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To all whomy T6 My concerr:
Be it known that I, GEORGE HORTON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Austin,

in the county of Potte1 and State of Penn |
sylvania, have invented new and useful Im--
provements in Nail-Holding Devices, of Whlch-

the following is a speclﬁcaﬁmou

My mjmntlon relates generally to new and
useful devices for holding nails to hammers
while being driven, and more particularly to
that class wherein a nail-hold ing device 18 as-
sociated with a hammer-head.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, and effective at-
tachment of the characternamed by means of
which the head of the nail may be held in con-
tact with the side of the hammer-head, where-

by the nail may be started by a blow with the

gide of the hammer-head and at the same time
automatically released from the device by the

- forece of the blow.
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A further object of my invention is to pro-

vide a device of the character specified which
will also act as a guard to the hammer-head
and effectually pr event its becoming loosened
or disconnected from the handle of the ham-
nmer.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated a preferred embodlment of my inven-
tion capable of carrying the same into prac-
ticaloperation,andwhile certain modifications
of form will obviously suggest themselves, yet
they come well within the scope of my inven-

tion as disclosed and claimed; and I do not,

therefore, desire to be limited to the exact con-
struction Eblil(l arrangement shown.

Figure 1 is a mde elevation of a hammer
eqmpped with my invention. Fig. 2is a top
plan. ¥ig. 8 is an enlarged detalled view of
the dewoe removed from the hammer.

Like numerals indicate like parts in the

drawings.

1 designates a piece of wire, which is bent
to form an oblong U-shaped slot, enlarged at
3 to admitof the passing of ascr ew 4, by means
of which one end of the.device is secured to
the handle of the hammer. The ends of the
wire are then carried back on themselves one-

half of the distance of the U-shaped slot, then

reversed and carried in the original direction,
thus forming a double U, and thenee over the
head of the h%mmel a,nd 1nserted in holes 5

i in the end of the hamm er-handle.

[

and into holes in the end of the hammer-

The bend-
ing of the wire in the form suggested and
%h(mn by the drawings is for the purpose of 55
lending resiliency to the entire device, and
more.par ti'cula,rly to the part forming the U-
shaped slot 2, in order that any size of nalls
may be used and that the nail-heads may more
easily slip through the slot 2 when a blow is 6o
struck with the Slde of the hammer-head for
the purpose of starting the nail held in the
slot. The portion forming the U-shaped slot
2 is also slightly bent outwmd from the ham-
mer, as shown at 6, in order that the nails may 65
be more readily placed in the slot. By means
of the serew 4 and the ends 7 being inserted
in the holes 5in the end of the h&mlner-handle
the device is held firmly and securely in place
without other means and in such a manner as
to prevent the hammer-head from slipping
from or being thrown off the handle.
In operation the nails are placed in the slot
2 with the heads thereof resting against the
side of the hammer-head. A .shght blow of
the hammer suffices to start the nail in the
wood and the effect of the concussion is to
release the nail from the U-shaped slot be-
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| cause of the spreading of the wire forming

the slof.

8o
Having thus deseribed my said invention,

‘what I claim as new, and desire to protect by ,

Lette1s Patent, is—
The combma,tlon with a hammer, of a
ml holding device consisting of a wire bent
to form a nail-_reeeiving.slot secured .at the
lower end tothe hammer-handle and with the
upper ends passing over the hammer-head

handle. 00
2. The combmatlon with a hammer, of a .

nail- holdmﬂ device consisting of a wne bent

to form a U -shaped slot secured at the lower

end to the hammer-handle, the ends of the

wire carried back on themselves one-half of
the distance of the U-shaped slot, then re-
versed and carried in the original direction
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forming a double U and thence passing over

the ha,mmel -head and mto holes 11:1 the end
of the hammer-handle.

3. The combination with a hammer of a
nail-holding device consisting of a wire bent
to form a naﬂ holding slot enla,rﬂ'ed at the
lower end thereof, zmd thence bent to form
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a plurality of shorter slots on each side with | to form a U-shaped slot secured at the lower

the ends of the wire projecting over the ham-
mer-head.
4. The combination with a hammer, of a

nail-holding device consisting of a wire bent

into a series of U-shaped slots with the cen-
ter slot extending below the others and se-
cured at the lower end to the handle of the
hammer and with the ends of the wire pro-
jecting over the head of the hammer.

5. The combination with a hammer, of a
nail-holding device consisting of a wire bent
to form a U-shaped slot secured at the lower
end to the hammer-handle, the ends of the
wire carried back on themselves one-half of
the distance of the U-shaped slot, then re-
versed and carried in the opposite direction
forming a double U, thence projecting over
the heﬂd of the hammel

6. The combination with a hammer of a

nail-holding device consisting of a wire bent |

end to the hammer-handle, the ends carried
back on themselves, then 1evelsed and car-
ried in the opposite direction forming a dou-
ble U, thence projecting over the ]1ead of the
hammel |

7. The combination with a hammer, of a
nail-holding device consisting of a wire bent
to form a nml holding slot enlmn‘ed at the
lower end and thence “bent to form a plural-
1ty of shorter slots on each side of the center
slot with the ends of the wire ploJeetnw over
the hammer-head and into holes in the end
of the hammer-handle.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
GEORGE I—_IORTON.

Witnesses:
CHARLES S. LEWIS,
E. B. YARGER.
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