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7o all whom it may concerm: |
Be it known that I, HARRY S. COLE, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of

Newtonsville, in the county of Clermont and

State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-

proved Head or Arm-Rest for Crutches, of

which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. | S

This invention relates to eruteches; and it
consists substantially in the construction, or-
ganization, and combination of parts herein-
after particularly described and claimed.-

- The invention has reference more particu-
larly to heads or arm-rests for crutches, and

the principal object of the invention is to pro-

vide a deviece or structure of its kind which

may be readily attached to or detached from
the upper ends or extremities of the uprights
or standards of a crutch and also to provide
such a device with means whereby a comfort-

“able yielding action is derived therefrom in
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the use of the erutch. |
A further object is to provide a device of
the kind referred fo which is simple 1n con-

struction and capable of adjustment to vary-

ing degrees of elasticity, accordingly as may
be required in use, and one also possessing

durability and strength and having the ca-

pacity for long and repeated service. .

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a head or arm-rest for crutches which
is light in weight and comparatively cheap
to manufacture, besides being capable of easy
handling and manipulation, both in the at-
tachment and detachment to or from the
standards or uprights of the cruteh.

The above and additional objects are at-
tained by means substantially such as are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— I '

Figure 11is a side view, partly broken away,
of a head or arm-rest for erutches embodying
myimprovements. Iig. 21isa transverse sec-
tional view taken on the line z « in Fig. 1; and
Fig. 8 is a similar view showing the longitu-
dinal members of the head or arm-rest in sep-
arated condition, thus to illustrate the oper-
ation thereof on the insertion or removal of
the elements or parts contained within the
sheath or outer covering for the device. -

Before proceeding with a more detailed de-
seription it may be stated that in the em-

atthe upper ends of the standards or uprights

bodiment of my invention herein shown I
provide the head or arm-rest for the crutch
with a base of special construction, to which
is attached or secured in any suitable manner
a sheath or outer covering of any desired ma-
terial, which is also of special.construction,
to adapt the same for the reception of an in-
ner elastic tube provided with means for in-
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flating the same with air, said tube being
provided with an inclosing casing for pre-

serving the shape of the tube when the latter
is inflated and which also prevents bursting
of the said tube from undue pressure.

While I have herein represented a certain
preferred embodiment of myimproved device,
it will be understood that I am not limited to
the precise details thereof in practice, since
immaterial changes therein may be resorted
to coming within the secope of my invention.

Specific reference being had to the several
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parts of the drawings by the designating

characters marked thereon, 1 represents the
base of the head or arm-rest for a erutch, the 75
same being constructed of duplicate strips
9 2 of wood or other suitable material having
the proper curvature to conform to the arm-
pit of the user of the deviece, and attached or
secured tothe underside of each of said strips,
as by means of tacks 3 or in any other suit-
able manner, are the longitudinal edges 4 of
a cheath or outer covering 5, which latter is
cut or formed to closely fit the sides of the
said strips 2 2, and also with sufficient full-
ness to form practically a pocket 5*, it being
remarked at this point that the said sheath
or outer covering may be made of rubber,
cloth, leather, or any other desired material.

From the construction thus deseribed it will go
appear that the said duplicate strips 2 2 con-

stitute practically a clamp, and, as shown In
Fig. 1, each stripis correspondingly recessed
at 6, on opposite sides of the longitudinal
center thereof, for the reception of dowels 7
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S 8 of the crutch, and when these dowels are

properly inserted in place between the inner

sides of the said duplicate strips and screws
or other fastening devices 9 are. passed
through openings 10 therefor in the strips and.
properly secured it is apparent that the head
or arm-rest will be firmly fastened in position
at the upper ends of the said standards orup-
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rights. Ifig. 3 indicates the manner of sep-
arating the strips for the purpose of attach-
g or detaching the head or arm-rest to or
from the standards or uprights whenever de-
siredl. -

Contained in the poel{et formed Dy the
sheath or outer covering 5 is arubber or other
elastic tube 11, which is contained in an in-
closing case 12 of canvas or other suitable ma-
terial, which serves to preserve the general
shape of the tube when inflated with air, De-

sides also confining the tube within pre-

scribed limits of expansion and preventing
bursting of the same from undue pressure
within. For the purpose of inflating or de-
flating the inner elastic tube I provide a
valved connection 15, passing through the
base of the head or arm-rest and communi-
cating with the inner inflatable tube after
passing through a suitable opening therefor
in the inclosing casing for said tube. Refer-
ring to Figs. 2 :;md 3, 1L will be seen that 1 also
501]‘1(31]1]1188 employ a closing-flap 14 of any
suitable material for rendering the joint be-
tween the adjacent sides_of-the duplicate
curved strips 2 2 air-tight; but the use of this
flap 1s not necessary in all instances. It is

evident that I may attach or secure the longi-

tudinal edges of the sheath or outer covering
to the under side of the duplicate strips 111
any other desired way from that herein shown,
and it is also apparent that other materials
than those herein specified may be employed
for the construction of the different elements
or parts of the structure, it being added that
I forming the inflated tube and its inclosing
casing the same are given a shape to conform
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to the general curvature of the strips of the
base, by which to give to the structure an

Llastm or yieldable act1011 by which all jar-

ring and soreness to the arm of the useris ob-
VlELtG(] A head or arm-rest of this character
also is less liable to wear out adjacent parts
of the garments or clothing of the user, and
1t possesses a great many 01,.]_1(31' advantages
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over many similar devices hitherto devised -

with like objects in view.

Having thus-described my invention, I
¢laim as new and desire to .su,urg by Leiter&
Patent—

1. An arm-rest for crutches, comprising
duplicate strips, a sheath or casing having 1135
edges passed around and beueatl.l said ‘SLI'IPB
and secured to the under sides of the latter,
these strips being constructed on their inner
faces to receive the upper ends of the stand-
ards of a cruteh, means for securing the strips

together, an elastic tube within said sheath,

and a valved tube for enabling inflation of
sald elastic tube to be effected.

2. A head or arm-rest for erutches, com-
prising duplicate curved strips, movably
Jjoined together in parallelism, means for se-
curing the strips together, a sheath or outer
covering attached to the strips at the lower
edges thereof, an inner inflatable tube, and
an inclosing casing for said tube.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

| HARRY % COILK.

Witnesses:
W. L.
EIrXRY- -H:"'

W ARE,
COLE.
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