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Beit-known that I, CI—IARLES A NEEDI—IAM

-;_‘a, citizen of the Umted States,and a. resident
© ... of the city of New York, bor ough of Manhat-
o .. .5 tam, in the eounty and State of New York,
T ;:{.;ff-'_have invented new and useful Improvements
. inBeds,of which the followmg is a full, clear,
e -j;-?._;_f.';l;_and exact deseription.

“ .. being to facilitate treating all portions of a-

- This Invention re]atee to a bedstead espe-
cially adepted for use by invalids, the objeect

‘patient’s body without neeeseltamnw turning

. or otherwise moving the patient’s body in the

“bed. To this end I construct the mattressin
“a number of indepeéndent sections, which are
‘capable of beingindependently placed in and

f,i?:_':_;.'-_'dlsplaced from the bed, such a,d,] ustment be-

| 2_'...--”:;.:'-between the side r:auls of the bed, thus en-

ing effected by moving the section vertically

abling any part.of the mattress to be removed
by dloppmmt down from under the patientor

to be. plaoed in the bed by a reversel of such
ST movement. -

~This speolﬁoatlon is an ereot desouptlon
of two examples of my invention, ,whﬂe the
: olalms define the actual scope thereof.

‘Reference is to be had to.the accompanying

o - '_drawmgs forming a part of this specification,
<o in which similar ohereoters of reference 1nd1-
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cate coueepondlnﬂ' parts in all the views.
‘Figure 1 is a plan view of the mventlon

j.: ' showing parts broken away. Fig. 2is a cross-
. section of the bed, showing one of the mat-

 tress-sections in detail.

tion showing a slight modlﬁeatlon and Fig.
418 a SImllar view ehowmrr the act of remov-

. ing a mattress-section.

Io Hig. 1, a indicates one“end of the bed

whroh may. be taken tobe the head,and b the

two- side rails. Each mattress- eeetlon is made

... . upofa rectan guler marginal frame ¢, prefer-
oo ably of metal, with a motelho lattice or other

" - form of open-work d extendmﬂ‘ across it.
... this frame is placed u pholetel y, (represented
L 45
.. tress-section.

On

at e,) thus forming the main part of the mat-
I prefer in practice to place

syt over the upholetely e a comfortable-section,
..+ of wadding or some other soft fibrous mete-
S rialy (mdma,ted at f,) and then over the whole
2'1'50 13 pleoed a oasmw of sheetmg, (mdleated ab

1

Fw 3 18 & Cross-sec- -

| Invar Ia,bly used.

‘hook his alateh, (indicated at 2.)

) this oasmﬂ' being very much in the nature

'of a plllow -case, eroept that it is open at its

bottom, so as to permit of its being slipped
readlly on and off of the matbrees section.

At one end of each mattress-section and fas- gs
tened to the frame part ¢ thereof is a hook 7,

and on the side rail of the bed opposite said
This latch

may be of any form desired and may be car- .
ried either by the mattress-section or by the 6o
side rail of the bed. According to the form -

here illustrated it is carried by the side rail

of the bed and comprises a curved parts, -
mounted loosely on the side rail,a hook 7%,

~adapted to -engage the frame pern ¢ of the 65 :'

mattress-section, and a thumb- -piece ¢’ to per-

mit the mampuletlon of the latech. The latch

normally holds the mattress-section in posi-

tion, as Fig. 2 illustrates, and to release the -

mettross section the finger-piece ¢> should 70 .
‘be drawn out, as the dotted lines show. It |
“will be observed that the mattress-sections

extend transversely across the bed and may

‘be placed snugly together side by side, thus |
forming an even and continuous bed. To 75

remove any one of the mattress - sections,
the latch 4 should be released, and the end of
the section adjacent to said letoh will then

‘-fdrop by gravity, the hook h finally disengag- |
|ing 1tself from the adjacent side rail of the 8o
;f.bed Thisleaves an openinginthe bed which
enables the body of the patient to be reached,

as mentioned above. To place the mattress-
section back in position, the hook 4 should

first be engaged with the proper side rail and 85 -
‘then the mattress-section moved up and the
latch ¢ placed in operative posmon

It will
be seen that this invention not. only facili-
tates the treatment of a patient.without dis-
turbing him, but it enables the mattress go

| itself to be removed and cleaned thoroughly

or replaced by a fresh one and fresh bed-
clothes supplied without moving the. patient

in any way. The form of the upholsteryeis. =~ ]}
‘immaterial, and so, also, is the matter of ar- 95

ranging the wadding f and covering g, al-
thouo'h 1t will be obeerved that the covering

Y, furmf-;hes a very valuable adjunct to the in-

Ventlon, and in practice 113 W1ll proibably be

. me



If desired, the mattress-section may not be

~ fastened permanently to the frame ¢ d, so as

to be removed therewith, but may be ‘made

separate therefrom, as in dlcated at e’ in Figs..
3 and 4.

In this form of the invention to re-
move a mattress-section the frame ¢ d need
only be lowered, as in Fig. 4, and then the
matiress-section g' may slide off laterally
from the frame. It is also possible, as will
be apparent from the drawings, particularly

- Fig. 4, for the mattress-sections to be first

'dropped as in the view referred to, so as to

clear the patient, and then instead of remov-
ing them from under the bed they may be
dra,wn out over the side rail without disturb-

~Ing the patient in any way.

20

Various changes in the form and details of
my invention may be resorted to at will with-
out departing from thespiritof myinvention.
Hence I consider myself entitled to all forms
of the invention as may lie within the intent
of my claims.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
1. A bed having a botton formed. of a plu-—
rality of mdependently—movable sections, and

- means for removably securing each section in

30

place, said sections being eaoh shorter than
the distance between the side rails and ca-

- pable of dropping down between the side rails

35

4o

of the bed to permit their removal without
disturbing the occupant of the bed.

2.. A bed having a bottom formed of a plu-
rahtyofmdependently-movablesectlon and
means for removably securing each section
in place, said sections being each shorter than
the distance between the 81de rails and capa-

‘ble of dropping down between the side rails

of the bed to permit their removal without

disturbing the occupant of the bed, and said
sections of the bed-bottom being u pholstered

- 80-a8 to form when a,%semhled a continuous

45

o

matiress.

3. Abedhaving its bottom for med of a plu-
rality of mdependently-removable sections,
each being shorterthan the distance between
the side ralls and lying between said rails, a
hook fastened to one end of each section 1:0
engage the adjacent side rail, and a lateh lo-
eated at the other end of eaeh section to re-

733,139

| movably fasten said end of the section to the '

adjacent side rail of the bed.
4. A bed having its bottom formed of inde-
pendently-removable sections, a hook fas-

tened to one end of each section to engage the
‘adjacent side rail, and a lateh located at the

other end of each section to removably fasten

55

sald end of the section to the adjacent side

rail of the bed, said lateh comprising a part

loosely mounted on the side rail, a hook con-

nected with said loosely-mounted part, and
a finger-piece projecting from the hook.

5. Abed, havinga mattress formed of inde-
pendent upholstered sections
placed in the bed, and an independent casing
of relatively llght fabric dropped over eaeh
section of the mattress.

6. A bed comprising the combination with

the side rails of a plurality of independent

sections laid snugly together side by side to
form a continuous bed-bottom, said sections
being shorter than the distance between the:

sald rails and lying in the vertical space be-
tween them, and independent means for re-

leasably sustaining the said sections on the

side rails whereby any one or more of the sec-
tions may be moved independently of the
others downward between the side rails to
form an opening in the bed-bottom without
disturbing the patient thereon.

7. A bed comprising the combination with

the head and foot boards and the parallel side

rails of a plurality of independent sections
lying snugly together side by side and ex-

tending transversely of the bed to form a bot-

tom ronning continuously from head to foot of
thebed andindependent méans forremovably
securing thesaid sectionsin place,eachsection
being capable of independent displacement
by movement downward between.the side

rails of the bed, whereby to form an opening
in the bed-bottom without dlstul‘bmﬂ' the

patient thereon.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |

CHARLES A. NEEDITAM.

Witnesses:
IsaAaC B. OWENS
{VERARD BOLTON MARSHALL
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