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To «ll whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, MAURICE S. DOWNEY, |

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful |

Improvements in Shipping-Cases, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
shipping-cases, and refers more specifically
to an improved garment hanger or distender
adapted for use In conjunction with ordi-
nary shipping-cases such as are commonly
employed in shipping suits and- the like.

The salient object of the invention is to
provide a skeleton hanger or form which 1s
made of resilient material and serves to hold
the garment within which it is placed dis-
tended and against shifting around in the
case.

Subordinate objects are toprovide a cheap
article which will adapt itself to garments of
varying form and size, to provide a construc-
tion which may be laid out flat for packing
or shipment in quantities, to provide an arti-
cle which is equally well adapted for differ-
ent kinds of body-garments-—such as coats,
shirt-waists, &c. —-—and in general to prowde

- a simple and improved devzce of the charac-
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ter referred to.

To the above ends the invention consists
inthematters hereinafterdescribed,and more
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims, and the same will be more readily
understood from the following description by
reference to the accompanymn‘ drawings, in
which—

Figure 118 a pla,n view of a preferred eimn-
bodlment of my invention laid out in flat
form. Fig.2showsthe device attached with-
in a coat and arranged within an ordinary
cardboard shipping-box. Fig. 3 is a cross-
sectional view taken on line 3 3 of Iig. 2 and
looking in the direction of the arrows, the
carment being omitted; and Fig. 4 is a lon-
oitudinal sectional view taken on line 4 4 of

Fig. 2 and looking in the direction of the ar-.

rows, the garment being in this instance also
omitted.

In the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion illustrated the skeleton form consists of
two strips of cardboard 1 and 2, secured to-
gether in cerossed relation, the shorter strip

e — e

2 being arranged at right angles to the main
strip 1 and secured to the latter midway of

its length and the end portions 2’ and 2" ar- 55

ranged to extend at either side of the main

strip. Thecardboard of which the main strip

1 is construeted should be of a relatively stift
and resilient character, so as to be capable

of being bent into the form shown in Fig. 3, 6o
wherein the ends are bent back or returned
The

to form open loops 3 without breaking.
transverse member 2 may well be of the
same material, but is not necessarily made
resilient.
2", is provided with a plurality of score-
lines, as indicated at 4, 5, 6, and 7, defining
the points at which it is to be bent to form a
support or strut. = (Best shown in Fig. 4 and

designated as a whole by 8.) Preferably the 7o

support. 8 has a flat base portion 9, and most
conveniently the free end of the portion 2
forming thesupportissecured by simply tuck-
ing the extreme end 10 thereof between the

main strip 1 and that portion 11 of the trans- 75

verse strip which is secured to said main strip,
asindicated clearlyin Fig.4. Itistobe under-
stood, however, that the support S isnot nec-
essarily of the particular construction shown

herein, but may be variously modified within 8o
the scope of the invention.

The height of the
support 8 is made slightly less than the depth
of the shipping-case within which it .1s ar-
ranged, so that when the base thereof rests

upon the back portion of the garment the up- 35

per side of the-main strip will be held close
enough to the top of the box to hold the front
side of the garment firmly against the cover,
and thus aid materially in preventing the gar-
ment from shifting.
fransverse strip 2 may coﬁveniently be se-
cured together by means of wire staples as
indicated at 12.

Describing the use of the demce, 13 desig-
nates an ordma,ry shipping-box within which 05

the garment—ifor example, a coat 14—1s ar-
ranged in the usual manner, back down and
with the front portions thrown open. - The
skeleton form is then placed in position, the

free ends thereof being bent downwardly and ico

toward each other and inserted in the shoul-
der portions of the garment after the manner
of an ordinary coat-hanger, care being taken

to bend the resilient ends toward each other

One of the end portions thereof, 635

The main strip 1 and go
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only enough to permit the form or hanger to | ment-holding form comprising a cardboard or

be placed in position and in such manner that
the loops formed by the returned portions
pressoutwardly against both sides of the case
and downwardly against the bottom thereof,
the garment being of course interposed be-
tween the ends and lower sides of the form.
The portion 2" of the device is next bent into
shape to form the support 8 and its end se-
cured in position as described and as shown
in Fig. 4, the base thereof resting upon the

back of the garment and the central portion |

of the main stup being thus held in a plane
near the plane of the top edge of the box.

The {front portions of the ﬂ*arment are now |

brought fogether into the position shown in

Fig. 9 and the extension 2’ passed out overthe.

edﬂ‘e oftheend of the box and bent at right an-
gles downwardly,asindicated at 15in Fig.é,af—
ter which the cover 16 of the box is placed in
position and secured in any usual manner.
T'he extension 2’ thus serves to connect the

skeleton form to the interior of the box in

such manner as to hold it positively against
movement longitudinally of the box in either
direction, and inasmuch as the loop portions
of the main transverse strip arenot resilient,

bearing with the sides of the box, movement
laterally in either direction is also impossi-

ble. In practice the main strip 1 is prefer-
ably made of such width as to approximately
fit the armholes of the garment, and accord-

ingly when arranged in the manner deseribed
the garment cannot shift upwardly because

of the engagement of the iower sides of the
armholes with the edges of the loops and can-
not shift downwardly because the shoulders
thereof engage the opposite edges of the skele-
ton form. The use of the form in connection

‘with other garments is obvious.

It will of course be understood that, if pre-

ferred, the skeleton form may be elabmately |

shaped to more accurately conform tothe in-
terior of the garment within which it is to be
placed; butin practice the form herein shown
perfectly subserves the purpose for which it

is intended, and it is obvious that it ean be

more eeonomlc&lly manufactured and more

compactly shipped and stored thaun -if made

to more nearly conform to the shape and in-
terior of the garment. 1 do not, therefore,

limit myself to the form shown, except to the
extent that such form is made the subject of
specific claims.

I claim as my invention—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a gar-

analogous blank formed into a hollow resili-
ent hanger adapted to fit within and hold dis-
tended the upper part of the body of the gar-
ment and provided with means for attaching
1t to the interior of a shipping-case.

2. As a new article of ma,nufaeture, a gar-
ment- holding form comprising a skeleton
hanger formed of a strip of resﬂlent card-
board or analogous sheet material having the
ends returned upon themselves to form open
resilient loops, and a transversely-disposed
attaching member secured to said main strip
and whereby the hanger may be secured in
position within a shipping-case.

3. As a new articie of manufacture, a gar-
ment-holding form comprising a main strap-
like strip of zesﬂlent cardboard, and a trans-
versely-disposed strip of ealdhomd secured
rigidly to the main strip midway of the length
of the latter.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a gar-
ment-holding form comprising a main strap-
like strip of resilient cardboard, and a trans-
versely-disposed strip of cardboard secured
rigidly to the main strip midway of the length
of bhe latter and with both its ends pro;ect-
ing beyond the main strip, one of said ends
being adapted to be formed into a support
and the opposite end adapted to be secured
to a shipping-case, as :;md for the purposeset
forth.

5. As a new mtiele of manufacture, a gar-
ment-holding form comprising the main 5t11p
1, the tmnsverse strip 2 provided with the
scores 4, 5 and 6, and means securing said
strips rigidly together, substantially as de-
sceribed.

6. In combination with a shipping-case, a

| garment-holding form comprising a skeleton

hanf‘rer formed of cardboard and compris-
ing a main member adapted to be bent upon
1tbelf to form an open flattened loop, a second

member secured rigidly to the main member

at right angles to the latter, one of the ends
thereof formingan attaching extension adapt-
ed to be inserted between the meeting por-
tious of the box and box-cover, and the other
end thereof adapted to be bent intoa support
to underlie the central portion of the main
strip, substantially as described.

MAURICH S. DOWNEY.

Witnesses:
ALBERT H. GRAVES,
L. I, McCRrEA.

60

7¢

3¢

Qo

95

100

105




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

