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To all w}’wm zt maz J COnCern,:

‘Lhis mventlon 1el&tes to cer tam 1mp10ve-

o ments in ballot-boxes, and particularly to bal-
10 lot-boxes of that general class employed for
e _votmﬂ' in secret societies and the like.

The principal object of the invention is to

R provide a novel form of ballot-box in which a
o ‘secret vote may be taken and the ballot after-

ward counted without renderi Ing 1t necessary

© ' to handle the balls or other devwes used for |
- Dalloting purposes.

A fur thel object of the mventlon is.to pro-

~vide a novel form of ballot-box in which after

10

the vote has been counted the ballots may be
‘restored to an initial position. Wlth(mt the
‘necessity of handling the same. ~

~ With these and other objectsinview the 111-._:
vention consistsin the novel construction and.
-~ 25 arrangement of parts hereinafter described,
e 111118131'&1,6(:1 in the aceompanymn drawings,
- .. and particularly pointed outin the appended
. claims,
AR chalwes in the f01111 proportions, size, and
.30

1t being understood thaﬁ: various

minor details of the stl ucture may be ma,de

-~ without departing from the spirit or sacrific-

'-57 50

~ ing any of -the advantages of the invention.
- “Tn the accompanying dmwm og, Figure 1 is

" a longitudinal sectional elevation. of a box
eonstrueted in accordancewith the mventlon
 showing the same adjusted to proper pomtmn' |
~ for the casting of the ballot.
~ similar view of the lower portion of the bal—-
lot-box, showing the parts adjusted to such
) 'p081t1011 as to pelmlt of the return of the
- balls or-other ballots to the initial compart-
. nent.

~ of the box
- view of a movable partition designed to sepa-

Fig. 2 is

Kig. 31s a transvel se sectional view
Fig. 4 is a detail perspective

rate the box into two compar tments |
Similarnumerals of reference are employed

130 indicate corresponding parts throughout
P j. the several figures of the drawings..
- The ballot—bmc ‘may be for med of wood or

ahy other m

~gular in form and provided with a suitable.

ha,nclle 1, by WthIl 113 may be handed in sue-

 Be it known that I,- JOHN. MCGAUGHEY :zL-
‘citizen of the United States residing at Clear- |
field, in the county of Clemﬁeld and State of
Pennsylva,ma have invented a new and use-
~+ ful Ballot-Box, of whmh the followmn Is a
. specification. .. - .

material and is preferably rectan-

-cession to the voters. The opposﬂ;e sules ot
the box are provided at a point slightly to
one side of the longitudinal center-of the box

‘with V91t1eally~d1sposec1 slots 3, adapted to
Teceive the opposite ends of a veltleally-ad
,--111stable partition 4, which divides the box

1nto. two eompaltments 5 and 6. . The parti-

tion is provided with a small groove 7 in order
that it may be convemently orasped and
raised when. necessary and at its opposu;e

ends bears against small plate - springs 8,

which serve to hold the same when adj ubted_

to elevated position. The opposite sides of
the box are further provided with longitudi-

nal grooves 9 to receive a slidable eompaat-
ment-cover 10, in which is formed an-open-
ing 11, thr ouoh which the balls or other bal-
lotmn dewces may be dropped. This cover

s of alength approximately eqn&l to one-half

of the lenﬂth of the box and when a,d,]usted

10 voting p051t1011 over the ballot-receiving
‘compartment 5 also fits over the vertleally-
-‘movable partition 4 and posﬂswely prevents
‘any vertical movement of the same, so that it
~will be impossible for any depomted ballots to

be removed from the compartment during the
voting. When adjusted to the 0pp051te end
of the ballot-box, the cover fits over the initial

‘compartment 6; but as the grooves 3 for the

reception of the partition are slightly to one
side of the longitudinal center of the box the

top of the pEbI‘tlthIl will be free from the com-

partment-cover and may be readily adjusted
-to elevated position in order to place the two

compartments in communication wﬂ;h eaeh
other.-

In using the device,the parts bemﬂ‘ adJ‘usted
to the posmon shown in I'ig. 1, the box is pre-
sented to the voters and" eaeh takesa ballot
from the inifial compartment 6 and drops the

same - through the opening in the ‘compart-

‘ment-cover 1:0 the ballot-receiving compart-

ment 5. The depth of the box: 18 suoh as to
permit concealing the hand duri; ing the voting

voters. During this time the partition 4 is
locked in posn;] on by the compartment-cover,

and 1t becomes impossible for any ballots to

pass from the compartment 5 to the compart-
ment 6. Afterall of the members have voted

the compartment-cover is moved to the oppo-
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| operation, pelmlttmﬂ the ballots to be ea,st- |
without displaying their charactertothe other
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at which time the ballots deposited in the

compartment 5 may be counted, and after the

result is ascertained the partition 4 is raised
and the box slightly tilted to allow the bal-

lots to roll back to the initial compartment by
oravity.
be glid to a position over the receiving-com-
partment 5, in readiness for another ballot.

Having thus described the invention, what.

18 claimed 18—
1. In a ballot-box, a plurality of compart-
ments, a movable partition between the two,

~and a compartment-cover adjustable to apo-
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sition over one of the compartments and serv-
ing to confine the partition in place.

2. In a ballot-box, a casing, a movable par-
tition dividing the casing into a plurality of
compartments, and & compartment-cover ad-
justable to a position over either compartment
and serving, in one position of adjustment,

10 lock the partition from vertical movement.

5. In a ballot-box, a casing having longitu-
dinal grooves formed 1n 1ts inner walls, a ver-

tically-disposed and adjustable partition di- |

The compartment-cover may then

|-

733,070

site end of the casing, asindicated in Fig. 2, | viding the casing into two compartments, and

a compartment-cover adapted to the grooves

and adjustable therein to ‘a position over
either of the compartments, substantially as
specified. | -

4. The combination in a ballot-box,of a cas-
ing having longitudinally -disposed grooves
formed inits innerwallsand arranged slightly
above the bottom of the casing, the opposite
walls of the casing being further provided
with vertically-disposed grooves, a removable

| partition arranged in the vertical grooves and

serving todivide the casing into two compart-
ments, spring for holding the partition when
adjusted to elevated position, and a slidable
compartment-cover adjustable to a position
over either of such compartments.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

_ JOHN McGAUGHEY.
Witnesses:
| C. L. THOMPSON,
H. E. C. KXAUFFMAN.
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