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7o all whom @t may concer: |

Beitknownthat I, WiLLiAM C. TREGONING,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Binding-Posts and
Contacts for Electric Switches, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relatesto aspring-clasp con-
tact and binding-post, which is more particu-
larly designed for a rotary snap-switeh.

T'he object of the invention is to promde
for such a switeh a binding post with a clasp-
contact thatissmall, elastw durable,efficient,
and cheap to construct and assemble.

The embodiment of the invention that is
illustrated in the accompanying drawings
has a supporting-plate adapted to be attached
to the base of the switch and a binding-post
that has a longitudinal slot in which a ceross-
bar extending between the bent portions of
the arms that snpport the contact-plates is se-
cured.

Figure 1 shows a plan, on enlarged scale, of

one of these binding-posts and contacts. Fig.
2 shows a rear elevation of the same. Fig. 3
shows a side elevation, and Fig. 4
plan, of the blank from Whleh one of the con-
tacts 18 formed.

The supporting-plate 1 is preferably an arc-
shaped piece of brass, with threaded perfora-
tions 2 for the fastening-screws. The tubu-
lar post 3 is secured to this plate in any com-
mon manner. The upper end of the post is
slotted longitudinally.

The contact-plates 4 lie substantially par-

-~ allel with each other on the arc of a circle for
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recelving and clasping between them the
movable poles of the switech. The ends of
the plates are preferably flarred from each
other to facilitate the entrance of the pole-
platesbetweenthem. These contact-platesare

“connected on each side of the post by curved

arms 5. At the middle the curved arms are
joined by a bar 6. Thearms are bent, so as
to bring the plates nearly together, and the
bar is inserted vertically into the slot in the
end of the post. When the contact is in po-

sition, it is preferred to punch the post each |

by the curved arms that there is suf

4 shows a

' side of the bar on the top, as shown at 7, to

upset the metal and fill up the slot, so that
the bar cannot be drawn therefrom. If de-
sired, the post may be punched from each
side, as shown at 8, so as to drive metal into
the perforations 9 in the bar to prevent its re-
moval. This contact is stamped to shape
from a single piece of suitable material with
3} Semlurculal piece removed from each side
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of the center bar, as shown in Fig. 4. Itis

easily bent, so as to bring the contact-plates
close together,and the bar at the middle of the
curved arms is quickly inserted into and
easily secured in the slot in the post. The

contact-plates lie close to the post; but they

are connected with the post in such manner
1cient re-
silience to permit the movable pole-piece of
the switeh to easily pass betweenthem. The

\ curved arms are of such length and shape
that they spring readily and allow the plates

to yield and properly clasp the pole-piece.

‘With this construction the plates can be set

close together, so that they will tightly clasp

6o

65

70

the pole-piece that is thrown between them

and will not bind itsufficiently tight to make
the switch operate hard or to prevent the pole-
piece from being drawn from between them
very quickly when the circuit is opened.

I claim as my invention— -

1. A binding-post having a longitudinal
slot and a contact formed of a single piece of

‘material and having contact-plates, armscon-
necting the plates, each side of the post, and

a bar connecting the arms and secured in the
slot in the post, substaumallv as specified.

2. A binding-post having a longitudinal
sIot and a contact having Cc:mtact-];)lzfl,teﬁ1 lying
substantially parallel With each other, joined
by curved arms each side of the post and con-
nected by a bar that is secured in the slot in
the post at substantially right angles to the
plane of the contact- plates substanmally as

.specified.

WILLIAM C. TREGONING.

Withesses:
HARRY R. WILLIAMS,
ETHEL M. LOWE.
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