bake-

board when it is drawn outward, and as said

- board 15 has sufficient length to permit it to

| 35

extend below the top board 11 it will be ob-
vious that the bake-board may be drawn out
80 as to expose considerable of its area when
required for service, it then having support

upon the lower side of the sink-basin 10.
‘The bake-board 15 may with advantage
be constructed of built-up stock, as explained
with regard to the shelf 13, to prevent its
warping and splitting when affected by damp-

- -ness, heat, and cold, and it may here be stated

50

‘that preferably all portions of the two-part

cabinet having considerable area are prefer-

~ably constructed of laminated wooden mate-

rial. |
At a suitable point below the bake-board

15 a rectangular opening is formed in the
front wall of the dresser A, thus giving ac-
cess to the interior of this portion of the cabi-
net., The opening mentioned is bordered by |

the top rail 16, bottom rail 17, and the up-
right frame members 18 18*, which are por-
tions of the front wall of the dresser, and as

~ a finish for said front wall at the opening

55

therein the molding-strips 18" are secured

thereto, so as to overlap the edges of the top

rail and thestiles or side members 18 182,
Within the chamber into which the open-

“ing in the front wall of the dresser A affords

60

of the top molding-strip
~outor wall of said channe!

access a shelf 19 is held horizontally, so as
to divide the space into two compartments,

 said shelf and the bottom wall 19* of the
dresser providing supports for pans, pots, and

other culinary utensils.

The lower edge of the top rail 16 is ra.b-
beted along the outer side, so as to form a
transverse channel, the overlapped portion

18" becoming the

‘numbered 24 are uppermost.

d. 'The remaining |

the outer channel d is longitudinally grooved
at it¢ transverse center, thus providing an-
other channel d', that is spaced from and par-

allel with the chanmnel d, as shown in Fig. 2.

Upon the upper edge of the bottom rail 17,

.which may be flush with the bottom wall 192,

a novel guide-strip 20 is seated and secured.
As shown in Figs. 2 and 4*, the guide-strip

| 20 is formed of sheet metal pressed into form,

so as to produce two parallel ribs e thereon,

-that are spaced apart.

Two doors 21 22 are furnished to close the
opening in the front wall of the dresser A

partially or entirely, these similar doors hav-

ing two spaced tongues g g’ formed, respec-
tively, on their upper edges, said tongues

having loose engagement within the channels

d d' when the doors are in position. Two
parallel grooves are formed, respectively, in
the loweredges of thedoors 2122, said grooves
being shaped to correspond with the form of
the ribs ¢, and when the doors 21 22 are in

theribse. Henceit will beseon that the doors

21 22 will be independently held to slide in

the opening they occupy, and as they are
of substantially equal width their combined
width is fully equal to the width of the door-

opening, and it is evident that when the doors

are disposed as represented in Fig. 1 they
will close the front of the dresser A. |

- As the doors 21 22 are separated slightly
and 1t 18 essential that they serve as a dust-
proof closure for the opening in the dresser
A, I have provided a joint-strip /i (shown in
Fig. 5) fo seal the crevice between the doors,
said strip being formed of rubber cloth and

‘secured upon one side edge of a door—say

the door 22—so0 that an edge of the joint-strip
may press upon the inner side of the door 21

-and effect a tight closure of the narrow space
| between the doors,

- The doors 21 22 may have small cupped
finger-holds ¢+ formed in their outer surfaces
near one edge of each, as shown in Fig. 1, to
facilitate their slidable movement.

At the right-hand side of Fig. 1 I have
shown a meal-bin 23, held to rock in an open

Space formed to receive i, preferably at the

front right-hand corner of the dresser A.
The space m, that accommodates the meal-
bin 23, is defined at the left-hand side by the
stile 13* and a like style 18°¢, positioned near
the center of the right-hand end wall of the
dresser, the rectangular form and dimensions
of the stile 18¢ adapting it to fill up the cor-
ner when the meal-bin is in closed adjust-
ment, as clearly shown in Fig. 2*, The piv-
otal support for the meal-bin consists of two
pairs of mated leaves 24 25, those designated
as 2o being the lower ones, while the leaves

_ The leaves 25
have each a pintle projected upwardly there-

| from, which pintles are loosely received in
‘Sockets formed in the leaves 24, In Fig. 2*
16 will be seen that the two pairs of pivot

75
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connections for the meal-bin 23 are positioned |
In the same vertical plane, the leaves 25 be-
ing secured, respectively, upon the wall of |
‘the bin that is flush with the end of the

dresser when the bin is closed and g pon said

end wall directly below the bin. Further-

- more, the hinge-leaves secured unon the bin

10

20

are located at the transverse center of the

side of tho bin, to which they are attacned, so

that upon rocking the bin cutward u pon its
pivot-supports when the bin is elosed it will
swing, as does a door, and fully oxpose the
open top for access to the con tents thsreof.

1he meal-bin 23 when closed abnuts at one
side upon the stile 18*, and as a preferred
means for holding the bin in that condition
the novel lateh shown in Figs. 1 and 6 isem-

‘ployed, said latching device comprising a
‘bracket-plate 26*, essentially L.-shaped in

cross-section, said plate having a vertical

- slot in its upper edge, wherein ihe latch-bar

25

‘. 20

26 1s held to rock. The bracket-plate 26 is
secured upon the front wall of the meal-bin
23, which is slotted to correspond with the
slot in the bracket-plate, so that the latch-
bar 26 may rock freely when the bin is in
closed adjustment. '

Upon the upper edge of the end of the
lateh-bar 26, which projects into the meal-
bin, a lateh-hook 7 is formed that will hook

- upon a shoulder n’, formed on the lower edge

‘7° 18 formed.

of the top rail 16, this engagement being au-
tomatically effected by the welght of the outer
end of the lateh-bar, whereon a cross-handle

It will be seen that the act of |

- rocking. the bin 23 toward and in contact
~ with the stile 18* will cause the lateh-bar 26
~ to hook upon the shoulder 7', and this will

. %0

retain the meal-bin closed until the trans-

verse handle n?is lifted, and it is evident |

- that by grasping said eross-handle the latch-

bar may be rocked u pward and immediately
pulled upon, which will rock the meal-bin
outward and laterally to expose its contents.
A tier of drawers 27 is arranged at the rear

. of the stile 18°, and these drawers, which are

~ spaced one from the other, are held to slide

50

. - 'tion of the kitchen-cabinet—-is
- than the dresser A, but equals it in width, |
- and is of such depth from front to rear as
55
- 11 of the dresser.

The cupboard B—that is, the upper sec-
made higher

will pormit it to seat u pon the reartop board

| r. The top piece 28 of the
cupboard and other walls of ‘the same are
preferably formed of built-up stock, as indi-

~cated in Fig. 2.

At a suitable point a vertical partition 28

- 1s erected on the bottom wall 28° of ‘the cup-

board, thus affording a main compartment,
which may be at the right ov left side of said

.. bartition and which is subdivided by the con.

63

tral horizontal partition 23°% a8 shown in Fig.
1. The two equal portions of the main com-

- Dartment formed above and bolow the hori-

‘in the end wall of the dresser and miay con-
- tain dried fruits or various groceries used in
the preparation of food. “

sition of the brackets,

each on the top edge of
‘being bowed upwardly, so that their centers
- will press against the bottom of the channels
‘they occupy and hold the doors 21 29 29 from

zontal partition 28° may each be provided
with one or more shelves 28%, said shelves be-
ing supported in planes parallel with the

70

horizontal partition 28¢ and bottom wall 28°

by changeable brackets 0. (Shown best in
KFig. 8.) Thesimilar brackets o are each bent
from wire that is formed as a ring o' at one
end, thence is turned up at a right angle to

said ring and again at a right angle from the

upper end of the upright portion o, thus at-
fording a shank 0? that projects away from

75

and in a plane parallel with that of theringo’.

At proper intervals apart a series of perfo-

rations 0° ig formed in the upright partition

a3 which receive the shavks o2, and thus the
bracket-rings o' are supported horizontally
to in turn afford support for the shelves 28¢,
and 1t will be seen that by changing the po-
50 as to locate the
shanks 0 in appropriate perforations 03, the
shelvesmay be arranged in the compartments
of the cupboard at desired points in horizon-
tal positions, |
1'wo pairs of doors 29, similar in form and
construction to the doors 21 22, are held to
slide at the fronts of the two main compart-
mentsin the cupboard B, these doors having
tongues that engage within grooves formed
in the lower sides of the top piece 28 and par-

tition 28°, similar to the ehanneis d d' in the

top rail 16 of the dresser A. -

Upon the bottom wall 28° a guide-strip 20?,
similar to the guide-strip 20, is secured near
the front edge thereof, and a like strip 20V is
aflixed upon the upper side of the partition
28%, above the grooves therein, so that the

30

Q0

95

too

doors 29, that are grooved in their lower -

edges to receive the ribs on the gulde-strips

20* 20°, may in an obvious manner be en-
‘gaged with the grooves and ribs, and thus be
“held to slide and open or close half portions

ot each of the main compartmentsin the cup-
board.

All the doors 21, 22, and 29 are provided
with friction-springs, such as appear at 30in

Fig. 4, these springs being formed of pairs of

resilient strips of metal, held by one end of
a door, the springs

accidentally opening or closing.

T'he portion of tha cupboard B at the left-

hand side of the partition 288 is, like the
other portion, subdivided by a horizontal par-
tition 28¢, (shown in Fig. 2,) and in the lower

division of the cupboard, at the left-hand
‘Slde thereof, a plurality of drawers 31 are held

to slide, these drawers alfording convenient
receptacles for sugar, spices, tes Oor coliee,
and any other material needed in the prepa-
tion of food, or they may be utilized to hold
knives, forks, and spoons ordinarily used in
the kitechen. ' ' | o

105
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. The drawers 31, as-well as the drawers 27 ; -

nave their side walls recessed longitudinally

| on their exterior surfaces, as clearly shown .
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row ribs sat the upper and lower edges of the
sides of the drawers. It will be evident that
the provision of recessed sides for all the
drawers. reduces thejp [riction on their lat-
eral supports, and as the body of the mate-
rial formin 2 the sidesis considerably reduced

~1n’'bulk these parts of the drawer shrink but

10

_15

20

25

slightly, and thus maintain a neat fit with-
out regard to changes in degree of hu midity
or temperature. |

Above the partition 28 IS & compartment
52, wherein towels op other linens may be
held neatly folded, and on the left-hand end
wall and rear wall of the cupboard within the
compartment 32 hooks 7 in suificient num-
ber are heid projected therefrom and are
adapted to support baking implements oy any
large cooking utensils that cannot be held in
the drawers,” The compartment 32 may be
closed by means of g door having a mirror 33

- as its front surface, said door being hinged,
80 as to swing to open and close it, and any |
suitable cateh may be provided for holding

1t ClOS@d.‘

Slight changes in the proportion and ap- |

rangement of the details of the Invention may

-ab rin Fig. 7, such recesses producing nar-

be made within the scope of the claim, |

LN
-‘.
'I_. ;
e
..
.

| Hence I do not restrict the construction to the

oxact form and proportion of parts shown.
Having thus deseribed my invention, ]
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |
A kitchen-ea,_binet, comprising a dresser
provided at the upper forward part thereof
with a substantially rectangular pan hav-

| ing 011tward]y-pro,jecting supporting-flanges

at the sides and ends thereof, a top board

for closing the upper rearward part of the

dresser, said board having its front edge por-
tion clamping the innermost side flange of the
pan, and cleats fastened upon the remaining
flanges of the pan, sald pan being provided
with inner studs, and a shelf having bracket-
arms for abutting an end wall of the dresser,
sald arms being provided with finger mem-

70

35

40

45 .

bersadapted for detachable engagementwith

said studs.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, |

LEVI IIOCKMAN.

Witnesses:
- FrANK Srour,
- JAMES F. CHARLES.
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