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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR J. SKINNER a
citizen of the Umtad States of America, re-
siding at Springfield, in the county of Ha,mp-
den and State of Massachusetts,haveinvented
new and useful Improvements in Shoe-Hold-
ing Devices, of which the followingisa %peel-
ﬁcamon

This invention relates to devices for hold-
ing shoes, &c., while they are being polished
or for streteching the same, the object of the
invention being to improve upon the con-
struetion of devices of this character now in
use whereby they may be morecheaply manu-

factured and rendered practically more use-

ful; and the invention consists in the con-
structlon as described in thefollowing speci-
fication, and more partleularly pomted oub
in the claim.

In the drawings fOI‘I]lH]ﬂ" part of this ap-
plication, qure lisa perspeetwe view of a
Shoe—holding device or stretcher embodying
my invention, a shoe being shown in connec-
tion therewith in dotted lines. Fig. 21s a
perspective view of the swinging connection
between the two main parts of the device,

these parts being shown in their separated_
‘relations.

Fig. 3 is a similar view to Fig. 2,
showing a modification of the. conqtructlon

In carrying out my invention in practice I.
provide a rigid supporting-arm a for the shoe

to be attaehed removably or otherwise to a
wall or similar support, the main part of this
arm for a certain distance from  the point of

its attachment to the wallextending horizon- |
tally or substantially at a right angle there-

to and then dipping or curving downwardly,
the extremity of its lower end being finished
off with a tapered head portion b, which is
adapted to fit wedge-like into a similarly-ta-
pered socket in the rear end of a toe-piece c,
which engages the toe portion of the shoe, as

indicated in the drawings, and substantially

fills the same, so as to hold the shoe-upper
properly while being operated upon to clean
or blacken and polish it. At the pointin sald

" arm ¢ where the bend thereof begins a swing-
ing lever d is pivotally suppor ted on a bolt e,
passing centrally through the arm ¢ and sald
lever, this bolt being provided with a thumb-
nut, whereby sald arm and lever may be
clamped together, and so held for supporting
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| a shoe while being Opemted upon as below

set forth. To the lower end of said lever d

a curved heel-plate f 1is pwota,lly hung to 55

swing freely more or less in a plane pa,rallel
with said lever, whereby when said lever is

manipualated to force the outer surface of

said heel-plate against that part of the inner
surface of the shoe upper just above the rear

face shall without any injurious abrading
action 80 act against said shoe-upper as to
draw the toe of the shoe tightly onto said
toe-piece ¢ to the position shown in Fig. 1

| ready to be worked upon for polishing, &e.

Thus it is evident that the entire outer side
of the plate is forced into the position de-
sceribed and shown-in the drawings relative

to said inner surface of the shoe-upper near

the heel, as above described, whereby all dis-
tortion of the part of said shoe-upper so en-
gaged is avoided.. Thus the use of said piv-
oted plate provides against any damage to
the shoe such as 1g llable to be eaused by the
use of a button rigidly fixed on the lower end
of said lever d, as heretofore practiced. IFur-
thermore, the use of said pivoted heel-plate
obviates all danger of tearing or displacing
the shoe-lining agamst Whmh it is forced due

| to its broad engaﬂ'ement therewith and its
automatic adaptation vertically to the inside

of the shoe-upper against which it 1s forced.

In further -explanation of the action of
the heel-piece f in drawing the toe portion
of the upper or vamp tightly onto the toe-
piece ¢ it should be observed that the pres-

sure-lever d projects at its lower end to a

point below the plane of the holding element
b for the rigid .toe-piece c, whereby the ver-

tically-swinging heel-piece f is pivoted at a
point below the plane of the support for the

toe-piece.. By reason of this speelﬁe relation

of the pwotal support for the heel-piece mth_

reference to the support for the toe-piece

'promsmn is made when the stretching pres-

sure is applied to the lever d for dr awing the

vamp downward over the rigid toe-piece, atb

the same time permitting. the heel- -piece 10
remain pel manently in firm contact with the

| counter.

60 I
part of the heel of the shoe said outer sur-
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It is desirable in a device of this character

that the operation of placing the shoe on the
toe-piece and forcibly drawing it on by the
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as follows: At that

manipulation of the lever d and the secur-
ing of said lever rigidly in whatever position
it may be desired should all be capable of
being done quickly and easily and that the
fastening for the leverd to hold it in position

should be of that character which will pre-

vent it from yielding when the required
pressure is applied to the heel-plate f for

drawing the toe-piece c¢ firmly onto the ta-

pered extremity O of said arm o while ad-
justing the shoe thereon. The manner of
fastening said swinging lever to the arm ¢ is
1t point where the arm a
and the lever d are pivotally united their
contiguous surfaces comprise two edge cams
g, as shown in Fig. 2, which are halved to-
gether, the bolt e passing centrally there-
throufrh ~ When the lever d is swung on the
bolt, the operation of 1ts cam will tend to
force it away from the side of the arm a when
the swing is in such direction as will throw
the lower end thereof toward the toe-piece.
It is obvious that when a shoe is stretched
over the toe-piece by the lever d and the
thumb-nut is tightened up to hold the le-
ver snugly against the arm « and the two
cam-surfaces ¢ are in close contact it will
be impossible so long as this close contact
is forcibly maintained by the thumb-nut
to swing the lower end of the lever ¢ to-
ward said toe-piece, for the attempt to do
so would be blocked by the thumb-nut on the
bolt ¢, which would have to be forced oif of

~ the latter endwise to permit said lever d to
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swing on thescrew,because of the interengag-
ing cam-surfaces between said lever and the
arm «. Thisconstruction constitutes, there-
fore, a very powerful means for locking the
lever d in position, and, furtherinore, it is a
construction which is easily and cheaply
manufactured and one which requires no
costly finishing operations—that is to say,
the cam-surfaces and the holes for the bolts
may be cast in the arms ready to receive the
bolt. -
The heel-plate f is secured to the lower end
of the lever d by a pin, whose ends are upset
to retain it in place and which permits the
free swing of said heel-plate.

The construction shown in Fig. 3 is one

which might be used in place of the cam-sur-

faces shown 1n Fig. 2, although it is not as
easy of manufacture, noris the device as eas-
ily manipulated when this is applied thereto.
The modification consists in casting or form-
ing in the annular contiguous contact-sur-
faces between the arm a and the lever d V-
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shaped slolss v on edeh of said parts ra,dld.lly
disposed relative to the axis of said lever d,
whose projections and depressions are adapt-
ed to interengage when the nut on the bolf ¢
is set up to hold the lever d in position.
In attaching the arm ¢ to a wall 1 prefer to
construct it with a flat base ¢, the edges of

which on two sides thereof may be slightly-

tapered to fit closely between suitable lugs g
of a base-plate %k, which may be screwed to
the wall, the arm being secured in operative

position by foreing the base 7 down behind

and between the lnugs. Other methods, how-
ever, may be adopted for securing the device
to the wall.. These V - shaped depressions
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and projections are in the nature of a series

of cam-surfaces. The provision of the cam-
surfaces renders it unnecessary to depend
upon the foreible setting up of the thumb-
nut to hold the lever d against movement in
one direction, for the nut need only be set up
strongly enough to keep these surfaces in
contact, which while it 1s maintained will
prevent the swing of the arm in one direc-
tion. Thisis too obvious to need further ex-
planation.

Having thus deserlbed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, 15—

In a shoe-holder for polishing purposes, a
supporting-arm havingadipped member pro-
vided at its terminal with a holding element,
a toe-piece engaging said holding element and
held rigid thereby with the arm, a swinging
pressure-lever pivoted to the supporting-arm
and projecting below its pivot to a point be-
low the plane of said holding element, said
pressure-lever having a swinging movement
in a direction toward and from the rigid toe-
plece, a vertically-swinging heel-piece having
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a rest portion designed to extend Veltmallv -

along the back of bhe counter between the
top a,ud bottom thereof, said heel-piece hav-
ing between its top and bobtom edges a trans-
verse pivotal connection with the lower ex-
tremity of the pressure-lever whereby such
connection 1s disposed below the top of the
counter and also below the holding member
for the rigid toe-piece so that the top of the
vamp will be drawn downward and stretched
over said toe-piece, and a locking device for
holding the pressme-lever in its strained po-
sition.
ARTHUR J. SKINNER.
Witnesses: ' '
WM. H. CHAPIN,
K. I. CLEMONS.
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