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To all whom €t may concern:
Beitknown thatl,OTHO C. MOORE

at Norfolk, in thecounty of Norfolkand State

of Virginia, have invented a new and Im-

proved Rocker-Joint, of which the following

18 & specification.

My invention seeks to provide a simple, in-
expensive, durable, and effective means for
controlling the action of platform rocking-
c¢hairs, cradles, nursery-cribs, or other like
appamtus requiring similar motion.

My present invention in its generic nature
comprises two castings or s%mped metal
members, one for the base or stationary meim-
ber of the rocking-chair or other like object
and the other for the rocking member sup-
portable upon the base member, said two
members being especially designed to co-
operate with each other in a manner where-
by to provide for an easy, uniform, and safe
rocking action and to maintain the rockers
from spreading during motion or at rest and
to permit the said rocker members to operate

arc described by them in action.

Inits more complete form my invention em-
bodies a pair of opposing metal plates or
members and a supplemental connection for
joining the rocvker and base portions having
such correlative construction that in opera-
tive condition they produce a strongand com-
pact rocking joint, which also acts to main-
tain the rocking members in their proper co-

- operative position without the use of springs
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or equivalent devices.

My invention in its more subordinate na-
tureconsists in certain details of construetion
and peculiar combination of parts, all of
which will hereinafter be fully described, and
specifically pointed out in the appended
claims, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawmws in Whmh—

qure lisa lonﬂ'ltudmal section of a por-
tion of a rocking- eha,u equipped with my im-
proved 1‘00k61‘-joint. Fig. 2 is a detail per-
spective view of the joints applied for use.
Fig. 3 1s an elevation of said joint, the rock-
ing member being shown tilted to its extreme
movementin one direction. Fig.4isa trans-

verse section of the same on the line 4 4 of
Fig. 2.
the lower or stationary joint member.

Fig.

,residing

Fig. 5 18 a detall perspective view of

6 1s a side view, and Fig. 7 a cross-section on
‘the line 7 7

of Fig. 6, of a modified construc-
tion of my innvention, hereinafter referred to.
Fig. 8is aside view of the construction shown
in Kigs. 6 and 7, the rocker member being
Shown tilted. -

- In the practical application of my inven-

tion the samwe comprises two members A and

B, of metal, cast, stamped, or otherwise
founed The member A, which hereinafter
will be termed the *‘stationary member,” is
fixedly secured to the inner side of the sta-—
tionary or base frame C in any suitable man-
ner. Toprovidea rigid bearing for the mem-
ber A, its bottom end is widened, as at ¢, and
curved to fit fiush with the concaved upper
edge of the base (, as shown. The upper
end of the member A is extended a suit-

‘able distance above the base C, and the said
‘upper end is formed with a V- Sha,ped slot 1,

the inner or bearing surface 1% of which is
concaved in cross -'seetion, the reason for
which will presently appear. Nearthe ends
of the V-slot the member A has inwardly-
projecting hubs ¢*, to which the ends 3> 32 of
a curved guard member 3 are secured. DBe-
tween the curved guard 3 and the slotted
portion of the member A isslidably held the
pendent end b of the upperrocker-joint mem-
ber, the upper end of which is fixedly secured
to the rocker-frame D.

The member b has a coneaved central seat

b', that opposes the concaved surface of the
V-slot in the member A, and in said seat is
held a ball-bearing 4, adapted to ride on the
V-slot and which forms, as it were, an in-
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wardly-extending projection for the end b of

member B for engaging the V-slot and prop-
erly guiding the said end 0 in ifs movements
over the member A. The angularity of the
V-shaped slot, the length of the two branches
of said slot, and the correlative opposing con-
caved surfaces of the members C and D in
practice are so disposed and codperate in
such manner that when the rocking frame D
18 tilted to the extreme forward motion the
ball-bearing projection on the stem or part
O of the member B will engage with that end
of the branch of the V-slot at the tilted side
of the rocker-frame D, {see Fig. 3,) and when
sald frame is rocked to the limit in the other

direction the roller projection will engage with
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the end of the other branch of the V-slot, and
hence a further tiiting of the frame D beyond

~a predetermined limit is avoided. To fur-
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ther prevent undue tilting of the member D
and to also hold the several parts from un-
due lateral motion or strain, a supplemental
connecting member 5 is provided in the na-
ture of a flat bar having a pivotal connection
with the base Cat one side of the member A,
held to extend over the member A, and piv-
otally joined at the other end and at the
other side of the member A to the rocking
member D. The connection of the member

5 is such relatively to the opposing curved

faces of the members C and D and the upper
end of the member A that the member D
reaches the limit of its tilt in the rearward

direction before the pivotal point « of the said |

meinber 5 reaches the horizontal plane of its
pivot-point 7, and said pointx when the mem-
ber D is tilted to its limit in the other direc-
tionengages the upperend of member A. (See
Fig. 4.) - |

In Figs. 6, 7, and 8 I have illustrated a
modified construction of my invention which
differs from the preferred construction in
that the member AX has an integral centrally-
disposed and upwardly-extending arm 10,
and the member B* has a body portion 20,
that straddles the arm 10 and has its uppern
edge formed with an inverted-V-shaped pro-
jection to codperate with a stud 10* on the
arm 10. In this modified form the member
A* has a vertical bifurcated extension 10°,
and adjacent said extension the member has
a concaved seat 10° in a plane with the ex-
tension 10°. Ateachend the member B*has
an inwardly-extending flange 209, the inner
edges of which have integral apertured ears
20° to receive the fastening-screws 40, and
said member BX also has a concaved seat 20~
to engage and rock on the bifurcated exten-
sion 10° of the part A* when it (the member
B*) is shifted to one of its tilted positions.
At the end opposite the seat 10° the member
A* has an upwardly-extending lug 10™ to co-
operate with the concaved portion 202 on the
member B%, and in line with the said seat
205 said member B”* has an outwardly-pro-
jecting bifurcated flange 20" in a plane with
the bifurcated extension 10° of the member
AX., Two supplemental members (indicated
by 50 and 50%) are used in this modified form
that cross and connect with bifurcated por-

‘tions of the two members AX and B™ and
which serve practically the same function as

ol

the supplemental connection shownin Fig. 5.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
it is thought the operation and advantages
of my invention will be readily understood
by those skilled in the art to which 16 apper-
tains.

It will be noticed in my construction of
rocker - joint. that no springs or other like
means are necessary to control the oscillatory

movement of the rocker, and by reason of the |
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peculiar construction of the said joint the -

rocker-frames are maintained in perfect verti-

cal alinement with the base portions without 70

material lateral strain on the parts.

Tarther changes in the details of construac- |

tion of my invention may be made without

departing from the scope of the appended
claims.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1S— | |

1. In arocking-chair, the combination with
two opposing members one of which rockably
engages the other, of a casting rigidly secured
to one of the opposing members and projected
at right angles therefrom, said castinghaving
a V-shaped bearing, a second casting rigidly
connected to the other member, a member
carried by the said second casting for engag-
ing and riding in the aforesaid V-shaped bear-

ing, means for holding the two castings in a
codperative arrangement, said means includ-

ing a link member pivotally joined at one end

to one of the opposing rocker members at one
side of the V-shaped bearing and similarly
joined at the other end to the other opposing
memberat the other side of the V-shaped bear-
ing, as set forth. -

2. A joint for roeking-chairs comprising a
base portion having a vertically-extended
member, a rocking frame mounted upon the

-base portion having a member for opposing

the said vertically-extended member of the
base, one of the said members having a V-
shaped guide-surface, a supplemental mem-
ber carried by the other members for engag-
ing the V-shaped guide-surface, and a sup-
plemental means for limiting the tilt of the
rocker-frame, said means consisting of the
link 5, secured at one end to the base, and at
the other end to the rocking frame, and the

curved guard 3, and the stops ¢* at the ends

thereof, secured to the vertically-extended

i member of the base, all being arranged sub-

stantially as shown and for the purposes de-
seribed.

3. The combination with the base C, and
the member A, secured centrally thereof, and
projected vertically therefrom, said member
having a V-shaped slot in its upper end in a
plane with the base C, said slot being con-
caved in cross-section; of the rocking frame
D, the member B fixedly secured thereto, sald
member having a pendent portion adapted to
project over the slotted end of the member A,
said projected portion having a concaved seat
in line with and opposing the V-shaped slot
in the member A, a ball-bearing held in the

said seat and slot, and means for holding the .

member B up against the member A, all being
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arranged substantially as shown and for the

purposes described. |
- OTHO C. MOORE.
VWitnesses:- |
. M. PAYNE,
W. H. T. IJYALL,
B. CALVERT TAYLOR.
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