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No. 731,602,

UNITED STATES

| Pa,tented June 23, 1908,

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. McTAGUE, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIL

CHECK-SYSTEM RECO RDER.

SPECIFICATION forming vart of Letters Patent No. 731,602, dated June 23, _1903;

| Appliea,tibn filed Decoember 29, 1902, Serial No. 137,013,

(No mn_del.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. MCTAGUE, a |
| ods of checking, such sheetsheing used to tab-

citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Check-
System Recorders, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof. -

My invention has relation to lmprovements
in recorders for check systems; and it con-
sists in the novel construction of recorder
more fully set forth in the Spemﬁeamon and
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my recorder, showing its application
to one form of check. Fig. 2isa front eleva-
tion of the device. Fig. 3 is a top plan with
part of type-font broken away. Fig. 418 a
vertical longitudinal section on 11ne 4 4 of
Fig. 3. I‘]fr 5 is a sectional detail on line 5 5
of Fig. 3. I‘lo- 6 is a detail showing construe-
tion of the tape-advancing spool.. Fig.7 18 a
section on line 7 7 of Kig. 6. = FHig. 8 is a side
view of one of the type-bars. FIig. 918 a ver-
tical section on line 9 9 of Fig. 8§, and Fig. 10
is an inverted plan view of the type-bar.

The present recorder is intended for use in
connection with a form of check the general
nature and construction of which is deseribed
and shown in United States Letters Patent
No. 674,654, issued to me under date of May
21,1901, but while applicable tothe patented
check referred to it may be used in conjunc-
tion with any form of check contemplating
the stamping or printing of prices opposite
the individual items marked on the check,
whether such stamped prices are used alone
or whether used in conjunction with the writ-
ten prices generally marked by the waiter op-
posite the items (or articles ordered) entered
on the check.
used in conjunciion with the patented check
referred to, the device at once not only serves
to act as a check (verifier) on the cash-regis-

ter, but is also a check on the agglefrate of
th,e sum-totals of the amounts written on the
‘respective checks used in the course of a day,
this aggregate in turn corresponding to the
sum of the individual items imprinted on the
record tape or ribbon forming a part of the
The tape herem is a substi-

present device.

Where the present recorder is

| tute for the large and inconvenient tabulat:

ing-sheets used in other and prevailling meth-

nlate the individual amounts of items carried

by the several checks issued by an establish-

ment during a business day, such tabulation

‘being generally accomplished by hand-stamps

provided with typerepresenting the necessary
amounts. With my recorder these tabulat-
ing -sheets are dispensed with, the several
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amounts being imprinted on bhe traveling :

tape or ribbon “referred to at the same tlme
they are stamped on the check.

In detail the device may be described as
follows: -

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a
suitable type font or case, divided into com-
partments sufficient to hold a number of type-
bars 2, each type-bar being provided with a

70

rubber stamp 2', bearing a duplicate set of

price igures eorrespondmw to the several
prices of the articles marked on the bill of
fare. The faces of the stamps rest on the
surface of an ink:—pa,d 3, capable of insertion
into the case in the manner of a removable
panel, so that it may be inked from time to
time. .The upper edge of each type-bar is
inclined, so that the ﬁfrures marked on said
edge (sald figures replesentmﬂ‘ the denomi-
nation of the stamp) may be read to better
admntaﬂe, the inclined edge at the same time
serving as an index to the direction of inser-
tion of the type-bar into the holder of the ac-
tuating-lever, as will presently appear.

Pr ogectmfr from the front wall of the case 1
are spindles 4 and 5, respectively, the former
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being adapted to support the roll of record-

tape 6 and the latter supporting the tape-

advancing spool 7 and the actuating-lever 3.

‘The tape “anrolls from the spindle 4 onto the

spool 7, the intermediate length of tape be-

00

tween the spindle 4 and spool 7 being held

against the upper surface of the extensmn'
plate or platform 9 by the guide-pins 10 10.

The roll of tape is slipped onto the spindle 4
by first removing the terminal serew-head 11,
the roll being kept in proper alining position
with the spool 7 by a washer 12, forced against

dle and interposed between said Washer and

the case 1. |
Loosely pivoted about the spindle 5, adj ja-
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‘the roll by a spring 13, coiled about the spin- -
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cent to the front wall of the case or type-font ! ter apparent.

1, is an actuating-lever 8, normally held ele-
vated by a spring 15, whose inner end is se-

~cured 1n the front wall of the case, the spring

then being looped about the spindle 5, thence
extending forward, its free end bearing
against the under side of a peg 16, carried
near the oufer end of the lever, the latter be-
ing limited inits upward swing by a limiting-
pin 17, projecting from the front wall of the
case.

Forming an integral part of the spool 7 is
a ratchet 18, with which engage, respectively,
the driving-pawl 19 and the locking-pawl 20.
Both are spring-pawls, the former being piv-
oted to the lever, the free flexed end thereof
being brought uudel a pin 21 and the latter
hemtr pwoted to a disk 22, located at the base
of the spindle 5, the pwotal pin passing
through a curved ‘slot 23, formed in the lever
to allow for the necessary oscillation thereof,
and the free resilient end of the pawl being
brought over the upper surface of the adja-
cent guide-pin 10. |

It is apparent from the fmegom g, Figs. 2
and 9, that as the lever § is depleSbed the

- pawl 19 will advance the ratchet and spool of
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which it forms a part, the pawl 20 locking the
parts against any possible return movement
the tape being advanced the required dlS-
tance with each depression of the lever. Upon
release of the lever the latter will be restored
to 1ts normal position by the spring 15.

The free end of the lever §is provided with
a loop or holder 24, disposed transversely to
the plane of oscillation of the lever, said
holder being adapted to receive a type -bar,
the latter being guided into said holder by
the inclined fd(,e of the guide-head 25, located

adjacent to the inner end of the 100p, the |
- register stamping-machines,owing to the high
- price of such machines, the present recorder

being capable of- effectmfr the same results at

type-bar when onee inserted being supported
by a lip 26, against which bears the lower
edge of the type-bar projecting beyond the
adjacent end of the rubber stamp or type,
Figs. 4,5,9. The sarface of the lip 26 is in-
clined to the plane of the holder to allow for
an inclined insertion of the type-bar, Fig. 1;
but by the time the lever has been sufficiently

depressed to bring the type-surface against |
t recorder 1s considered. By adding the sev-
~eralamounts imprinted on the tape at the end

the platform 9 the type-bar will have been
swungtoa positionatrightangles to the plane
of the platform.

The spool 7 is provided with a removable
head 27, provided with an inner stem 28 and a
second shorter stem 29,the former beingadapt-
ed toengage a perlpherm aroove 30 of thespool
into which the end of the tape is first foreced,
when the stem 28 will securely fasten the
tape to the spool, and the stem 29 securely

hold the head in position on the spool, Figs.

0, 7, an opening 31 being formed in the spool
for the reception of the shorter stem.
Referring now to the check C, which is pro-
v1ded w1t,h an outer price- eolumn a, contain-
ing the prices written by the waiter against
Lhe several articles ordered on the card the
application of the present recorder will be bet-

|
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a” check-column b, the prices in which, un-
der my patent referred to, were stamped by
the checker -with the stamp attachment of
the cash-register. With the present recorder,
however, the prices in the check-column are
not only imprinted in said column, but the
same are imprinted on the recording-tape 6.
The check C is placed with the edge of the
check-colummn b against the alining-pegs 32
side by side with the adjacent edge of the
tape, so that when the lever 8 with its type-
bar i1s depressed the duplicate price carried
by the rubber stamp of the type-bar will be
simultaneously impressed on the check and
the tape, Fig. 1, it being understood that
the holder 24 and the respective duplicate
figures of the stamp overlap the respective
adjacent edges of the check and tape, the di-
vision-line between them (being on the line
of the pegs 32) lying in the plane of the mid-
dle of the holder (or the middle of the stamp
when once the type-bar is inserted thereinto.)

W here a cashier’s cash-registeris employed,

-of dourse the machine performs its own ad-

dition, and the sum-total recorded by a ma-
chine at the end of a day’s business may be
generally relied upon as the correct sum of
all the sales made; and yet the total sum of
the several amounts recorded on the tape 6 in
the order in which the several checks are
presented to the checker would serve as a

means of checking the accuracy of the ma-

chine, (the machine sometimes being out of
order,) sothat even in establishments where

a cashier’s cash-register may already be in-

stalled the sum-total of the figures entered
on the tape would constitute a means of check-
ing the machine. Thepurpose of the present,
recorder, however, is to dispense with cash-

a cost which is nominal when compared with
the high cost of the cash-register. While the
cash- 1e01%t61 may have the advantdﬂ'e of per-
for'mmﬂ' its own addition, the mental addi-
tion necessary to be per formed on the tapeis
not a disadvantage when the low cost of the

The check C is provided with
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of a day’s business this amount will serve to

check the aggregate of the sum-totals of the
columns a of the several checks presented to
the checker, enabling the latter not only to

imprint a check-column on each check, (a eol-

umn verifying the accuracy of the prices
written by the waiter,) but to imprint a du-
plicate of the check-columns of the various
checks onto the tape, whose total can be foot-
ed up or computed mentally at the conclu-
sion of the day’s business. The tape dis-
penses with the use of the large tabulating-
sheets referred to above and as practlced un-
der other systems and also dispenses with
the use of cash-register stamping devices as
pmctleed under the system referred to in my
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patent. The tape of the present recorder
takes the place of the automatic adding mech-
anism of such register, the prlntmn' of the

check-column being a feature common to |
both, the present device having the advan-

tage, as before stated, of cheapness and nec-
essarily within the reaeh of establishments
with limited means.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—-—-

1. A recorder comprising a suitable type
font or case adapted to have a traveling rec-
ord-tape mounted in connection therewith, an
actuating -lever for advancing said tape, a
type-holder at the free end of the lever, and
a removable type-bar adapted to be support-
ed in said holder in a position to cause the
face of the type to overlap the edge of the
tape, substantially as set forth.

2. A recorder comprising a type font or

case, a platform or plate forming a part there- |

of, a record-tape being adapted to be mount-
ed above the platform, means for holding the
opposite ends of a section of the tape perma-
nently against the platform, the latter being
extended a suitable distance beyond the tape
for the support of a card or check, said check
being adapted to be placed side by side with
the tape, an actuating-leverfor advancing the
tape, a type-holder forming a support for
the type, the latter being pmwded with a du-
plicate set of figures or eharacters overlap-

ping the line of division between said tape
and check when mounted on the holder, said
ficures being adapted to be simultaneously
1mpressed upon the tape and check, substa,n—
tially as set forth.

3. A recorder comprising a suitable case,
spindles projecting from one of the walls
thereof, one of said spindles being adapted
to support a roll of tape, a spool mounted on
the second spindle for the reception of the
tape unwound from the first spindle,a ratehet-
disk forming a part of thespool, alever loosely
mounted on the spool-spindle, a spring for

normally holding the lever in an elevated po-
sition, a type-holder at the free end of the
lever disposed transversely to the plane of
oscillation of the lever, a driving-pawl car- l

| ried by the lever, a locking-pawl carried by

the case, a nlatform for the travel of the sec-
tion of the tape disposed between the spin-

>
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dles, the said platform extending a suitable

distance beyond the outer edge of the tape
for the support of a suitable check or card,
whereby the impression by the type mounted
in the holder shall be simultaneous on the
tape and card, substantially as set forth.

. In arecor der a suitable type-font adapt-

ed 130 have a reeord tape mounted in connec-
tion therewith, an actuating-lever for the
tape, a type-holde'r at the oscillating end- of
the lever mounted transversely to the direc-
tion of travel of the tape, a type-bar adapted

to be inserted into said holder, a lip on sald

holder for thesupport of the type-bar, a head
having an inclined face for guiding the type-
bar 1111:0 the holder, the type having a dupli-
cate set of impression figures or ch&racters
adapted to be simultaneously printed on the
tape, and on a check placed adjacent thereto,
substantially as set forth.

5. In a recorder, a suitable type-font, a de-
tachable ink-pad mounted in the same, the
font being divided into a series of compart-

faces of the latter resting against the pad;
substantially as set forth.

6. In a recorder, a type-font adapted to

have a traveling record- -tape mounted in con-
nection therewith, a platform or supporting
surface projecting from the font for the sup-
port of the tape and for the support of a
check placed contiguous thereto, and a suit-

able type-holder mounted adjacent to the

type-font and over the platform, and adapted
to present the characters of the printing-face

of the type against the tape and check, and

simult&neously impress the same thereon
transversely to the edges of the tape and
check, substantially as set forth.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES H. McTAGUR.

Witnesses:
EMIL STAREK,

EDWARD W. DUNN.
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ments for retaining the type, the printing-
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