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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JacoB H. KING, a resi-

dentof Piqua,inthe eelmty of Miamiand State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful

Impmw ementsinCarriage-Top-OperatingDe- |-

vices; and I do hereby deelaret the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to an 1mp10veme ntin
carriage-top-operating devices, the object of

the invention being to provide a device of the

above-mentioned eheraeter which will be ex-
tremely simple in constr uction, easily placed
in position on a carriage-top, 1eed11y operated
from the seat of the carriage, and which will
constitute an antirattler. '

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in certain novel features of construction
and combinations and arrangements of parts,
as will be more fully heremaftel dGSGl 1bed
and pointed out in the claim.

in the accompanying drawings, hiﬂ ure 1 is
a viewin perspective, 1Hustr etme mylmprove-

ments. Fig. 2is a view 1n 10110"itudina1 Sec-
tion, Shewmﬂ the manner of essembhnﬂ' the
pelts, and I*I'DS 3, 4, and 5 are views Of de-
tails of constr uetlon

A represents a carriage- top having the
usual bows 1 and 111611ned br &ee 2, hln U'ed be—
tween its ends, as shown at 3. ' |

My improved operating meehamsm COTIL-

prises at each side of the top a shaft 4, hav-
ing an outwardly-projecting lever or hand—l.ﬁ_
hold 5 at its inner end. The shaft 4 1s made

with a peripheral shoulder 6 nearone end, dis-

posed against a washer 7; (of flexible mate-
rial,) secured to the inner face of the top A.
The outer end of the shaft is contracted at

each side, as shown at 8, and a bracket 9, hav-
ing an opening 10 1n 1Ls upper portion simi-.
lar ly shaped to the contracted end of the shaft;
is slipped onto the end of the shaft, and thc,.
upper end of the brace 2 is also placed on the

end of shaft4. The bracket 9 is provided on
its lower end at each side with an outwardly-
projecting lug 11, between which the brace 1s

1 ply necessary to reach back,
5, and pull them forward, Lhus raising the top

| secured and compelled to move therewith.

The extreme outer end of the shaft 418 screw-
threaded for the reception of a nut 12 to lock
the brace on the shait.

The bow 1 is mounted on the eueulm por-
tion of the shaft 1, and an externally-screw-

threaded tubular beari ing 13, having a periph-
eral flange 14 at its inner end dlspoeed against
‘the outer face of the top A, is disposed on the

shaft 4, and an 1nternally-threeded sleeve 15

is serewed onto bearing 13 and is adapted to
‘be adjusted to entn:*ely inclose the shaft and

hold the tube 13, bow 1, bracket 9, and brace
2 agalnst any mdependent lateral movement
end hence constitutes an antirattler.

It will be seen that when the top A is up
and it is desired to lower the same it is sim-

ply necessary to pull down on the levers o,
which will break the brace at its hinged por-

tion 3 and permit the top to fold baek and
when it is desired to raise the top it is sim-
grasp the levers

to an upright position, when the braces 2 will
become- straight and hold the t0p in 1ts up-
right p081t10n

Vamoue slight changes might be resorted to
in the ﬂ‘eneml form ::md arr anﬂement of the
several parts described *mthout departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention,
and hence I would have it understood that I
do noé wish to limit myself to the precise de-
tails set forth, but consider myself at liberty

to make such shﬂ'ht changes and alterations

as fairly fall w 11311111 the ‘4p11‘1t and SCO pe of my
invention.

Having fully desel ibed my mventlon what

I claimas new, and desire to secure by Lettels |
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The combination with a carriage-top, of &

shaft mounted inthe frame of the top, a crank
on-one end of said shaft and having a shoul-
der, a flexible washer interposed between sald
shoulder
through which sald shaft loosely passes, ad-

| JUSteble spacing devices between said frame
"and brace, the said shaft- having a flattened

face, an arm located on the portion of the

go

and carriage-top frame, a. “bow

95
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shaft having the flattened face, a brace | specification in the presence of two subseril-
mounted loosely on the flattened portion of Ing witnesses. |
the shaft, lugs on the free end of said arm |
and embracing said brace, and a nut screwed |
5 on the free end of the shaftandengaging said | Witnesses:
- brace. . A. BROOKS,
In testimony whereof I have signed this | MARIANA M. BROOKS.

JACOB I. KING.
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