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To all whom it ma 7 cmece?n S
Be it known that I, THOMAS MCE. (J'ILL

citizen of the United St@tes and a resadent ofj. ,

Mexico, in the county of Audl ain- and State
of Mlsqoun have made certain-new and. use-
ful Impr ovementsin a Combined Broom-Head.
Holder and Shaper, of whleh the followmc- 18
a specification. S -

My invention 1e1&tes 130 an lmpr ovement In

broom holders and supports designed to be

attached to a wall or other locallty, and has
for its object to pr ovide a-device which will
support and clamp a broom-head and at the

same time restore and ‘preserve the normal

shape of the broom-head. To these ends it
consists in the novel construction, arrange-

ment, and combination of the various parts,.

as will be her einafter fully described, a:nd
pointed out in the clalms. ]

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing my impr rovement attached to a
wall. Kig. 5 is a central vertical section.

TFig.. 3 is a detail section of one end of upper

eatlon

- Fig.4is aviewof a modl

clamp- -bar.

Fig. 5isaper spectwe view of a-modification.

Fle 6 is-a-view showing one form of clamp-
an integral melme projection.
Refemmﬂ“ to the dra,wmffs, A designates a
board seeured to the wall of a room, orit may
designate the wall itself. To smd board 1is
secured the block B by means of a screw. A
bail C, shaped as shown and consisting of the
cranked cross-bar C' and the side arms C? C?,
is attached to said block B by the staples c c
or other suitable means so as to normally set

‘away from and swing on said block, or said

cross - bar C' may be passed throuﬂh a hole
bored through the block from smle to side.
Fitted in saad block: at -a-suitable point is a
plug orsocket (%, which is internally threaded

- toreceive the thr eaded end d of a bent lever D..

Secured to the board A. a smtable distance

“ below block B is a horizontal bar E, which I
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shall designate as the ‘‘lower” elamp bar.
The outer. face of said clamp- bal is eoneeved

“at E', as shown in Fig. 1.

Mounted.on the su:le arms C? C* of ba,ll C
is the upper clamp-bar F, which is prevented

from sliding off said arms by washers c*, to .

which the ends of said arms C?C?are riveted.
Said clamp-bar I is somewhat shorter than
the lower ela,mp -bar K and is pr mrlded on its

[ Outer face ‘ﬁlJ[Jh an melmed projection I,
{ which may be integral with the clamp-bar I‘
or.it may be an anﬂ*ular spring wire or plate_
forming an 11101111ed plane, the. bent end of
which is inserted or secured in clamp-bar F
and the free end seated in a notch /', madein
the outer face of clamp-bar.
| of upper clamp-bar F is concaved, so that

The inner face

5
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when the adjacent faces of the upper and

lower clamp-bars are brought together an

elliptical opening -or space 18 left between

them, which opening is designed to receive

the head of a broom. The lowel clamp-bar 65

E is made slightly longer at one end than the

upper clamp-bar B a,nd is provided with a

projecting stop e, against which- the end of

the upper clamp- “bar J.PStS to prevent lateral
movement of said upper clamp-bar in that
direction. To the innerface of clamp-bar F,

70

at either 01 both ends, 1 secure; & curved o

plate-spring (, which When tightly clamped
against a br oom-head will assume the elliptic

‘shape of the opening between the two clamp-

bars, but when pressure is relieved will con-

75

tmct the size of said opening or space, and -
thus accommodate variations in shape and -

thickness of brooms: The end of said Springs

18 embedded in or othe1W1<~e ‘56(3{11(3‘(1 10 the :

clamp-bar. .-

The pwotal end. of bent 1evel D is plefel—
ably passed through an ornamental -flange
or button H, and thus affords a bettel beari ing
for said pivotal end of the lever. In using

my device the lever D is moved to one side,

and the bail carrying the upper clamp - _bar

30

is swung upwardly, carrying said clamp-bar

away from thelowerclamp-bar. Thelarge end
of broom-head is then placed against the 10W61
| clamp-bar, the handle of the ‘broom hanging

against the broom-head, and the bent lever D
swung across the-outer fa,ce of upper clamp-
bar, the lower- free end of said lever riding
up th(, inclined plane of the projection F’
and forcing the upper eclamp-bar tightly
against bmom head and holding it securely
in place. The pressure.put upon: the upper

elamp -bar may be adjusted and regulated by

9°

‘ downwa,rdly, the upper clamp brought down
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screwing the pivotal end ¢ of lever D inwardly

or 011tw.:1,1d1y in socket or plug C°.
the broom the lever D is moved to the side,
el;chnb down the inclined Ism_faee of projec-

To release
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tion I, thus releasing the pressure on the
upper clamp-bar. 'L'he tendency of upper
clamp-bar to move sidewise by the side pres-
sure of the lever D traveling up the inclined
projection is resisted and prevented by the
stop e on lower clamp-bar I acting against the
end of said upper clamp-bayr.

It is well known that broom-heads become
worn and crushed down at one corner and
that a person when sweeping with such a
broom almost invariably places the worn or
bent portion nearest the person. Now with

- my device if afterusing a broom a small hand-
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- store the shape of a broom -head, and thus |
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rake or comb 18 used to straighten out the
straw at the end of a broom and the broom-

head then placed between the clamp-bars

and firmly clamped and left for some time
the broom-head will be pressed into its nor-
mal shape, so that it will be praetically im-
possible to tell which was the worn or bent
corner of the broom.
My device will be placed on the wall at such
a height that the end of the handle of a broom
will rest against the base or washbhoard of the
room, and to prevent the lateral displacement
of the broom -handle by accident a spring-
clamp K will be secured to said base or wash-
board andsecurelyclamptheendofthehandle.
Instead of placing the plate-spring on the
inner face of the clamp-bar a form of clamp-
bar similar to that shown in Fig. 4 may be
used. In thi% form the clamp-bar E* has a
saw-kerf e® near one end, and the plate-spring
e’ is secured at its end on one side of the
saw-Kkerf, thus forcing the shorter portion of

~the clmnp—-bar 1war dly and whereby the said

clamp-bar will accommodate and adjust itself
to varving t]u(,]mesaes and shapes of broom-
heads.

It will be seen tha,t I produce abhroom holder

and support which performs the double office
of support and a shaper to preserve and re-

lengthen the life and serviee of a hroom.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A combined broom - head holder and
shaper comprising a lower clamp-bar,a swing-
ing upper clamp-bar adapted to reston Lhe
face of a broom-head, and means for forcing
said upper clamp-bartoward thelower clamp-
bar and holding a broom-head between said
clamp-bars and pressing sald broom to ifs
1101*111&1 shape.

2. A combined broom -head holder and
shaper comprising a concaved lower clamp-
bar secured to asuitable base,an upper clamp-
bar, an meclined projection on the outer face
of said upper clamp-bar, a bail supporting the
upper ¢lamp-bar, and means for engaging the
inclined projection on the upper clamp bar
and forecing the said clamp-Dbar toward the
lower clamp-bar, whereby a broom-head will
be held befween the said clamp-bars.

3. A combined broom - head holder and
shaper comprising a concaved lower elamp-

784,428

| bar secured to a suitable base, a concaved up-

per clamp-bar, a swinging bail secured to the

base and supporting at its lower ends the up- -

per clamp, an inclined projection onthe outer
face of the upper clamp-bar, a lever pivotally

secured to the base and adapted to engage the

inclined projection on the outer face of said
upper clamp-bar, whereby when said lever is
swung to one side it will ride up the inclined

 projection and force the upper clamp-bar

toward the lower clamp-bar and securely hold
a broom-head inserted between the opposing
concaved faces of the two clamp-bars.

4. A combined . broom - head holder and
shaper comprising a base, a block secured to
sald Dbase, a bail pivotally secured to said
block, a lower clamp-bar secured to said base
below the bloclk,and having its outer face con-
caved, a projecting stop secured to the outer
face of the lower clamp-bar at or near one end
thereof, an upper clamp-bar secured to the
lower end of the bail, one end of said upper

clamp - bar engaging the projecting stop on

the lower Gl.amp -ba.r, a bent lever pivotally

secured to the block adapted to engage at its

free end with the inclined projection on the
outer face of the upper clamp-bar, whereby
when said leveris moved to one side the lower
end will ride up the inclined projection and
force the upper clamp-bar toward the lower
clamp-bar and securely clamp a broom-head
inserted between said clamp-bars.

- 5. A combined broom - head holder and
shaper comprising a base, a block secured to

sald base, a cranked bail pivotally secured to

sald block and provided with downwardly-
projecting side arms, an upper clamp-bar se-
cured to the ends of said arms, a lower clamp-
bar secured to said base below the block,
curved plate-springs secured atthe ends of the
upper clamp-bhar on 1ts inner face, and means

for forcing the upper clamp-bar toward the

lower clamp-bar, whereby the plate-springs
will engage and clamp a broom-head inserted
between said clamp-bars, the plate-springs as-
suming the shape of the broom-head.

A combined broom -head holder and

shaper comprising a base, a block secured 1o
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sald base, an internally - threaded socket -

seated in sald block, a bent lever having one
end threaded and engaging with said socket,
a cranked bail pivotally secured tosaid bloclk,
a lower clamp-bar having a concaved outer
face and secured to said baill, an upper ¢lamp-
bar having its inner face concaved and se-
cured to the lower end of the bail, an inclined
projection on the outer face of said upper
clamp-bar adapted to be engaged by the lower
free end of said bent lever, whereby when said
lever 1s swung to one side it will engage and

ricte up the inclined projection on the upper

clamp-bar and force said clamp-bar toward
the lower clamp-bar and securely clamp the
head of a broom inserted between the said
clamp-bars and press the said broom-head
into its normal shape.

7. A combined broom - head holder and
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~outer face and of greater length than the!
. {

.20,
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shaper comprising a base, a block secured to

said base, a cranked bail pivotally secured
to said block and provided with downwardly-
projecting side arms, an upper clamp-bar se-
cured to the lower ends of said side arms, and
having its inner face concaved, an inclined
projection on the outer face of the upper
clamp-bar,alowerclamp-bar having concaved

upper clamp-bar, a stop projecting from the

outer face of the lower clamp-bar at or near
one end and adapted to engage one end of the

upper clamp-bar, a lever pivotally secured at

~one end to the block and adapted to engage

at its lower free end with the inclined pro-
jection on the outer face of upper clamp-bar,
whereby when said lever is moved to one side

its lower end will ride up the said inclined

projection and force the upper clamp-bar to-
ward the lower clamp-bar and securely hold

a broom - head inserted between said clamp-

bars, the opposing concaved faces of the
clamp-bars restoring and preserving the nor-
mal shape of the broom-head.

S. A combined broom - head holdér and

shaper comprising a base, a lower clamp-bar |

| secured to said base, a bail pivotally secured
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to said base, an upper clamp-bar secured to -

the lower end of said bail, a spring-section
secured to the end of said upper clamp-bar,
and means for forcing said upper bar toward

the lower clamp-bar whereby a broom-head

inserted between the clamp-bars will be se-

curely held, the spring-section and clamp-bar

assuming the shape of the broom-head.

9. A combined broom - head holder and
shaper comprising a base, a lower clamp-bar
secured to said base, an upper.clamp-bar, an

inclined spring projection on the outer face

of said upper clamp-bar, a bail pivotally se-
cured to said base and supporting at its lower
ends said upper clamp-bar, and alever having
one end pivotally secured to the base and 1its

free end adapted to engage the inclined pro-
45

jection on the face of the upper clamp-bar,
whereby the upper clamp-bar may be forced
toward the lower clamp-bar and clamp, a
broom-head between the said bars. ~
- ' THOMAS McE. GILL.
- Witnesses: . I |
- J. D. McKzg, -
WALLACE DEARING.
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