No, 732,798,

NO MODEL,

Eegd.

WITNESSES.

G SR Pl

PATENTED JULY 7, 1908.

C. H. TOMLINSON.
CLASP.

APPLICATION FILED MAY 19, 1909.

INVENTOR.

/4= | : ' | |

70~

:1; F‘?..n-'l'..'-



| No. 732,708,

UNITED STATES

Patented July 77, 1903

PATENT OFFICE.\ .

' CHARLES H. TOMLINSON,

OF SHELTON,

CONNECTICUT.

~ CLASP.

SPECIFICATION formmg' part of Letters Patent No 732,798, da.ted J 1.113r 7, 1903,
| Apphca.tlen ﬁled May 19, 1902, Senel No. 107;957. (No model.)

e

To all whom it may concerm: - |
- Be it known that I, CHARLES 1I. TOMLIN-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Shelton, county of Fairfield, State of Con-
¢ necticut, have invented a new and useful
Clasp, of which the fo]lowmg 18 a specifica-
tion.
My invention has for its ob,]eet t0 provide

a clasp adapted for general use as a garment-

10 supporter—for example, as & stocking or
| sleeve supporter—and especially adapted
- when made of proper size to serve as a dress-
~ skirt supporter—that is, to loop up and re-

tain out of contact with the ground or floor

15 the train of a dress, as when walklng or danc-
ing.
With these and other ends in VIeW I have
devised the novel clasp of which the follow-
ingdescription, in connection with the acecom-

20 panying drawings, isaspecification, reference

characters being used to designate the sev- |

~eral parts.
Figure 1 is an elevatlon of a double form
of my novel clasp as in use as a dress-skirt

o 28 supporter; Fig. 2, a rear view thereof, the gar-
mentbemg removed Fig. 3,an edgevlew cor- |

responding with Fw 2; Flg 4, a longitudinal
section on the line 14in Fig. 2, showing one
of the locking-arms in the loekmg position,

the otherlocking-arm beingin the disengaged

3o |
- position; Fig. 5, a rear view of a single form

of my novel clasp, Fig. 6, an edge view. cor-

responding with Fig. 5; Fl-:r 7, 4 rear view
illnstrating another form of smgle clasp; and

35 Fig. 8 is asection on the line § 8 in Fig. 7,the

locking-arm being in the disengaged posmon

A denotesthe pla.te of my novel clasp,which |

may be made of gold or silveror of any of the

ing or openings 15, depending upon whether

40
it is the single or double form; 10, the bridges;

11, the loekmg-arme, and 12 links by which _

the locking-arms are connected to the plate.
The brldfres may be made of wire or sheet

45 metalor the plates and bridges may be struck

- up from sheet metal or cast integral, if pre- |

ferred. In Figs. 1 to 6, lneluswe I have
~shown the bridges as part of a continuous
strip of wire brazed or soldered: to the plate
and serving as a strengthening-rib therefor,
asat13. This strengthening-rib may or may
not be nused, as preferred, depending upon the |

of the plate.

cheaper metals and is provided with an open-.

| thlckness of metal used in making the plate

and upon the special uses for which the clasp .
is intended. In Figs. 7 and 8 I have illus- 55

“trated a form in whlch the bridge 'is formed =
‘The lockmﬂ'—-arms ST

integral with the plate.
may be made of sheet metal, asin Fle's 7 and

8, or of wire, as in Kigs. 1 to 6,.inelusive.-
Thelinks are shown as made of wu'e although 6o
they may be made of sheet metal, if preferred

‘The locking-arms are pivoted to the Iinks and

the links are pivoted to the plate. In Figs.

1 to 4, inclusive, I have shown the links as .
p’w’oted to eyes 14, which are shown as made 65'_
integral with the strengthemng rib, although '

lthat is of course immaterial.

- Thesingle form,which is illustrated in Figs.
5 and 6, may be made precisely the same as
deseribed above, the plate being.of course 70_ :
made smaller and but one link, leckmg -arm, - -
a.nd bridge being used.

In the form illustrated in Flge 7 and 8 the
eyes are shown as struck up from the metal -
Said plate may be provided 7 5
with a slot @, by means of which a tape may '

be. cenneeted to-the device.

The operation of my novel claep w1ll it is
thought, be clearly understood from the draw- -
ings. Where the double .form is used, the 8o
operator disengages one of the lockmmarme |
from the corresponding bridge by pushmg
against the locking-arm, through the corre-
sponding opening 15, the link and arm yield-

ing at the joint and dlsengafrmg the arm from' 85

the bridge. The operator then places a fold -
of the garment between the plate-and the

{ locking-arm, the fold of garment entirely fill- =

ing the opening and covering the loecking-arm

and link, then presses the locking-arm down 90

upon the fold of garment back of the bridge,
and then presses the locking-arm forward by
pushing against the link, the posutwn of the
link at this moment bemg shown in full lines

in Fig. 4 and the position of the locking-arm g

bemg indicated by dotted lines. When the
locking-arm is moved forward by pushing -
against the link, the portion of thefold of the
garment which covers the end.of the locking-

.arm is carried under the bridge, but without 100 o

danger of tearing it, and is thereby locked in
the clasp. The same operation is repeated
‘to lock the other portion of the clasp to an-
other fold. ef the garment it belnw smplesb
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.of garment, as clearly shown in Fig. 1.
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to attach the upper end of the clasp to the opening and therefore accessiblé through the

lift the skirt or other garment as high as may
be desired, place a fold of it under the lower

locking-arm, and then push the lower lock-

ing-arm with a portion of a fold of the gar-

‘ment over the end thereof under the lower

bridge by pushing against the lowerlink. In
using the double form both links and both
locking-arms will be fully covered by the folds
To
disengage either end of the clasp from the
carment, the operator simply pushes against
the fold of garment and the loeking-arm
through the opening 15 at the end of the clasp

“which it is desired to disengage, so that the

fold of garment will drop away from the clasp
or the clasp will drop away from the garment.
It will be observed that when the locking-

arm 11 is in locking position the portion of |

the fold of the garment whieh covers its end

is pushed between the bridge 10 and the back

of the portion of the plate A which is oppo-
site toand parallel with said bridge. . There-

fore the fold of the garment is confined or

clamped not only between the rounded cor-
ners of the locking-arm and the end portions

 of the bridge 10, but also on both sides of the

30
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end bar of the locking-arm, so as to be held

or clamped against the bridge and also.

acgainst the continuous flat rear face of the
plate. B e |
Having thus deseribed my invention, 1
claim— o R
1. A eclasp comprising a plate having a fin-
ger-opening and provided at one end with a

‘bridge and at the other end with a pivoted

link, and a locking-arm one end of which is

pivoted to the link and the other adapted to

pass under the bridge carrying a portion of
a fold of a garment and locking the clasp
thereto, the said bridge, link and locking-arm
being all permanently located on one side of

the plate, and the locking-arm ¢rossing said |

oarment, first in the manner described, then | opening.

:

in

2. A clasp comprising a plate having an
opening and a bridge parallel with the plate
at one end of the opening, and a pivoted link
and a locking-arm one end of which is piv-
oted to the link and the other adapted to
pass under the bridge and carry a portion of

a fold of a garment, a locking-arm crossing

the opening and, with the link and bridge,
located permanently on the back of the plate
whereby a fold of garment may fill the open-

‘ing and cover the link and locking-arm so

that only the plate is in view when the clasp
is in use. - .

3. A clasp ecomprising
ing openings, bridges at its opposite ends,
links pivoted centrally and locKing-arms

which are pivoted to the links and cross the

openings and whose free ends are adapted to
pass under the bridges, substantially as de-
seribed. T |

4. A claspcomprising aplate provided with

a locking-plate hav-

45
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an opening and having at one end a wire

bridge secured thereto, at the other end a
pivoted wire link and a locking - arm also
made of wire which is pivoted to thelink and

70

crosses the opening and whose free end is

adapted to pass under the bridge, the bridge,
link and locking-arm being all permanently
located on the back of_the plate. |

| 5. A clasp comprising a locking-plate hav-
ing openings, a strengthening-rib, bridges

and eyes formed from a single strip of wire
and secured thereto, links pivoted to the eyes
and locking-arms pivoted to the links and
crossing the openings, substantially -as de-
seribed. | o
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
presence of two witnesses. |
CHARLES H. TOMLINSON.
Witnesses: - S |
" Louils J. GREGORY,. :
W. G. TAYLOR. -

75

&0




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

