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To all whom t& Mmay CORCEriv:
BeitknownthatI, ETHAN B. PALMER, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Philadel-

phia, in the county of Philadeiphia and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Parcel-Straps;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact desceription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the

same.

This invention relates to means for secur-
ing and carrying packages or bundles, and
more particularly to straps for such purposes.
In the use of straps for such purposes, espe-
cially for packages of books or of other arti-
cles where several are to be secured together,
difficulty has been experienced where a single

strap was used in preventing the displace- |

ment of the articles in a direction at right
angles-to the strap. Where two straps were
used encireling the package at right angles to
each other, the need of some means for se-
curing the straps at their crossing-point has
always been evident. A further difficulty

has been experienced in carrying a strapped
ficulty experienced

package owing to the di
in inserting the fingers between the strap and

use of handles of various kinds to be attached
either to the strap or the package, thereby

involving an increased expense in the manu- |

facture of thestrap and handle and increased
trouble in adjusting the strap and afterward
adjusting the handle.

The object of this invention is to provide &
strap for securing and carrying the packages
in which two pieces are used crossing each
other at right angles and a portion of one of
said piecesarranged to form a handle by which
to carry the package. o ,

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of the parts of a pack-
age-strap, which will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and afterward specifically claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, in which I
have illustrated an embodiment of myinven-
tion, Figure 1 represents in perspective view
a package of books bound together by means
of a strap constructed in accordance with my

:

This last difficulty has led to the |

.

invention with a portion of the strap in po-
sition for use as a handle. Fig. 2 represents
in perspective view the strap removed from
the package with the handle portion unfas-

535

tened. Fig. 3 represents in perspective view

the reverse side of the crossing of the longl-
tudinal and transverse straps and the washer
thereon. -
Like letters of reference mark the same
parts in all of the figures. '
Referring to the drawings by letters, a 1n-
dicates a strap, which for the purpose of dis-
tinguishing it I shall denominate the ‘“‘longi-
tudinal’ strap, and b a second or transverse
strap, each of which is provided at one end
with a suitable buckle, as at ¢ d, by means of
which the ends may be secured together in
a well-known manner. - Asindicated by their
names, the longitudinal strap a isintended to
be passed around a package—as, for instance,
of books e—in -a longitudinal direction and
the strap b at right angles thereto or in a
transverse direction, the two straps crossing
cach other at the top and bottom of the pack-
age. The straps, especially when used for a
number of packages of substantially the same
form and size, may berigidly secured together
at one of their crossing-points; but where the
complete strap is to be used upon packages
of varying sizes and forms it is advisable that

they be secured together at one of their cross-

ing-points by some means which will permit
of the ready adjustment lengthwise of either
strap or their relative crossing position, but
which atthesame time will prevent accidental
displacement of the strap with any ordinary
usage. For this purpose I have provided &
washer £, provided with parallel slits, or 1t
may be slots ¢ ¢, at a distance apart substan-
tially equal to the width of one of the straps,
which washer is laid upon one strap, as d,
with the slots or slits parallel with the sides
thereof, and the other strap, as b, is passed
irst through one slit, then under the strap «
at right angles thereto, and then up through
the other slit, as clearly shown in Kigs. 2
and o.

Constructed and arranged as thus far de-
seribed the two straps may be secured upon
a package or bundle of any size within the
limits of the length of the strap and the eross-
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in g-point ad justed to any particularly-desired

- position and there secured against displace-

ment or slipping of the straps by any strain
which may be brought upon them in ordinary
use. It is very desirable, however, that a
handle be provided by which to carry the
strapped package or buudle, and for this pur-
pose I secure upon one of the straps, in this
instance upon the strap a, a buckle % of any
desirable form or construction, preferably of
the same form and construction as the end
buckle ¢, through which the end o' of said
strap a may be passed sufficiently far toleave
enough of said strap a between the buckles ¢
and / to form a handle which may be readily
grasped by the hand, when said end o’ may be
secured in the buckle in the usual manner.

By the means hereinbefore described a
package may be securely fastened together

held against accidental displacement on the
package or on each other and a suitable han-
dle for carrying the package formed of the
end of one of the straps. No extra attach-
ments in the shape of pieces of metal or loops
are required to firmly hold the straps in po-
sition upon the package, no extra handle is
required which will be liable to be lost or
misplaced, and while the construction fally
meets all the requirements of a device of its
nature in the most effective and permanent

manner it is exceedingly simple in construe-

tion and can be manufactured at the lowest

possible cost.
Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

iy

1n two directions by crossing-straps, the straps |

)

734,034

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—
1. A package-strap provided with a buckle

at one end through which the opposite end

may be passed and in which it may be secured,
and having a second buckle secured at a suit-
able distance from the end buckle to receive
the outer end of that portion of the strap
passed through the end buckle, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A package-securing strap consisting of
twostraps or parts crossing each other at right
angles in combination with a washer placed
upon one strap and provided with slots or
slits parallel to the edges of the strap upon
which it is placed, the other strap being
passed through one slot, around the first-

named strap and back through the second

slot, substantially as described.

8. The herein- described package - carrier
comprising a longitudinal strap having an
end buckle, a transverse strap slidably se-
cured at right angles with the longitudinal
strap, a buckle upon the longitudinal strap
at a distance from its end buckle, and a han-
dle formed by securing in the last-named
buckle the end of that portion of the longi-
tudinal strap which has been passed through
the end buckle, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.
ETHAN B. PALMER.
Witnesses: | |

CHARLES A. SOURS,
FRANK G. SAYRE.
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