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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOEHN ANDREW KNIGHT,
a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at WIa,rl

~boro, in the county of Oheshlre and State of
New Hampshire,have invented a new and use-.

1ul Folding Table, of which the following is a

specification.

This invention relates to tables and like ar-
ticles of furniture havinglegs which areadapt-
ed to be folded when the article of furniture
18 not in use, and has for its object to secure
a table of snmple construction, cheap, and du-

rable, and which when extended will be firmly

supported

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of the construction,ashereinafter shown
and deseribed, and specified in the claims.

The invention may be applied to tables em-
ployed fordifferent purposes—such assewing-
tables, card-tables, picnic lunch-tables, and
the like-—and which may be likewise em-
ployed in connection with some forms of
chairs, stools, toy tables and chairs, and simi-
lar articles of furniture, and I do not, there-
fore, wish to be limited in the application of
the invention, but reserve the right to apply

1t to any device wherein folding legs or sup--

ports are employed.

For the purpose of illustration the inven-
tion is shown applied to a conventional form
of table,the figure representing a perspective
view of the table viewed from beneath, with
two of the legs folded and two extended.

Theinvention may be applied to any of the
usual forms of table; but for the purpose ot
illustration the body 10 of the table is formed
of octagonal shape, as shown, with four legs
11 12 13 14.

Attached to the under side of the Lable-top
10 are springs, (indicated at 15,) preferably
formed of a single piece of wire, connected at
intervals to the under side of the top 10 by
clips 16 and passing through each of the legs
below their tops, as shown at 17, and exerting
their force to support the legs either in their
extended position, as shown by the legs 11
14, or to hold the legs folded, as indicated by
the legs 12 13. The tops of the legs 18 are
comparatively broad, so that they engage the
under side of the top 10 with a correspond-

- 1ngly-broad surface, so that they will engage
the fable when the force of the springs is

exerted upon them with a sufficient stability
to prevent vibrations between the leg and the
table, while at the same time the legs will

| yvield to a force exerted laterally against their
lower ends, so that they may be folded down

in alinement with the table-ton, as indicaterd
at 12 13. 1
legs are extended the springs will hold them

| firmly in position and enable them to resist

any lateral strains to which the legs wounld be
subjected while in use, but at the same time
will yield to lateral pressure when the legs
are to be folded.

As before stated, the springs 15 will pref-
erably be formed of one single piece of wire,
preferably spring-steel, and when applied to

a table or other piece of furniture equal in
70

length and width will be ¢ircularin form, with
the ends coupled together, as indicated at 18,
and secured at suitable points by the clips 16.
By this means the wire 15 between each pair

| of the clips 16 becomes a separate and inde-

pendent spring to support the leg through
which it passes. When applied to an oblong
piece of furniture, such as a sewing-table, the
form of the spring-rod would necessarily be
modified to conform to the change in shape of

i the table-top; but this would not be a depar-

tare from the principle of the invention, as
the operation and the results produced would
be the same.

The spring 15 might be formed in separa,te
pleces if preferred, “each of the legs provided

i withitsown separate and mdependent spring,

formed and applied in the same manner as

1llustrated; butthis would not be a departure
from the principle of the invention or sacri--

fice any of its advantages, as the results pro-
duced and the mode of operation would be

substantially the same in both forms of the

structuare. , |

The legs may be made of any size, but will
preferably be formed with the flat end 18 as
broad as possible to effect the greatest possi-
ble stability.

The device may be applied to many forms
of chairs or stools, as well as to other forms
t of furniture havmﬂ' supporting-legs. 1t will
be found partwularly adaptable to toy tables
and chairs and other like articles of furniture.

Having thus described my invention, what

| I claim is—-
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1. In a device of the class deseribed, a ta-
ble having a folding leg, a spring engaging
said leg near its upper end, secured to the ta-
ble at opposite sides of the leg and exerting
pressure toward the plane of the table to sup-
port said leg yieldably in its extended posi-
tion and forming a hinge between the table
and the leg. |

2. In a device of the character-described, a
table having a plarality of foldable legs, a
spring -rod engaging said legs sucecessively

and connected to the table intermediately of :

the legs, and exerting its force to independ-
ently support said legs yieldably in their ex-
tended positions and forming independent
hinges between the legs and the table, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a device of the character described, a
table having a plurality of foldable legs, a
spring-rod connected to said table interme-
diately of the legs and passing successively
through said legs at a distance from their

ends, whereby said rod exerts its force to in- |

733,651

dependently support said legs yieldably in
theirextended positions, and formsindepend-
ent hinges between the legs and the table,
substantially as described.

4. In a device of the character desceribed, a
table having legs with relatively broad upper
ends loosely engaging the table, a spring-rod

passing successively through sald legs at a

distance from said upper ends and connected
to the table intermediately of said legs,where-
by said rod exerts its force to independently
support said legs yieldably in their extended
positions, and forms independent hinges be-
tween the legs and the table, substantially as
described. | -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN ANDREW KNIGHT.

Witnesses:
J. S. MERRIAM,
1. H. WARD.
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