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SEPLECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 736,442, dated August 18, 1903,
| - Application filed April 9,1903. Serial No. 151,837, (No model.) .

o all whonv it muai concern:

Be it known that I, EDWIN PRATT, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Kankakee,
in the county of Kankakee and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and nse-
ful Improvementsin Hat and Coat Racks, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that elass of racks

~which are supported on walls so as to pro-

vide a horizontal and basket-like tray or shelf
on which hats, bundles, and the like may rest,
as well as depending hooks on which coats
and other articles may hang; and it consists
in certain peculiarities of the construction,
novel arrangement, and operation of the va-
rious parts thereof, as will be hereinafter
more fully set forth and specifically claimed.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a hat and coat rack which shall be

simple and inexpensive, readily constructed,

efficient,and & perfectly-operating rack of the
character above named. |

A further object is to so construct the rack
that the hooks thereof may be turned or fold-
ed 80 as to lie on the upper surface of the
tray, thus allowing a number of racks to be
packed- closely together, so as to economize
in the amount of space in shipping the racks.

Otherobjects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be disclosed in the subjoined descrip-
tion and explanation. | |

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
it, referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which— |

Figure 1 is a front view in elevation of a
Fig. 2 is an
end view thereof, showing it secured to a wall.
Fig. 3 is a detached perspective view of one
of the hooks. Fig. 4 isa similar view of a se-
curing-plate; and Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional
view of the rack, showing the position to
which the hooks may be turned for the pur-
pose of economizing space in packing or ship-
ping.

Like numerals of reference refer to corre-

sponding parts throunghoutthedifferent views
of the drawings. _

The reference-numerals 10and 11 represent
the end brackets, which may be made of any
suitable size, form, and material, but pref-

| erab]y of the shape or design shown in Fig..

2 of the drawings. The inner end of each of
the brackets or that end thereof adjacent to
the wall or support is provided with a plate
12, having openings 13 at its top and bottom
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to receive screws or nails to secure it to the

support. The outer ends of the brackets 10
and 11 are connected together by means of a

rod 14, which usually passes through suitable

openings therein or may be otherwise se-
cured thereto. Kxtending from the lower in-

' ner portion of one of the brackets to a like

part of the other one and fitting in suitable
openings therein or otherwise suitably se-
cured thereto at its ends is a rod 15, which
supports the hooks 16, which are preferably
united together, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings. Hxtending longitudinally with the

70

rods 14 and 15 and secured at their ends to

the lower members 17 of the end brackets are

a series of wires or flat strips of metal 18, and.

secured at their ends to the rods 14 and 15
are a serles of wires or flat strips of metal 19,
which lie parallel with one another and pass
over and under alternately the longitudinal
wires or strips, thus forming meshes and in-
terlocking one series of wires or strips with
the other. At about the middle of the rod 15
is loosely mounted a securing-plate 20, which
is provided atits lower end with a loop 21 to
surround said rod and has openings 22 for the
reception of nails orscerews to secure it to the
wall. By loosely mounting this plate on the
rod 15 1t is apparent that it may be slid there-
on, so as to be placed in alinement with a stud
or uprightin the wall in which it is desired to
drive the nails or screws. -

As is clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3 of the
drawings, each of the hooks is made of one
piece of wire and are united to form a gang
or group, which may be turned to the position
shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings all at one
time. Hach of these hooks comprises two di-
verging members 23 and 24, the former of
which is bent at its upper end to form a loop
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25 to embrace the rod 15, on which they are

mounted. Theupper portion of the member
24 18 entwined. with the upper portion of the
member 23 of the hook adjacent thereto, but
below the loop 25 thereon. |
By reference to Fig. 3 of the drawings it

| will be seen that the members 23 and 24 are .
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twisted together, as at 26, and are then bent | tray having means to secure it to a shpport,f

downward, then outwardly and upwardly in
parallelism. | -

From the foregoing and by reference to the
drawings it will be seen and clearly under-
stood that as the hooks are united together

and are loosely mounted on the rod 15 they

may be turned to the position shown in Fig.
5 when it is desired to ship the racks; but
when the rack is secured to the wall, asshown

in Fig. 2, the hooks will depend so that when
‘a coat or other article is hung thereon they

will rest at theéir rear surfaces against the
wall or alongside the same. .

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire {o secure by

Letters Patent, i1s—

1. A hat and coat rack consisting of end

brackets united together at their inner and |

outer ends by means of rods to form a frame,
network secured to and within the frame, and
a series of hooks united together and loosely
mounted on the said inner rod so as to be

turned thereon, substantially as described.
2. The combination with the supporting- |

of a rod horizontally secured to its lower in-
ner portion, a series of hooks loosely mounted
on said rod and united together; each of said
hooks comprising two diverging members
twisted together at their juncture and then
bent downwardly and outwardly and then up-
wardly in parallelism, the upper end of one of
said members being looped around said rod,
and the upper end of the other being twisted
around the looped member of the adjacent
hook, substantially as described. |
3. A hat and coat rack consisting of end
brackets, rods uniting them at their inner and
outer ends to form a frame, network secured 4o
to and within the frame, the brackets extend-
ing above the network to form a box-liketray,
and a series of hooks united together and
loosely mounted on the inner rod so as to be
turned thereon, substantially as described.

" EDWIN PRATT.
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Witnesses: -
CHAS. C. TILLMAN,
A. GUSTATTSON.
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