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To all whom it may concerr:
Be it known that we, WILLIAM
and Joun D. KELLY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Chicago, in the county of
Cook and State of Illinois, haveinvented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Filing-

Cases, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. _ |

This invention relates to improvements in
filing-cases of that class in which an adjust-
able follower is located in the holder and is

adapted to be automatically locked in any
oiven position. - |
Our present invention is especially adapted
for use as an improvement upon the devices
shown in our pending application, Serial No.
18,228, ¢¢ ecard-index file,” filed May 28, 1900.
The object of our invention is to provide
a self-locking follower in devices of the class
above referred toin which the follower will be
automaticallylocked in position withoutrefer-
ence to the compression of the papers or other
articles filed in the case. Such a device Is
especially useful in small cases, in which the
bulk of papers filed is not great and in which
the compression exerted by such papers, either
because of the material of which they are
composed or because of the small number
thereof, will not be sufficient to efficiently
lock the follower. These and such other ob-
jects as may hereinafter appear are attained
by the device illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— | -
Figure 1 represents a central longitudinal
section of a filing-case embodying our inven-
tion. Figs. 2, 3,4, and 5 show modifications
of our invention. Figs. 6 and 7 are perspec-
tive views of different forms of our improved
locking-plate. o |

Like letters of refereﬁée indicate the samej

parts in the several figures ot the drawings.

Referring now by letter to the accompany-
ing drawings, A indicates the drawer or cas-
ing, having a central longitudinal slot B in
the bottom thereof, and C represents a fol-
lower fitting transversely within the drawer,
but so as to move freely therein, said- fol-
lower being secured at the lower edge thereot
to a friction-plate D, which is preferably com-
This plate may be of the

form shown in Fig. 6, in which the body ot

the plate fits within the slot B and the flanges

of the plate engage the bottom of the casiﬁg

D KeLLY | at the sides thereof, or it may be of the sim-
pler form shown at D' in Figs. 2 and 4 or of 55
any other suitable form which shall provide

a frictional surface for engaging the under

side of the casing at the sides of the slot b.

" The under surface of the follower C is pret-

erably curved or angular 1in cross-section, so 6o

as to permit the follower to rock or be de-
Jected to and from a locked position.

K is a spring, which in case the friction-
plate D is made of metal may be struck up

from the metal of the friction-plate, asshown 65

in Figs. 6 and 7, or which may be riveted
upon the friction-plate at a point either be-
hind or in front of the point of attachment
or engagement between the friction-plate and

the means used for connecting the friction- 7o

plate to the follower. The follower being
loosely connected with the friction-plate, itis
obvious that when the follower is deflected
from an unlocked position the friction-plate

will be brought into frictional or locking con- 75

tact with the under side of the casing.

Tn order to insure an automatic locking of
the follower, we provide thespring K between
the follower and the friction-plate and pref-

erably attached to the friction-plate, as pre- 80
viously described, one end of said springen-

oaging the friction-plate and the other end
thereof engaging the under surface of the
follower at one side of the center thereof,

whereby said follower is normally held in a 35

deflected position, in which position it draws
or tips the friction-plate into locking contact
with the bottom of the casing, as before de-
scribed. - S |

In order to unlock the follower; it is only 9o
necessary for the user to deflect it against the |
action of said spring,whereupon the friction-
plate unlocks from the casing and. the fol-
lower may be readily moved to any. desired
position.
released the action of the spring antomatic-
ally deflects the follower and locks it in the
new position.

While in the foregoing description we have

referred to the follower as being automatic- 109

ally locked by the spring E, it will often be
desirable to use our invention as merelysup-
plementing the expansion of the files in de-
flecting the follower, so as to lock the same.

As soon as the follower is again 95
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When so used, the stress of the spring will
produce a frictional engagement between the
locking-plate and the casing, which will not
necessarily positively lock the follower until
the follower is further deflected by the ex-
pausion of the files confined between the fol-
lower and an end of the casing.

In the modification shown in Kig. 2 the con-
struction differs from that shown in Fig. 1
only in that the locking-plate is connected
with the follower by means of a pair of sta-
ples, forming a link connection.

In Fig. 3 in place of the leaf-spring E we
show a coil-spring EJ, interposed between the
follower and the locking-plate and at one side
of the connection between the follower and
the locking-plate. |

In Fig. 4 the leaf-spring E? abuts loosely

' agalnst the under side of the follower at one
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~one of the

side of the point of connection between the
follower and the locking-plate, while the op-
posite end of the spring is attached to the
locking-plate at substantially the same point
that the means connecting the locking-plate
and follower is attached to the locking-plate.

In Fig. 5 the arrangement shown in Fig.
1 18 reversed, and the leaf-spring E2 is at-
tached to the under side of the follower and
loosely abuts against the face of the locking-
plate. | |

In Fig. 6 in place of a separate spring at-
tached to the locking-plate we have shown
the spring E as being struck up from the up-

per surface of the plate, one end thereof re-

maining integral with the locking-plate.

In Fig. 7 the spring E!is strack up from
flanges of the locking-plate D.

Obviously our invention is adapted for use
with any form of locking device in which the
deflection of the follower sets a lock in locked
position against the under side of the casing,
and obviously the form and location of the
spring may be changed and modified without
departing from the spirit of our invention SO
long as the spring is interposed between the
follower and locking member in such a man-
ner that the stress of the spring deflects the
follower to a position which shall eause the
locking member to lock against the under
side of the casing.

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable rocking follower

working therein, alongitudinalslot in the bot-
tom of said casing, a locking member dijs- |

784,183

t posed along the under side of said casing and

loosely connected with said follower through

sald slot, and a spring interposed between

said followerandsaid locking mem ber, where-
by said follower is automatically deflected to
hold said locking member in frictional con-
tact with the under side of said casing, sub-
stantially as deseribed. |

2. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable follower working

therein, a longitudinal slot in the bottom of

said casing, a locking member connected with
sald follower through said slot, and means
for yieldingly and normally holding said fol-

lower in a position whereby said locking mem-

ber is held in frictional contact with the bot-
tomofsaid casing, substantially as described.

3. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable rocking follower
working therein, a locking member loosely
connected with said follower, and means for
normally and yieldingly causing said locking
member to be held in frictional contact with
the under side of said casing, substantially
as described. |

4. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing provided with a longitudinal slot in
the bottom thereof, of an adjustable follower
working therein, a locking member jointed
tosald follower through said slot,
extending throughsaid slot and engagingsaid
locking member and said follower, and ar-
ranged to deflect said follower so as to bring
said locking member into frictional engage-
ment with the under side of said casing, sub-
stantially as described.

5. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable follower working
therein, a locking member loosely connected
with said follower through a slot in the bot.-
tom of said easing, and means for yieldingly
holding said follower in a nosition to bring
sald locking member into frictional contact
with said casing, substantially as deseribed.

6. In a filing-case, the combination with a
casing, of an adjustable follower working
therein, a locking member loosely connected
with said follower through a slot in said cas-
ing, and means for normally and yieldingly
causing said locking member to be held in
frictional contact with the under side of said
casing, substantially as deseribed.

- WILLIAM D. KELLY.
JOHN D. KELLY.
Witnesses: |

I. H. DRURY,
M. E. SHIELDS.
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