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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. DELANO,. a

~ citizen of the United States, residing in Wo-

burn, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Shoe-Tie Fasteners, of
which the following is a specification.
This invention is a device adapted to be se-

- eured to a shoe and to prevent the tie or lac-
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ing from becoming accidentally untied.

The device is applied to the shoe by means
of one of the eyelets, preferably the upper
eyelet, the shank or barrel of said eyelet when
1n position extending through a correspond-
ingly-shaped hole in one end of the fastener,
and thus holding that end rigidly in position.
The fastener extends outward from the eye-
let, and its opposite end bears snugly against

provide considerable friction and pressure.
The loop of the tie of the shoe-lacingiscaught
under the outer or projecting end of the de-
vice and is held between it and the shoe, thus
holding the loop firmly and preventing the
lacing from untying or the knot from becom-
ing loose. Preferably a fastener is applied

under each of the upper eyelets, so that each
of the two loops, such as are usual in a bow-

knot, may be secured. -
The nature of the invention is fully de-

~scribed below and illustrated in the accom- |
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of the upper part of
that portion of the shoe which is provided
with eyelets and adapted to be laced with my
invention in position. Fig. 2 is a similar
view with the lacings in position and my in-
vention in operation. Fig. 3 is a cross-sec-

tion taken through the shoe and taken lon-.

gitudinally through the two fasteners. Fig.

4 18 an enlarged plan view of one of the fas-

teners. - Iig. 5 1s a side view of the same.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

- sponding parts.
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arepresents that portion of the upper which
18 provided with eyelets 6, adapted to receive

a shoe-lacing ¢, of which ¢’ represents the

loops of the bow. | | .

My device consists of an integral metallic
piece consisting of three portions—viz., the in-
ner end ¢, the outer end.g, and the shank or
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the shoe and is shaped especially so as to
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‘tending outward substantially parallel with
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of the lacing.

connecting said end portions and adapted to

circular and of about the same diameter as
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| connection e. The inner end is preferably

an eyelet-head when it has been pressed into

position, and this end is provided with a hole

d', which is of substantially the diameter of

the shank or barrel of the eyelet. The outer

-end g iseoncavo-convex and preferably round.

The shank orconnection e is curved or sprung
upward centrally between thetwoends. The

plane of the inner end d is at a slight angle-

with that of the under side or edge of the
otfer end g. |

- The device is applied to the shoe by 'tnéans
of an eyelet b, preferably the upper one,

whose shank or barrel extends through the
hole d’"and clamps the fastener rigidly in po-
sition, such position being preferably that
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indicated in the drawings, the fastener ex-

the upper edge of that portion of the shoe.

- By means of the curved shank or connec-
tion ¢ and the angle of the free end g with
relation to the end d the said free end ¢ dips

and is pressed snugly arid tightly against the

shoe when said shoe is filled out by the foot.
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Hence when one of the loops ¢’ is caught un-
der the end ¢ it is held firmly between said

end and the shoe and all the more firmly by
reason of the friction produced by the con-
cavo-convex shape, whereby the edge or pe-
riphery of the end ¢ is forced into the fabric

tying. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patenb,f iS_— o
~ 1. The herein-described shoe-tie-fastener,
comprising an end portion adapted to be se-

cured to the shoe.near the tie, an opposite end

portion adapted to press a portion of the tie
against the shoe, and an intermediate shank

force the outer end portion down upon said
tie, substantially as deseribed.. - - - -
2. The herein-described shoe-tie

hole d' and adapted to encircle the shank or

barrel of an eyelet and to be secured thereby

to the shoe, the outer end portion, and the
shank e connecting said portions and curved

| fastener,
comprising the portion d provided with the
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By this means the loops are -
held Intact and the knot prevented from un-
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or bent to force the outer end portwn upon | force the edges of the portwn g upon the tie
the tie and press it against the shoe, substan- | and press it against the shoe, substantially

tially as set forth. as described.
3. The herein-described shoe-tie fastener, In testimony whereof I have signed my

§ comprising the portion d provided with the | name to this specification in the presence of 15
hole d' and adapted to encircle the shank or ! two subseribing witnesses.

barrel of an eyelet and to be secured thereby | - . WILLIAM E. DELANO.
to the shoe, the outer end portion g concavo- Witnesses:
convex in shape, and the shank e connecting HENRY W. WILLIAMS,

10 said portions d and g and curved or bent to | A. W. BONNEY.
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