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To all whom ot may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENDERSON,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing in
the city of New York, borough of Brooklyn,
in the county of Kings, State of New York,
have invented an Improvement in Envelop
Moistening and Sealing Apparatus, of which
the following description, in connection with
theaccompanyingdrawings,isaspecification,
like letters and numeralson the drawings rep-
resenting like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-

daction of a novel apparatus for moistening
the gum on the seal-flaps of envelops and then
sealing the envelop.

In accordance with my invention I place
the back of the body of the envelop against a
support, ocecupying, preferably, an inclined
position, and extend the gummed side of the
seal-flap over a roller that constitutes one
preferred form of moistening means. To wipe
the gummed side of the seal-flap over the
moistening means and seal the flap at a con-
tinuous operation, I have devised as a part
of the machine a movable platen having a

pivoted pressure-plate, to be hereinafterfully

described.

Figurelin side elevation represents a mois-
tening and sealing apparatus embodying my
invention in one simple form. Fig. 2 is a
plan view. Fig. 3 is a perspective view; and
Fig. 4 1s a section in the line 2, Fig. 2, through
a part of the support A=

The apparatus shown has a table-plate A,
adapted to be secured to a bench or base by
screws ¢. One end of the plate A is inclined
upwardly at A’, and the plate is then extend-
ed downwardly diagonally, as at A2 to con-
stitute a support for the back of the envelop.
‘The part A’ is recessed to form a trough a’ to
receive a roller a®, that constitutes one pre-
ferred form of moistening means. This roller
is shown as having a series of grooves ¢?, and
the journals at the ends of the roller sustain
the roller, so that it may be rotated freely in
the water, any desired quantity, placed insaid
trough. The lower end of the inclined sup-
port has ears A°, that hold suitable studs con-
stituting pivots for the arms b of the platen
I5, shown as provided at its face next the
support with a flexible pad or surface b’, pref-

1

platen has backwardly-extended lugs B’ and
ears I3°. The ears B? are suitably jointed or
pivoted at 0° to like ears of a presser-plate
B%. The presser-plate has rising from each
end thereof a lug BY and each lug has a stud
0% that is embraced by the upper end of like
links C, jointed at 2 to arms C’, secured by

set-screws 3 to a rock-shaft C?, sustained by
the lugs B'.

The rock-shaft has an attached
handle C° and near one end is surrounded by
by a spring C!, that acts normally to main-
tain the arms C' in the full-line position, Iig.
1. Spiral springs 4, surrounding the rod a?,

act normally to aid in turning the platen to-

ward the support. The presser may have at
its under side a pad d, of corrugated india-
rubber, | |

The lower end of the support A*hasan open
throat D, in which is pivoted a rest D’, that
sustains the lower edge of the envelop when
the latter is laid on the support with its seal-
lap crossing the moistening means. This

rest has, as shown, a backwardly-extended

portion 20, that is sufficiently heavy to over-
balance the rest and keep the portion thereof
sustaining the envelop projected beyond the
face of the support. The platen in its move-
ment toward the sapport meets the overbal-

anced rest and pushes it into the throat until
the projections 10 meet the support.

- When the parts are in the position Fig. 1,
the lower edge of the body of the envelop will

be placed on the rest D' with the gummed
seal-flap extended over the roller ¢? used to
moisten the gum on the seal-flap. Then the
operator will engage the handle C? and push-
ing thereon will swing the platen about the
rod a* toward the support A?and at the same
time will turn the handle slightly opposite
the arrow thereon sufficiently to 1ift the left-
hand edge of the presser high enough to pass
freely over the seal-flap of the envelop lying

| on the roller a? and the corrugated pad &' of

the platen will be foreced snugly against the
face of the envelop. This done, the operator
puts pressure on the handle that will tend to
turn 1t in the direction of the arrow, Fig. 1,
causing the flexible or india-rubber pad at
the under side of the presser to be forced onto
the seal-flap of the envelop, and at the same
time the operator will so exert pulling pres-

erably of india-rubber and corrugated. The | sure on the handle as to draw the platen and
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presser to the right, away from the support
During this operation the ander side ot
the presser by the stress on the handle is
bornedown on ihe outer side of the seal-flap,
and the nunder side of the latteris wiped over
the roller, thus moistening the gum on the
seal-flap, and the envelop is picked off the
support and taken from the rest D' by the
combined operation of the platen and presser,
and as the platen completes its stroke to the
right, Fig. 1, the presser is moved into the
dotted-line position to force the moistened
side of the seal-flap against the back of the
envelop and completes the sealing of the
same. The pivoted end of the platen has a
throat D* parallel with the rest D'. Assoon
as the handle is released the spring C* acts
immediately to raise the presser, and the
sealed envelop slides off the pad 0" through
the throat D* and is discharged from the ma-
chine.

I believe that 1 am the first to use a platen
having a connected presser to pick off from
asupporthaving connected moistening means
an envelop and close the moistened flap onto
the body of the envelop lying with its face on
the platen, and this invention is nof, there-
fore, limited to the precise construction of
parts shown.

The rod 21, (see Fig. 4,) that forms a pivot
for the rest D', may be adjusted up and dowan
in the open throat D to adapt the machine
to envelops of different sizes by turning out
the screws 22 and withdrawing partially the
plate 23, having notches, as shown, which co-
act with notches at the rear side of the sup-
port. | |
Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In an apparatus for moisteuing and seal-
ing envelops, an envelop-support having at
its upper end moistening means, combined
with a platen and connected presser to remove
the envelop from the support and close the
moistened seal-flap onto the body of the en-
velop. | |

2, Inanapparatus for moistening and seal-
ing envelops, a table provided with an up-
wardly-inclined end having a trough, and a
downwardly and forwardly inclined support
for the body of the envelop, and a roller in
said trough to moisten the seal-flap, and a

platen having jointed to it a presser adapted |
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to cross over the back of the seal-flap and
press the gummed face thereof against sald
roller, engage said envelop, withdraw it from
said support, and seal the moistened flap.

3. In an apparatus of the class described,
an envelop-supporthaving moistening means,
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combined with a platen, a presser hinged to

the free end of said platen, and meansto move
said presser toward and from said platen.
4. 'In an apparatus of the class described,

‘anenvelop-supporthaving moistening means,

a platen hinged to the lower end of said en-
velop-support and movable toward and from
said support, and a presser pivoted to the free
end of said platen and movable with the
platen and toward and from the same.

5. In an apparatus of the class deseribed,
an envelop-support having at its upper end
moistening means, combined with a platen, a
presser connected with said platen,and means
acting normally to move said presser away
from said platen.

6. In an apparatus of the class described,

an envelop-support having at its upper end

moistening means, and having near its lower
end a rest to sustain the lower edge of the
envelop with its seal-flap erossing the mois-
tening means, a platen havinga throat, means
carried by said platen to close the moistened
flap onto the body of the envelop and remove
the envelop from said support preparatory to
its discharge through said throat.

7. In an apparatus of the class described,
an envelop-supporthaving moistening means,
an overbalanced rest for the lower edge of the
envelop, combined with & platen, a presser
hinged to the free end of said platen, and
means to move said presser toward and from
said platen. |

3. In an apparatus of the class deseribed,
an envelop-support having moistening means,
and a tipping adjustable rest to sustain the
lower edge of the envelop, combined with a
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platen, a presser hinged to the free end of said

platen, and means to move sald presser to-

ward and from said platen.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM HENDERSON, J&.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. GREGORY,

Epitad M. STODDARD.
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