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To all whom it QY COTLCErT:
Be it known that we, SAMUEL SLADE and
ROBERT (OLDSTEIN, citizens of the United

States, residing at Chicago, in the county of

Cook and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in the Art
of Ornamenting Leather and other Like Ma-
terials, of which the followingisa full, ¢lear,
and exact specification.

This invention relates tothe ornamentation

of leather, canvas, and other like material;

and 1t has for its primary object vo produce
on such material alto-rilievo or embossed ef-

fects or the counterpartorintaglioof the same
in a manner whereby the more important fea-
tures or parts of the design or molding may
be composed of a smooth plastic material

through which the leather need not continue

and at the same time produce the effect of -
| approved methods in this art.

these features molded directly in the leather.

There is a demand for decorated leather in -
imitation of the crude skins or hides prepared
by the Indians and other uncivilized tribes
bearing in alto-rilievo the representation of .

igures, &e., as though molded directly

faces,

in the skm or leabher butitis found in prac-

tice to be commercially impossible to accom-

plish this result in reality, because of the dif-

fieulty of molding the leather in such sharp
relief without producing shrinkage and dis-
tortion of the design, and therefore the idea
suggested itself of moldmﬂ' the prluclpal or
more important featuresin papier-maché and
securing the leather around the edges thereof
only; but the seams or laps of the papler-

_miebé disfigure the surface of the design and

for this reason are objectionable, although
the papier-miché combines advantageously
with leather and other like pliable material,
because of its resilient or flexible character
enabling it to bend with the leather without
rupturing. |

In carrying out our invention, therefore,
we compose themore important or pmmlueub
features of the design or figure of a plastic
dough-like substuuce whmh may be readily
molded or otherwise formed into shape and

which will harden upon drying, and with this

plastic material we incorporate the leather as
a background for the design or figure, pret-
erably by the method Whlch will now be de-

scribed, with reference to the accompanying |

in the clmms
In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a 2rOSS Or

 drawings, and more p‘LPBlGuldl ly pomted out
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profile section of a mold and a face in alto-

rilievo with the leather background and pa-

pier-maché backing molded therelu in accord-

ance with our 1uveut1ou and Fig. 2 is a back

view thereof, showing the leather in place,

but the mold empty with the exception of one

' corner thereof, in which is applied the plas-

tic material aud one of the subsequent layers
of the backing. |
The design to be produced as if upon the
surface of the leather or other pliable mate-

6o

rial which is to serve as the background of

the design, is first produced in any suitable

mold 1, Whleh may be composed of plaster,
clay, metal or any other suitable material

and consbructed and prepared according to
The deswu or
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alto-rilievo represented in this exumple s a

face the profile of which appears in Fig. 1,

while-the back or concavity thereof a,ppea,rs
in Fig. 2. After the mold has been prepared
in any suitable way to prevent the material
from sticking thereto the important features

‘of the mold are filled with a paste or dough

2 or any other suitable plastic material capa-
ble of being pressed into the mold and of re-
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taining a smooth desirable surface upon dry-

ing; _but for this purpose we preferably em-
ploy a dough composed of flour paste, whit-
ing, and wood fiber, which are mixed together
to a consistency of bread-dough and kuedded
and rolled until the variouas 1uo*redlents are
thoroughly commingled and ploduee a homo-

geneous mass, Whl(}h becomes smooth upon

dmmh, like plaster-of-paris and other simi-
lar materials, and at the same time possesses

the requisite degree of tenacity or flexibility
to enable it to yield more or less and prevent

itfromrupture. Before the dough 2 is placed
in the mold, however, the piece of leather 3
or other phable materml which is to consti-

Qo
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tute the background for the design is laid in .

the mold after the center thereof has been
cut out on the line 3* around the prominent

features of the design, and a part of the

dough is carried outwardly over the edges of

the lea,ther as shown at 2%, thus forming a

flush joint betweeu the surfaee of the Ieather

and the surface of the dough 2, which is very

ICO
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difficult to detect after the cast is painted, | pliable material are embedded, substantially 40

some of the painting being carried across the
joint onto the leather, which latter also con-
tains or receives some of the minor features
of the design or molding. After the dough
has been bhus lapped over the edges of the
leather 3 a sheot or layer of some suitable
flexible material, preferably asbestos paper
4, is secured to t,he back of the leather, so as to
partially overlap the outer edges of the dough
2, the paper having been previously prepare,d
bysoakingin pasteorsize orothersunitable ma-
terial, causing it to adhere to the leather and
the dough. This béing done, the back of the
cast may be reinforced or backed up by any
desired number of layers of papier-miché 5,
which are gradnally tapered off where they

0\ erlap the leather 3 so that the dough ecast

2 will besurrounded by a reinforece whose ri-
gidity gradually decreases toward the leather
until it becomes practically as flexible as the
leather itself, and hence protects the edges
of the douﬂ‘h cast 2 from being flacbuled

while at the same time avoids the formatlou

of a rigid union between tlle leather and the
deswn or molding.

Ha,vmfr thus deseribed onr invention, what
we clalm as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Theherein-described article of manufac-
ture consisting of a sheet of pliable material
baving an aperture formed therein and a
castmﬂ*ofplastle material protruding through
sald aperture and incorporated with said
sheet, substantially as set forth.

2. T‘he herein-described article of manufac-
ture consisting of a sheet of pliable material
having an aperture therein and a casting of
plastlo material in which the edges of said

as set forth.
3. Theherein-described article of manufac-

ture consisting of a sheet of pliable material
having an aperture therein, a casting of plas-
tie matemal protruding thr 011gh said aperture
and partially overlappmg the back of said
pliable material, and a backing overlapping
and secured to both said plastlc material and
pliable sheet, substantially as set forth.

4. The herein-described article of manufac-
ture consisting of a sheet of material having
an aperture therein, a cast composed of a
plastic material plo;]ectmcf through said aper-
ture and overlapping the back of said pliable
sheet and a flexible backing overlapping said

plastic material and sheet and gradually de-

creasing in thickness outwardly from said
cast, sunbstantially as set forth.

5. The herein-described article of manufac-
ture consisting of a sheet having an aperture
therein, a cast composed of flour, whiting and
fiber projecting through said aperture and
partially overlapping the back of said sheet
and a backing overlapping said cast and sheet

and secured thereto,substantially asset forth.

6. T'he herein-described process of molding
a design on a flexible sheet which consists in
forming the prominent features of a design

of a pldSLlG material; partially overlapping a

surrounding sheet of the flexible material,
and finally securing a backing to the plastlc
material and flexible material so as to overlap
their pointof union,substantially as set forth.
SAM. SLADE.
| ROBERT GOLDSTEIN.
Witnesses:
F. A. HOPKINS,
M. B. ALLSTADT.
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