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2o all whom it may concer:

Beit known that I, FREDERICK M. BALDWIN,
~of Winterpark, Oran ge county, Florida, have
invented ecertain new and useful Improve-
ments 1in Sanitary-Napkin Holders or Clasps;
and I do hereby deeclare that the following is
a full,clear,and exact description thereof, Tef-
erence bemﬂ* had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to characters of reference marked

thereon Wthh form a part of this Speelﬁoa-:=

tion.

My invention relates to a holder or elasp to
be nsed on a belt for the purpose of holding
in position sanitary napkins.

My invention consists in the peculiar con-

struction and combination of devices herein-

atter fully deseribed and claimed. »

In the aceompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a clasp causbmeted in ac-
cordance with my invention with parts re-
Fig.
2 18 a similar view of the same, showing one
end of a napkin attached thereto.
a side elevation of the same, in two pomtwne
onein dotted lines. Fig. 4 isa vertical trans-
verse sectional view of the same, showing the
napkin attached thereto.

In the embodiment of my invention here
shown there is provided a yoke 1, at the lower
corners of which are guide-lugs 2,  This voke

18 chambered from end to end, as at 3, and

isprovided onitsupperside withan n pwardly—
extending lip 4, in which are a pair of longi-

tudinal slots 5 6 and a bar 7 between said
slots, the latter being disposed one above the
other. To the lﬂwer side of the yoke is
hinged a tongue-plate 7', the free lower end
of whleh is pr 0V1ded with oppositely-directed
lips 8 9. The former are at the end portions
of the tongue-plate, and the latter is at the
central Dortmn thereof. At the ends of -the
tongue-plate, and here shown as near the
lower corners thereof, are outwardly-extend-
ing stop-lugs 10, This tongue-plate coacts
Wlth a shdable clamping - bail 11, which is

substantially U-shaped and has the straight|

cross-bar 12 andthe arms13. The latter pass

through openings in and are slidably held by

the guide-lugs 2, and at the upper ends of

‘the arms 13 the same are bent inwardly, as at

| slide therein.
| gage the trmdes 14 and normally move the
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A spring 15 is employed to en-

ela,mpmﬂ‘-ba,ﬂ 11 upwardly to keep its bar 12
in engagement with the lips 8 9 of the tongue-
plate This spring may be either of the fc:erm

“here shown or of any other suitable form.
The stop-lugs 10 coact with the clam ping-bail

to prevent the tongue-plate from moving in
one direction, while permitting it to be swung
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ocutwardly from the bail in the opposite di-

rection.

A spring-pressed bail 16, which is prefer-
ably of the form shown, is pivotally connected
to the yoke at the ends of the latter, asat 17,
and 1s adapted to bear on the outer side of
the tongue-plate when the latter is closed
against and engaged with the slidable clamp-
ing-yoke. The ball 18 hereshown as having
spring-arms 18 formed integrally theremth
which spring-arms are in the chamber 3 are
disposed angularly therein, lis normally in
the same plane with the bail, and by coaction
with the walls of the chamber maintain the
baill 16 in position, both when outturned from
the tongue-plate and when pressed against
the same, owing to the angular disposition of
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the said 3pr1ng-arms 18 zmd their tendency to

remain pa,rallel or in thesame plane w113h the

bail.
Theé slotted lip 4 enables the cla&p to be

adjustably secured on a pendant ¢,that hangs

from a belt, the said pendant being passed

through the slots 5 6, as shown in Figs. 2 and
4. To. attach the napkm to the clasp, one end
of the napkin is passed over the bar12of the

30

bail 11 (the latter having been first moved

downwardly to disenn'age the tongue-plate)
and is then upturned around the Iewm edge
of the tongue-plate, (which is snapped into
enﬂaﬂfement with the bar 12 of the clamping-

Q0

bail ) the end of the napkin being thus dis-

posed on the outer side of the tonﬂ'ue -plate. .
The spring-pressed bail 16 is then turned

downwardly and caused to bear on the end
portion of the napkin to elamp the latter be-
tweenit and the tongue-plate. - Thisisclearly
shown in Fig. 4. It will beapparent that the
coaction of the clamping-bail, tongue-plate,
and spring-bail 16 is such as to prevent the
napkin from slipping in the clamp. To re-

14, to form guides which engage the end por- | lease the napkin, the spring-bail 16 is first
tions of the chamber 3 and are adapted to upturned as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4
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the end of the napkin is then grasped and |

drawn downwardly, thus causing the slidable
clamping - bail to be disengaged from the

lipped end of the tongue-plate, and the latter

is then swung outwardly from the clamping-
bail, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4.

It will be apparent that the napkin may
be adjusted with relation to the clasp asmay

be desired. .

It is thought the operation of the clasp will
be fully understood from the foregoing with-
out the necessity of a more detailed descrip-
tion thereof.

I do not desire to limit myself to the pre-
cise construction and combination of devices
herein deseribed, as it is evident that modi-

fications may be made therein without de-

narting from the spirit of my invention an«
within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thas described my invention, I
claim— |

1. In a clasp, the combination of a pair of
slidably-related spring-pressed clamping ele-
ments, one having a pivoted member adapted
to engage and disengage the other, substan-
tially as described. |

2. In a clasp, the combination of a pair of
slidably-related spring-pressed clamping ele-
ments, one having a pivoted member adapted
to engage and disengage the other, and a
spring-pressed binding element adapted to
bear on the said pivoted member when the
latter is in engaged position, substantially as
described. | |

3. In a clasp, the combination of a yoke
having a tongue-plate pivotally connected
thereto, with a clamping, spring-pressed bail,
slidably connected to the yoke, said bail and
tongue-plate being adapted for mutual en-
aagement, substantially as described.

4. In a clasp, the combination of a yoke

having a tongue-plate pivotally connected |
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thereto, a clamping spring-pressed bail, slid-
ably connected to the yoke, said bail and sald
tongue-plate being adapted for mutual en-
gagement, and a spring-pressed binding ele-
ment, adapted to bear on said tongue-plate
when the latter is in engagement with the
clamping-bail, substantially as described.

5. In a clasp, the combination of a yoke

having a tongue - plate pivotally connected
thereto, a clamping spring-pressed bail, slid-
ably connected to the yoke, said bail and said
tongue-plate being adapted for mutual en-
gagement, and a spring-pressed binding ele-
ment, connected to the yoke, adapted to bear
on said tongue-plate when the latter is in en-
gagement with the clamping-bail, substan-
tially as-described. .

6. In a clasp, the combination of a yoke
having meansforits attachment to a pendant,
a, tongue-plate pivotally connected to the
voke, and a clamping spring-pressed bail,
slidably eonnected to the yoke, said bail and
said tongue-plate being adapted for mutual
engagement, substantially as described.

7. In a clasp, the combination of a yoke
having means for its attachment toa pendant,
a tongue-plate pivotally connected to the
yoke, a clamping spring-pressed bail, slid-
ably connected to the yoke, said bail and said
tongue-plate beingadaptedfor mutual engage-
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ment, and a spring-pressed binding element, -

connected to the yoke, and adapted to bear

on the tongue-plate when the latter is in en-
gagement with the clamping-bail, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in the pres-
ence of two witnesses.

| FREDERICK M. BALDWIN.
Witnesses: A

WILLIAM A. GUILD,

THOS. PHILLIPS.
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