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Lo _ WHhOT _ _ - .. | knife.at his side of the machine and prevents
. Beitknown that I, RICHARD B. ROBBINS, a | him. from being thrown off in front of the
. citizenof the United States, residingat Adrian,._i.;knife and also supporis him in his gathering 55
. 1nthe county of Lenawee and State of Michi- | of the stalks as the knife approaches it.

. 5 gan, have invented certain new and useful! D’ D’are stirrups of suitable size longitu-

~ lmprovements in Corn-Harvesters; and I do ~dinally mounted on the uprights D D, respec-
- herebydeclare the following to be a full, clear, | tively, at suitable points on the same.

- and exact description of the invention, such |1 E E are ordinary shafts provided with the 6o
- aswillenableothersskilled in the art to which. curved portions e e,which are passed through
1o it appertains to make and use the same. . - ‘the stirrups D’ D', respectively, and hinged

.- My invention relates to the class of har- | to the extensions A’ A, respectively, at suit-
- vesters adapted to cut and shock one or two | ble points ¢’ . | L

- rowsof corn or other stalk growths, and has - I F are retaining-frames of suitable size, 65
-~ [forits special object to provide a very simple | each being preferably provided with semi-
- 15 and inexpensive but. very substantial ma- { circular bases J>uprights ' £’ £2 suitably se-
- chine embodying novel means of ad] ustment Ieured to said base, the upright /2 being near-
.. of height of cut and locking device for the | est the platform A when the frames are in

- . retaining-frames. For the accomplishment | their normal position, as shown in the draw- 70
. of said objects I employ the novel construe- | ings, and is provided with extending handles, -
- . 20 tion fully and clearly set forth in the annexed | also the horizontal curved pieces f? 73 f3, suit-
-~ specification and drawings. =~ - | ably fastened to the uprights_ /' ' /% and the.

.~ In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective [ horizontal piece 74, secured to the straight
- viewof my improved machine. Fig. 2 is a | edge of base. - _ 75
. plan view of the same. Fig. 3 is a perspec- | I I are pivotally mounted at a suitable
~ 25 tive view of a portion of my adjusting con- {. point in their bases to the extensions A’ A’ .
~ struection. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of | by the pins F' 1", o |
L my improved locking device for the retain- | & is a cross-piece or lateh of suitable length
. ing-frames. @ = - |'having one end attached to one of the up- 8o
~ Intheseveral viewslike letters of reference | rights f? at a suitable point by the longitudi-

. 30 represent similar parts. @ | nal hinge g, while the other end is preferably
- Alin the drawings represents a main por- provided with an enlargement ¢'. o

. tilon or platform of. suitable size provided | G’ is a keeper of suitable size and shape to
- with the lateral extensions A’-A’, which are recelve the enlargement ¢’ of the cross-piece 8
. provided with the forwardly-converging edges G.and is attached to a suitable point on the
- 35 o a' at suitable angles to platform A." - | other upright 2 in such a position that as G

B B are suitable knives properly mounted.| is raised or lowered the part ¢’ may be corre-
- ontheedges ¢ o, respectively. .~ | spondingly placed in or released from the

- CQOarewheels orroll rs rotatably mounted socket G', by which construction it is obvious Qo
. in the extensions A" A/, respectively, prefer- | that the frames F F may be held rigidly in
~ 40 ably at a point about half-way between the | position. | -

. front and rear ends of said extensions. _,' Having clearly described my. invention, its

. D Dare two upright standards connected | operation is as follows: When the machine
- . at their lower-ends by the cross-piece d,which | has been placed in the proper position to cut g9g
© . issecurely fastened to the front of the plat- | the desired number of rows, the operators
48 formA, and at theirupper ends by the eross- | take their respective positions on it. Sinece
.. piece d',tothe inner side of which is attached | by construction the wheels or rollers. C-C.are

~ a suitable curved safety-gnard d? while d® | placed at about the center of the extensions

. is a tool-box attached to D D. The ends of | A’ A’, and as the shafts B E are hinged to 100
- thisguardarecurved and extend backwardly, | said extensions and loosely mounted.on the

. 50 80 as to permit the operators to stand within | uprights D D, it follows that the height of
-~ this guard. The outer end of the guard is | the cut may be regulated at will by changing
. then between each of the operators and the | the position of the operators—as, forinstance,

- To all whom it may concern:
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it follows that if a low cut is desired the op-

. arators shonld stand in front of the wheels or

rollers C C, thus depressing the forward end

of the platform A of extensions A" A" and

the knives, while if a higher cut is desired it
may be obtained by the operators moving to
the rear of the wheels C C, thus elevating the
forward end of the extensions and the knives.
Hence it is evident that, according to the
length of the stirrup, numerous degrees of
variation of height of cut may be secured by

-~ the operators taking the proper position on

- the platform. The operators having taken
their positions, the machine is moved for-
ward, forcing the knives against the stalks,
while the operators catch them as they fall
and deposit them in the retaining-frames I I,
the safety-guard d? being provided for the
~operators to lean against while reaching for
‘the stalks which they were unable to prevent
from falling to the ground. This operation
is carried on until the retaining-frames F F
are filled, when the machine is stopped, the
latch G raised, and the retaining-frames I' I
‘turned a quarter of a revolution until they
face each other, thus allowing a passage-way
for the operators to the rear of the machine.
- 'When the operators have dismounted, they
turn the frames F ¥ another quarter of a
revolution until they face the rear of the ma-
- chine and then remove the stalks and shock
them, after which the frames are returned to
their normal position for receiving the stalks.

From the foregoing description it 18 cer-
tainly evident that I attain my desired re-
sults with the simplest and most inexpensive
as well as substantial machinery. |

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— | ~ '

1. ‘A harvester of the class desecribed com-
prising supporting wheels or rollers, a main
portion or platform pivotally mounted on said
wheels or rollers, having cutting devices se-
cured thereto and pivotally-connected draft
devices, said draft devices and main portion
or platform being at all times free to move
vertically in respect to each other, whereby
the shifting of the weight on the main body
or platform will move the same to change the
height of the cutting devices, substantially
as described.

2. A harvester of the class described com-
prising a main portion, the shafts or platform
provided with lateral extensions, uprights se-
cured to said main portion, devices on the
uprights adapted to engage the shafts and
permit but limit the vertical movement of
the main body and extensions in respect to
‘said shafts, the supporting wheels or rollers

and the pivotally-secured shafts, substan- |

tially as described. |

3. A harvester of the class designated, com-
prising a main portion or platform provided
~with lateral extensions, cutting apparatus
secured to said extensions and rotatable sup-
ports, the shafts and uprights secured to said

734,614

ed to engage the shafts and allow bat limit
the vertical movement of the shafts and main

portion in respect to each other, said shatts
being secured to said extensions and retain-
ing-frames pivotally mounted on said exten-
sions, the said main portion or platform and

extensions being pivotally mounted on said

supports whereby by shifting the position of
the weight on the platform the height of cut
may be adjusted, substantially as described.

75

4. Aharvester of the classdesignated, com-

prising a main portion or platform provided

‘with lateral extensions, cutting apparatus se-

80

cured to said extensions, rollers rotatably

mounted in said exfensions, the shafts, up-
rights secured to said main portion, devices
on said uprights adapted to engage the shafts
and allow but limit vertical movement of the

| same, said shafts being secured to said exten-

sions and retaining-frames pivotally mount-
ed on said extensions, substantially as de-
seribed. - |

5. Aharvester of the classdesignated, com-
prising a main portion or platform provided
with lateral extensions, said extensions being
provided with forwardly-converging edges,

| cutting devices mounted on said edges, said
platform and extensions being pivotally

mounted on rollers whereby by shifting the
position of the weight of said platform, the
height of said cutting devices may be ad-
justed, the pivotally-connected shafts, up-
rights secured to said main portion or plat-
form, devices on said uprights adapted to en-

gage shaftsand allow but limit vertical move-

mentof same,said shafts being secured to said
extensions and retaining - frames pivotally
mounted on said extensions, substantially as
described. |

6. A harvester of the class designated, com-
prising a main portion or platform provided
with lateral extensions, said extensions being
provided with forwardly-converging edges,
cutting devices mounted on said edges, said

platform and extensions being pivotally

mounted on rollers whereby by shifting the

position of the weight on said platform, the

height of said cutting devices may be ad-
justed, the pivotally-connected shaftts, up-
rights secured to said main portion or plat-
form, devices on said uprights adapted toen-
cage the shafts and allow but limit vertical
movement of same, said shafts being secured
to said extensions and retaining-frames piv-
otally mounted on said extensions, and means
for holding said retaining-frames rigidly in
position, substantially as described. |
7. In a harvester, the combination with a
main portion or platform provided with lat-
eral extensions, said extensions being pro-
vided with forwardly-converging edges, of
cutting devices mounted on said extensions,
uprights secured to the front of said main
portion, stirrups secured to said uprights,
shafts within said stirrups and pivotally
mounted on said extensions, and wheels or

main portion, devices on said uprights adapt- | rollers, the said main portion and extensions
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‘?'."_;bamg pwotally mounted on said Wheels or | other end of said lateh, %ubstantlally as de~-'
. rollers, whereby by shifting the position of-
- weight on the platform the knives may be |
elevated and 1owered at will, subqtantlally as
described. | -

8. Ina harvester the eombmatmn w1th a
‘main portion provxded with lateral exten-
sions, of rollers mounted in said extensions
- . and shafts hinged thereto, uprights secured
- .o tosaid main portion or platform devices on
‘said uprights adapted to engage and allow
2" but limit vertical movement of the shafts, |
. said'shafts being secured to said extensions,
S retammg-frames pivotally mounted on said
.15 extensions, a

' 73456_1'4

a latch having one end movably

-mounted onone.of said retammg—fmmes and

a keeper secured to the other of said retain-
EET— .IHW-frames and adapted to be en D'a,fred by the

.

seribed.-
9. Ina har vestel the combmatmn mth the

edges, uprights secured to the front end of the
main platform and a safety-guard secured to

the said uprights above the plane of the plat-
‘form, the ends of said guard extending rear-
‘wardly between the platform and the cuttmn'

devices, substantm,lly as described.

20 .

‘main platform pr ovided with forwardly-con-
I verging edges, of cutting -devices on said

25 I

In tes‘mmony whereof I affix my signature 3o

In the presence of two witnesses.
RICHARD B. ROBBINS

Wltnesses
A, W. SMITH,
b S. VAN DOREN
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