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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ORLANDO B. LESTER, a
citizen of the Umted States, 1681(1111'3‘ at the

city of Washington, in the District of Oolum- |

s bia, have mvenued a new and useful Eye-
Shade of which the following 1s a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to eye - shades, and

“more particularly to eye-shades worn on the.

10 head for protecting the eyes from the glare
of either natural or artificial light, and has
- foroneoifitsobjectsto provide an ey_e-‘-shade of
such lightness that its use will not be a cause
of 1rritation to the wearer nor cause the head

15 to ache. - |
Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide an eye-shade of such simple and econom-
ical construction that it may be sold at a price
low enough to bring its use within the reach
20 of school—ehﬂdxen students and readers gen-

erally, as well as artisans and others enﬂaﬂ'ed'

- 1n oceupations trying to the eyes.

~ Still another obJect of my invention is to
provide an eye - shade which may be readily
25 and quickly placed in position for use by any
- person and which may be instantly removed
~andyetwillremain in position when so placed.
Still anocther object of my invention is to
provide an eye-shade which when removed
3o from the user’s head will readily assume a
torm that will not require constant care to
- prevent it from being erushed or injured,
which may be rolled up and carried in the
hand or poel{et sent through the mails, or
35 placed between the leaves of a ledger or othel

book without being injured.

Heretofore many of theeye-shades thathave
been pmwded have been cumbersome and
oppressive when in use, thereby causing the
head of the wearer to ache when worn f01 any

considerable length of time, have required
time and skill to plaee them on the head, have
been expensive to manufacture, and of such

40

form that when not in use they are liable to

45 be crushed out of shape and seriously if not
permanently injured.

I accomplish the objects of myinv entlon in
the manner and by the means hereinafter
fully described in detail, reference being had

5o to the drawings accompanying this specifica- |

than indicated in the drawings.

tion, in which the same letters indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.
IFigure 1 1s aplan view of my improved eye-
shade when not in use; Fig. 2, a side view
when in use; If1g. 3, a plan view of one of the g¢
horns or arms of the shade; and Fig. 4, a plan
view of one end of the strap or band of the
shade, each of the views showing details of
the construction of these parts. Iig. 5isa
side view of one end of the weighted fasten- 6¢
ers used to pivotally connect the end of the
strap to the end of a horn or arm of the shade.
In carrying out my invention I provide a

crescent-shaped vizor A, formed or cut from

a plane sheet of fibrous or plastic material of 65

uniform flexibility and elasticity and having
short or truncated horns or arms of equal
length and diameter formed integral there-
Wlth provided with apertures 0 b near their |
011136_1 extremities to receive the weighted fas- 70
teners C C' to pivotally attach thereto the end
of a band or strap D, provided with apertures
d d', and also to deflect the horns for the pur-
pose presently stated. The strap D is formed

of thin flexible.and elastic material of the 75

same kind and thickness as the vizor A and
extends directly from one horn to the other
when in 1ts normal shape, as seen in Fig. 1 of
the drawings. The strap D is pwotally at-
tached to the upper face of the hornsateachof 8o
their ends, respectively, and the aperturesd d’
through the strap are of elongated form to per-
mit of free movement of the ends of the strap”™
and the ends of -the horn, respectively, when
the fasteners C C' are in position in the aper- 8z
tures of the respective parts, and the opera-

tion of each of the pivotal connections is the

same.

The fasteners C C' are provided with rela-
tively broad bases adapted to rest against go
the side of the head when the shade is i;ﬂ use
and forming a suitable support. - The end of -
the fastener projecting outwardly may be
provided with a head or cap of less diameter
T'he term ¢5--
“weighted” is applied to the fasteners by rea-
son of the fact that they are made heavier
than is necessary for the mere pivotal connec-
tion to depress the ends of the horns or arms
B B’ when the shade is being lifted by ﬂla%p- 100
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ing the vizor toward its outer extremity be- | that it can be packed in quantities in a small

tween the thumb and fingers and lifting it in
a horizontal plane or position. When the vizor
18s0 held,the horns thereof are deflected down-
ward by weight of the fasteners and toward
cach other at their extremities, and at the
same time they flare or turn their outer sides
down the ends of the strap D are drawn to-
ward each other causing the strap to assume
a curved form and fall away from the diree-

tion of the vizor, and the shade takes a form

shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings and is then
ready to be placed in position.for use on the
head. The extreme ends of the horns when
so flared provide fulcrums against which the
under side of the strap D rests back of its
pivotal point of attachment to the horns, the
cap of the weighted fasteners providing the

point of resistance of the end of the strap,

thereby bringing the strap in its curved form
to a rest 1n a horizontal plane and relatively
on & line with the plane of the vizor. It will
be understood that the curved form the strap
has assumed by reason of its elastic resist-
ance exerts a tension against the outer sides
or ends of the horns, which with its weight
bearing upon the flared horns brings it to a
1est.

It will be understood from the foregoing de-
scription of my improved eye-shade that it is
so constructed to automatically open out and
assume the proper form for placing it upon
the head for use by lifting it in the act of so
placing it and automatically resumes its nor-
mal shape by laying it down when taken off
the head. It is lifted up with one hand and
placed upon the head in a manner similar to
putting on a hat.,

When the shade is placed upon the head
for use the flat side of the strap lies against
the head in its entire length to near the point
it overlaps the extremity of the horns, while
the inner edge or line of the horns and vizor
rests against the head and readily conforms
to the outline thereof, with the vizor down-
wardly and outwardly inclined, providing a
complete and desirable shade for the eyes.
The construetion of the shade is such that it
may be placed at any height above the eyes
between the latter and the apex of the fore-
head desired.  If it 1s desired to shade only
onecycortoshadeoneeye more than the other,
the shade is placed so that all or part of the
vizor projects over the eve it is desired to
shade.
have been provided this preference cannot be
given to oneof the eyes, it being necessary for
a proper support of the shade that it be placed
equally over both eyes.

My improved eye-shade is in little or no
danger of being crushed or injured when not
In use by reason of its flat form, and it may
be placed between the pages of a boolk, placed
upon the top or in the drawer of a desk with
but little danger of being injured. Its con-

-struction, flexibility, and elasticity are such

With many of the eye-shades that
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compass for shipment or be rolled up for
transmission through the mails.

I prefer to construct my shades of thin
sheets of translucent celluloid and of a color
restiul to the eye; but I do not limit myself
to this or any one kind of material. 1 find
in practicing my invention that a shade con-
structed of suitable material and forthe head
of an adult person weighs but half an ounce
avoirdupois and that it is practical to make
such size of still lighter weight. In carrying
out my invention I provide a shade for large
or small heads by correspondingly varying
1ts dimensions or by varying the length of the
horns I3 B, or I may form the horns farther
apart for large sizes and closer together for
the small, the length of the strap correspond-
ing thereto. -

The pivotal fasteners C C' may be formed
of bone, metal, or any suitable plastic mate-
rial of sufficient strength and weight depend-
g on the degree of flexibility and elasticity
of the material of which the shade is made
and the dimensions of the parts thereof.

The complete shade and the manner it rests

against the head are scarcely perceptible to
the wearer, and 1 therefore prefer to construct

my mmproved eye-shade in the simple manner
shown and described.
Having described my invention, what I

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
t 18—

1. An eye-shade consisting of a crescent-
shaped vizor having truncated horns, a strap
for supporting the shade upon the head, piv-
otally attached to each of its ends to the ends
of said horns transversely thereof, and the
means for pivotally attaching said strap to
sald horns weighted for deflecting said horns
and curving said strap, substantially asshown
and described.

2. An eye shade consisting of a crescent-
shaped vizor having horns, a strap for sup-
porting the shade upon the head, pivotally
attached at each of its ends to the ends of
sald horns transversely thereof, and means
for deflecting said horns downwardly and
toward each other and curving said strap and
throwing 1t in position to support said shade,
substantially as shown and described.

3. An eye-shade consisting of a erescent-
shaped vizor having truncated horns, a strap
supporting the shade upon the head, pivot-
ally attached at each of its ends to the ends of
sald horns transversely thereof with weight-
ed fasteners for deflecting said horns down-
wardly and toward each other to curve said
strap and throwing 1t in position to support
sald shade upon the head when it is lifted to
place 1t thercon, substantially as shown and
desecribed.

ORLANDO B. LESTER.

Witnesses:

ALLEN WRIGHT,
A. M. SALMON.
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