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To all whom it MY COMCETTL:

Be 1f; known that I, ROBERT CRESSWELL a

subject of the King of Great Britain and Tre-
- land, residing at Spring Creek, Marlborough,
g in the Colony of New Zealand, have invented
certain new and . useful Improvements in
- Reaping, Mowing, or Binding Machine Fin-
~gers; and I do hereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
10 invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled |
- in the art to which it apper I:ams to make and

use the same.

This invention relates to 1mpmvements in |
mowing, and binding machine fin-

~ reaping, _
. I5 gers adapted to facilitate the action of the

cutting-knife upon the crop to be dealt with.
- Inor dmm y machines the fingers tend to over-

ride heavy crops, in dealmg with which an

auxiliary finger has been employed, but not
20 with entirely satisfactory results, free grain

.and rubbish being then frequently so eollect-
ed as to choke the knife. I provide neither

- an ordinary nor an auxiliary finger, but a

- steel or other finger of special construction

2 5 having edges converging to a point in front,

but ha,vmn' itsrear erested and recessed, form-

ing pr ogectlons, the upper projection or horn
| 1*ising high above the lower or heel, which has

means to fasten the finger to the machine.

30 Extendmg inward from the aforesaid recess

is & groove in which is secured a ledger-plate,

above which plate the knife ‘which cuts the

- ¢ropreciprocates, whilerubbish orloose grain

: picked up by the machine falls clear of the

35 finger, and thus the knife is not ehoked in
the groove.
- The accompanying drawings 111ustlate this
invention 1n a form smtable for the " Deer-
~ ing” type of machine.

40 Figure 1 isa side elevation of the rear - half
(or thereaboub) of a finger. Fig.2isa trans-
verse section on line o of Fig. 1 Fig. 8 is a
- plan with a part near the pomt and a parb of
the horn broken away.

- 45 The construction is not limited to the

cise form shown, bat may be modified with-

out departing from the scope of the inven- |
tlon, which Is applicable tonumerous typesof |

tlm machmes aforesmd

pr e-.

A is the ﬁnn'eI having upper and lower 50 |

edges converging to & pomt A’ and having

means, as hole B through which a bolt may
be passed to fasten it 1;0 the bar of the ma-
chine. The rear of the finger Is crested, as |
shown, the crest terminating in a horn C, 55

while the lower projecting heel of the finger

i is marked D. Extending forward from the

recess K, located between Cand D, 184 groove
F, removably secured in which is the ledger-
plate G, over which the cutting-knife of the 6o

-machme reciprocates.

All the fingers of the machine may be sub-

stantially as above described, or it may suffice

in some cases to alternate my fingers w1‘rh or-
dinary fingers. 65
What 1 clmm as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States, is—
1. A finger for harvesting - machines and -

‘the like, comprising a body portion having 7yo
~converging upper and lower edges, the upper

edge terminating in a horn and the lower edge
in a heel, a recess being formed in the rear

of said body portion between said horn and

heel, & narrow web-section formed. between 7'5
and connecting said upper and lower edges
and a removable ledger-plate secured in a

| groove extending forwardly from said recess.

2. A finger for harvestersand thelike, com-

lpmsmﬂ' a body portion having an enlarwed 8o '

overhanging upperedge 1nchned downwardly
toward the pomt of the finger, and a lower
edge inclined upwardly toward the point of
the finger, a recess being formed in the rear
portlon of the finger between said upper and 8g
loweredges, formmw a horn upon therear por- -
tion of sald upper edn'e, a narrow web-section

| formed between said upper and lower edges,

a heel upon the rear portion of said lower
edge, and a ledger-plate removably secured in go
a IOI‘WdI‘dly-e‘{tendan‘ groove 1n said finger.

In testimony whereof I affix my s wnmtule
in presence of two witnesses. |

ROBERT CRESSWELL

Witnesses: |
R. M. CALLUM,
| W. G, WAKELIN,
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