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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, JosEpH H. PILKINGTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at W a-

| ceive a web, and in Figs. 1 and 2 a cord 14 is

shown as secured to the clasp by means of a
clamp 15, formed in suitable manner—as, for

terbury, county of New Haven, State of Con- | instance, by folding portions of the metal

necticut, have invented a new and useful
Clasp, of which the following is a specifica-

"tion.

My invention has for its object to provide
a simple, inexpensive, and easily-operated
clasp which shall be adapted to all of the va-
rious uses to which devices of this character
are usually applied—as, for example, as a
stocking-supporter clasp or a necktie-holder.

With this end in view I have devised the
simple and novel clasp which I will now de-
scribe, referring to the accompanying draw-

- Ings, forming part of this specification, and
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- lever having at one end & loop or elongated
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using reference characters to designate the

‘several parts. | -
-Figures 1, 3, and 5 are elevations illustrat-

Ing the application of the principle of my in-
vention to variant styles of clasps. Figs. 2,

4, and 6 are sectional views of the respective

forms on the section-lines indicated in Figs.
1, 3, and 5, respectively, Figs. 2 and 6 show-
ing my novel clasp in the open position and
Fig. 4 showing it in the closed position; and

Fig. 7 is a sectional view illustrating a slight

modification of the form illustrated in Figs.
5 and 6 and also indicating in dotted lines the
mode of closing the jaws. o ,
The essential features of my invention are
a pair of spring arms or jaws, each of which
13 provided with a slot having a cross- bar
crossing the slot transversely and a closing-

eye which incloses the cross-bars, the free
end of the lever being movable to a position
within the sloft. B |

10 denotes the armsor. jaws, which may.be
blanked out from sheet metal and are so
shaped as to cause them to normally assume

the open position. The two jaws may be
made from one piece of metal folded upon
itself at its mid-length, as in Figs. 5, 6, and
7, or they may be made in two pieces, which
may be soldered together or held together by
a rivet or rivets 11, as in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4,

or they may be held together by a sleeve 12,

as in Figs. 5 and 6. In the form illustrated

in Figs. 3 to 6, inclusive, the clasp is shown
as provided with a loop or opening 13 to re-

| over upon the cord.. In practice one of the
arms or jaws 1s made slightly longer than the
| other, so that the inwardly-turned ends 16 of _

‘to their open position when the loop

the arms or jaws may just lap past each other.

The inturned ends may or may not be pro--

vided with teeth, as at 17 in Fig. 1, as pre-
ferred. None of these details of construc-
tion, however, are of material importance or
2o to the merits of the invention. -

- 18 denote slots in the arms, and 19 cross-
bars which cross these slots transversely.
These cross-bars may or may not be formed
from the metal of the arms. |

20 denotes the closing-lever, which is pro-
vided with a loop or elongated eye 21, which
incloses both cross-bars, the loop being made
amply long to allow the arms or jaws to spring
18 at
right angles to the clasp, as clearly shown in
Figs. 2, 6, and 7. The special constructions
of the lever and loop are not of the essence
of my invention, slightly-different forms be-
ing illustrated in Kigs. 2, 6, and 7.

The operation will be clearly understood

from Figs. 2, 6, and 7, which see in connec-
tion with Kigs. 4 and 5, which show the same
j:forms in the closed position. The act of clos-

ing is performed by lifting the lever from the

| horizontal position, as in Figs. 2, 6, and 7, to-

ward the vertical position, as in Figs. 1, 3, 4,
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| and 5, an intermediate position being clearly -

indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 7. It will

‘be seen that as the lever is lifted or turned

on the cross-bars the side walls of the loop
will act to move the cross-bars toward each
other, thus forcing the jaws to the closed po-
sition. R | |

~The construction illustrated in the draw-

‘ings is double acting—that is to say, the slot

is made longer than the lever, so that the free

end of the lever will swing through the slot,

thus enabling the operator to open the clasp
by swinging the lever in either direction.

It will be readily understood that when the
Jaws of the clasp are in closed position the
free end of the lever is located within the
slot. Hence when used in connection with a
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| stocking-supporter thiere is no liability of the
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lever being moved to a position to open the
jaws by a movement of the trousers, &c., in
a direction longitudinally of the clasp, there
being no projecting part of the lever which
could be caught by such extraneous part of
the wearing-apparel during such movement.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

A clasp comprising a pair of spring arms
or jaws which normally assume the open po-
sition, each of said arms or jaws being pro-
vided with a slot and a transverse cross-bar,
and a closing-lever having a loop adapted to

lie in the slots and inclosing the cross-bars, |

784,089

the slots being longer than the lever so as to
allow the latter to pass through and permit
the jaws to open by movement in either di-
rection, the free end of the lever, when in
closed position, normally lying within the
slots, whereby said end i1s held protected
against a movement longitudinally of the
clasp to open the jaws.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH H. PILKINGTON.

Witnesses: ~ |
CLARA L. WILLIAMS,
JAMES JOHNSTON.
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