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To all whom tt may concermn.: -

Be it known that I, GEORGE H. BLAIR, a
citizen of the United States, and aresident of
Spokane, in the county of Spokane and State
of Washington, have invented new and use-
ful Improvementsin Musical Instruments, of
which the followingisa ful] clear, and exaet
description.

The invention reiates to certain novel and
useful improvements in musical instruments
and has particular application to mandolins.

In carrying out my invention I have in con-
templation the provision of a musical instru-
ment, especially a mandolin, which shall
have an increased sweetness and power of

tone over the ordinary instru menb of this gen-

eral type.
A further object of the mventlon is to so

construct or shape the top of the instrument
that the ordinary ridge shall be discontinued
along the bass-section of the top, thereby per-
mitting the vibrationstotravel uninterrupted
along the entire bass-section, which will give
greater strength and volume to the tone.

As is well known, mandolins as ordinarily
constructed have a ridge extending trans-
versely across the top thereof, and the bridge
ofthemandolinis placed upon or immediately
adjacent to such ridge.
when such ridge is extended entirely across
the top of the mandolin the vibrations of the
bass side, which, as is well known, are slower
and of less power than those of the treble
portion of the instrument, have not sufficient
power or force to cause adequate vibration of
such top. Therefore 1 have devised a top
wherein the aforesaid ridge extends but a
short distance across the treble portion of the
instrument, such ridge gradually broadening
and flattening until on the bass side of the
ridge such ridge has disappeared and the
aforesaid bridge rests upon an arch, the con-
struction being such that the whole top will
be put into vibration.

With these and other objects of a similar

nature in view my invention consists in the

peculiar construction, combination, and ar-
rangement oi parts, as will be hereinafter de-
seribed in this specification, illustrated in the
drawings, and set forth in the appended
claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

I have found that |

1

strument embodying my improvement.

the top

in which similar charaecters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a musical in-
Fig.
2 1s a longitudinal section of the top, taken
on the ]1ne 2 2 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3is a simi-
lar section of the treble portlon of the top,
taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

In the accompanying drawmfrs, where an
embodiment of my invention is: shown, the
letter A designates a musicail instrument, 1n
the present instance a mandolin of the ordi-
nary type, having a top, as at 1, which top
forms the main feature of my improvement.
As will be seen in particular by reference to
Fig. 1, an acute ridge or angle is formed, as
at 2, on the right-hand or treble side of said
top, transversely thereof, by the converging
of the front and rear portions of said top.
In that portion of the top immediately in
front of this ridge is an ordinary sounding
hole or orifice, as at 3, and extending under
of the instrument from a point ap-
proximately at the extreme outer end of the
ridge diagonally at a point near the extrem-

dinary sounding or bass bar, asat4. (Shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 1.) The aforesaid
acute ridge extends transversely of the top
from the treble side and gradually slopes and
flattens until at the bass side of the top there
is an arch formed, as clearly shown at 5. It

1 will be further observed that my improved

top is made wider and fuller upon the bass
side and narrower upon the treble side, thus
oiving longer unbroken fibers upon such bass
side and faellit&tlnﬂ the ease with which the

instrament may be played by enabling the

performer to reach the higher position as the
hand is moved when toward the bridge 6.
Again, it will be observed that I locate the
sounding-hole in the right-hand side of the
top, thus providing a longer bass side and
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"1ty of the bass end of the mandolin is the or-
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permitting the finger-board to run as high as

required without obstruction, which con-

struction will give several extra tones to each
string.

This feature I consider of great im-
portance, as it is a marked advance over

I00

other instruments of the class to Whmh my

invention relates.
An instrument provided Wlth a top con-

| structed in accordance with the above-recited

description is possessed of extraordinary tone
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and sweetness, and, as hereinbefore stated,
the power of such tone is greatly increased.
"The top may be readily and cheaply manu-
factured, and while- I have shown it in the
5- present instance applied to a mandolin still
my improvement is also appliecable to any
stringed instrument of this general type.

Havmn* thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Tetters

to- Patent— -

1. In a musical 1n5trument a top h&Vlﬂﬂ‘ an
acute ridge extending tr ansversely thereof to
apoint apprommately its center portion, such
ridge gradually sloping into an arch at the

15- opposite side thereof.

2. Ina musical instrument, a top havmﬂ‘ a
ridge formed 1integral, tlansverselg of the
treble side thereof, said ridge gradually slop-
ing until a'swell or arch is formed on the bass

20- side thereof, substantially as set forth.

3. In a musical instrument, a top having a

ridge formed integral ther emth on the tlehle

portlon thereof, such ridge gradually sloping |

until a swell or arch is formed on the bass

25- side of the top, and a sounding-board secured

to the under surface of said top and extend-

ing diagonally between the treble side and
the bass side, substantially as set forth.

4. A musical instrument having a top

3o formed with an acuteridge on the treble side
thereof, and a sounding-hole located adjacent
to said ridge, such ridge gradually sloping
until an arch 18 formed on the bass side of
the top, substantially as set forth. -

{ mounted onsaid top,substantially asset forth.

784,802

5. A musical instrument having an acute 35
ridge formed transversely-on the treble side
of the top, such ridge ﬂradnal]y tapering or
sloping to an arch on the :-bass side thereof,
a sounding-orifice in said:top, a bass- board
extem’:lmw beneath- said fop, and a bridge 4o

6.-A top for musical insiruments, such top
being relatively shorter én one side of the
central longitudinal planethan on the other,
a ridge formed integral with said top trans-
versely of the shorter side and extending to
a point approximately central of the top,
such ridge gradually sloping and flattening
until the relatively longer:-portion of the top
is formed with an arch or swell substan tlally
as set forth.

7. A top for musical msimments, such top
being relatively shorter on-one side of its cen-
tral lonfrltudma,l plane than on the other side,
a ridge Tormed transversely on the narrower
side and extending to a point approximately
central of the top, sneh ridge gradually slop-
ing and flattening until the relatively longer
portton of the top is formed with an ar ch or
swell, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification:in the presence of
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two subscribing witnesses::

GEOE:;GE H. BLAIR.

Wltnescses :
A. K. GALLAGHDR
R. R..ROGERS.
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