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To all whom t ma,y CONCer:
Beitknownthat I, WirLIAM H. BURNS,a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Streator,
in the county of Lasalle and State of Illinois,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Nat or Bolt Locks; and I do
hereby declare the following tobeafull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to nut and boltlock-

' Ing devices, and contemplates an improved
appliance of this character adapted more es-

pecially for use in connection with the secur-
Ing-nuts of railway-rail joints and possessing
advantages in point
and economy of
In operation. | |
The nature of the invention will be readily
comprehended, reference being had to the
following detailed description and to the ac-
companying drawings, in which— =
Kigure 1 is an elevation of a pair of lock-
Ing devices embodying my invention applied
to a rail-joint, one of said devices being
sbown with its locking members unfolded

- and the other with its members folded into
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locking position. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the locking appliance. Fig. 3 is a
perspeciive view of the same with the lock-
Ing members in folded condition. |
designate railway-rails. |

B is the fish-plate, and C C are the nuts
screwed onto bolts D D, which secure to-

gether the assembled parts.
While my improved lockin g device may be

employed in connection with a single nut, I

prefer to construct and use it to lock a plu-
rality of nuts, although, as illustrated in Fig,

1, 1t is advisable in a six-bolt rail-joint to em-

ploy two devices, whereby the length is re-
duced and handling and transportation facili-

- tated. -

The locking device consists of a plate E,
struck or otherwise formed, preferably, from

sheet metal and having therein holes e e, re- |

|

celving the bolts

D D. Projecting upwardly
from the plate E

of simplicity, durability,
construction and efficiency

| ¢’ e, adapted to be bent or folded,

|
|

. Referring to the drawings by letter, A A |

are a plurality of tongues |

at the right-hand side of Fig. 1'and in Fig.
9, into position to lock the nuts C C against
rotation, the nuts being turned to bring the
left-hand edge at a right angle to the length
of the plate or parallel with the locking edge
e’ ¢* of the tongues ee. The plate at the base
of the tongues is cut away, as shown at & e,
to allow free bending of the tongues.
e* ¢* denote tongues struck from the plate
and arranged to be bent to lap over the left-

hand edge of the tongues ¢ ¢, whereby to

maintain the locking position of the latter,
By the provision of these tongues et et the
tongues ¢ ¢’ are prevented from springing be-
yond the adjacent edges of ‘the nuts to free
the latter, as will be understood.

In operation the plates are positioned be-

as shown.
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fore the nuts are turned on the bolts, the nuts

are then tightened and the tongues ¢’ ¢’ bent
or folded into position to lock the nuts, and
finally the tongues et ¢t are bent or folded
over the tongues e’ ¢'. If the joint becomes
loose, the nuts may be tightened after sSpring-
ing back the tongues ¢t and ¢'. -

It will be observed that the locking device
Is constructed from a single piece of ‘metal,
and as each device is a counterpart of the
other and is made from sheet metal the cost
of construction is comparatively very low.

Iclaim as my invention— -

A nut or bolt lock comprised of a sheet-
metal plate having bolt-openings, flexible
tongues each integral with the plate and ex-
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tending from the upper edge of the latter and

adapted to be bent downwardlyin parallelism
with the plate to bring one side edge in en-
gagement with the side of a nut to lock the

latter, and flexible torigues each struck from

the plate adjacent to a bol -opening -and
adapted to be bent to overlap the other side
edge of the aforesaid folded tonguwe. . _ -

In testimony whereof I ‘affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. |
| WILLIAM H. BURNS.

Witnesses:
HENRY PARSONS,
E. F. RICHARDSON,
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