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1o all whom it may concern: |

- Be it known that I, NICHOLAS BLANOHET
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Pen-
dleton, in the county of Umamlla zmd State
of 016*3"0]:1 haveinvented certain new and use-

fal Imp1 ovements in Automatic Bait-Boxes,

of which the following is a specification.
‘Thisinvention wla.tes tio an automatic bait-

box for the use of fishermen, and the main

purpose of the same is to provide a simple

and effective device adapted to be attached

to a fishing-rod and having means whereby
bait may be conveniently and regularly eject-
ed therefrom w1th1n convement reaching dis-

of carrylng a separate box and the dela} and

- 1nconvenience of frequent movements from

- 20

- will be more fully heremafter deser 1bed and |
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one place to another in order to obtain bait
for replenishing a hook with the same.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which

claimed. |
In the draw Ings, Flﬂ*ule 1is a top pl.?m view
of a portionof a ﬁshmn' rod, showing the im-

- proved bait-box secured thereto in operative
- position. Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the im-

proved balt-box, showing it in & posmon dif-

ferent from that illustrated by Fig. 1. Fig,

3 is a section through the 1mp10ved bait-box

in the position shown by Fig. 2, showing the
- manner of inserting a hook to enn*ao*e the balt |

Fig. 4 I8 a tra,nsverbe section on the line 4 4,
Fig. 1. Fig. 5is a transverse section on the
line 5 5, Flg 2, Fig, 61s a deta,ll elevation
of a pormon of the devme

Similarnumerals of reference are employed

~ toindicate corresponding parts in the several
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The numeral 1 designates a tubulm eylin-

drical body, which 1is closed at one end by a
“cap 2, having a slot 3 at its front end engawed |
by outwaldb bent locking-tongues 4, inte-

orally formed with the rear extremlty of the

‘body, the tongues being capable of an inward

bending operation to perr:mt the cap to be re-
moved whe_n it 1s desired to clean or other-
wise adjust the parts of the bait-box. The

tongues 4 extend through the slot 3 of the cap

2, as clearly shown by Fig. 2, and engage suit-

] able counter-slots 5, cut in the olp'posite wallg

ot theslot 3, toprovidea secure holding means
for the cap and prevent the latter from acei-
dentally pulling off from the rear end of the
"body 1. To the center of the rear end of the 55
ceap 2 a hanger-link or analogous device 6 is

| movably attached for the purpose of connect-

‘ing the entire bait-box to a fish-basket or other
device when not in use for convenience in
transportation and storage. HExtendinglongi- 6o
tudinally of the body 1 is a slot 7, with a lat-
erally-extending recess or counter-slot 8 near
the cap 2, the said slot 7 serving as ventilat-
ling means for the interior of the box and the
Gountel slot 8 for manipulating and control- 65
| ling the position of parts contained within the
( body and which will be now set forth. Mov-
ably mounted within the body 1 is a hollow
follower or expelling device 9, having a front
| closed end 10, and extanding into the said 7o
follower or expelling device is the front ex-
tremity of an expelling-spring 11, having its
opposite terminal bearing against the rear
end of the cap 2, the said spring holding the
follower or expelling device normally pro- 75
jected to its full forward movement within
the body. To prevent the follower or expel-
ling device from turning within the body, a
hedded stud 12 projeects 011tward1y therefrom
and movesintheslot7,and whentheimproved 3o
device is filled with bait the headed stud is -
crasped and drawn rearwardly toward the cap
2 until the counter-slot 8 isreached, when the
fisherman or operator inserts his finger
through the said slot and firmly holds the fol- 85 .
l lower retlacted It will be seen that when -
l the follower or expelling device is drawn
backwardly toward the cap 2 the spring 11 is

-| compressed, and when the bait is inserted in

the improved device it is disposed againstthe go
front closed end 10 of the said follower or ex-
pelling device and is thus forced toward the
delivery end of the bait-box. The front end

of the body 1 has a conical nozzle or feeder
13, with a slot 14 therein extending length- 95
| wise thereof and having an angular guard 15
projecting outwardly from one of the walls
thereof. In rear of the said slot and at the
front extremity of the body is a pair of out-
wardly-projecting ears 16, between which the 1co
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rearwardly-extending shank 17 of a closure

13 1s pivotally mounted, the said closure con-

forming in contour to the remaining portion
of the nozzle and having a flange 19 at one
side which bears closely againstthe guard 15,
fhe latter and the said flange preventing the
bait from being forced outwardly in a lateral
direction from the nozzle, and thereby pre-
vent loss of the same. The closure 18 is nor-
mally held shut by a spring 20. Interposed

- between the shank and the adjacent part of

15
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the body 1 and continuing from the said
shank is a suitably roughened or milled fin-
ger-plece 21, on which the fisherman or user
of the bait-box exerts a downward pressure

to open the closure when it is desired to with-

draw a bait therefrom. The guard 15 con-
tinues forwardly and downwardly toward the
free end of the nozzle from the one ear 16,

and the side portion of the closure opposite

that which closely bears against the guard
and having the flange 19 is projected beyond

the opposite ear, so that the fisherman may j

obtain enough clearance to reach the bait
when the closure is opened without effecting
a toogreat exposure of the bait and avoid lia-
bility of loss of the same. The body 1 onop-
posite sides of the counter-slot 8 is formed
with milled or serrated finger-gripping sur-
faces 22 to afford the fisherman or operator
means for obtaining a firm hold on the body
during the operation of maintaining the fol-
lower or expelling device in retracted posi-
tion. It will also be understood that the
spring 11 will be of a light nature and not
strong enough to impart a crushing pressure
Lo the bait, but having sufficient resilient
force to gradually feed and press the bait to-
ward the nozzle 13.

The improved bait-box when in use is

adapted to be attached to a fishing-rod, and

for this purposealongitudinally-disposed con-
cave seal 23 1s secured to the intermediate
portion thereof by metallic strips 24, the lat-
ter having slots 25 therein, through which is
passed a strap 26, provided with a buckle.
T'he seat 23 is placed against the rod and the
strap 26 drawn around the latterand secured,
sald seat being long enough to prevent the
box from moving from its applied position
and maintaining it in parallel relation to the
rod, as clearly shown by Fig. 1.

It will be seen that the particular mode of
attaching the cap 2 to the rear extremity of
the body provides convenient means for gs-
sembling the spring 11 and follower 9 in re-
lation to the body 1, and, as before stated,

~ 8sald cap may be removed at any time and the

6o

backwardly as far as possible.

spring and follower withdrawn from the body
to permit the latter to be cleaned and after-
ward the parts reassembled, as shown. In
charging the improved box with bait the clo-
sure 131s opened and the baitinserted through
the slot 14 against the follower or expelling
device 9, the latter having been first drawn
After the
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bait has been inserted in the box the closure
13 1s released and the follower or expelling
device is permitted to exert its pressure

against the bait within the body. When it 4o
1s desired to withdraw a bait from the box,
the closure 18 isopened and the bait are with-
drawn, as shown by Fig. 3, and by successive
operations, whereby the bait is relieved from
l the box, the follower or expelling device

gradually forces the remaining portion of the
bait toward the feeding-nozzle or outlet end
of the device. | |

It is proposed to construct the improved
balt-box of suitable sheet metal of non-corro-

’ sive nature and to suitably ornament the

same by plating or other design embellish-
ment, and 1t will also be understood that the
dimensions and proportions of the entire
structure may be varied at will.

The improved device will be found excep-
tionally useful for the purpose for which it
has been devised and will avoid considerable
annoyance to fishermen by always having

! their bait at hand and ready for use.

75._.
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Having thus fully deseribed the invention, -
what is claimed as new is— |
1. A bait-box consisting of a tubular body
havinga conical outlet end, and a spring-ac-
tuated feeding device mounted in the body
and operating to force the bait toward the
outlet end of the latter. |
2. A bait-box of the class set forth for at-
tachment to a fishing-rod having means there-
in for foreing the bait toward the front out-
let end thereof. |
3. A bait-box for attachment to a fishing-
rod or the like having a tubular body with a
front conical feeding-nozzle, a closure mov-
ably operating in relation to said nozzle, and
a spring-actuated feeding device disposed in
i the body.
i
I
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4. A bait-box having a tubular body with
a feeding-nozzle at the front extremity there-
of formed with an outlet-slot having a guard
at one side, a closure codperating with said
slot, and a spring-actuated expelling device
mounted in the body. |
5. A Dait-box comprising a tubular body
having a slot extending longitudinally there- 115
of,a spring-actuated expelling device mount-
ed in the body and having a headed projec-
tion extending through the said slot, and a
reduced extremity at the front end of the
body having means to permit the removal of
balt therefrom and toward which the expel-
| ling device presses the bait within the body.
6. A Dbait-box comprising a tubular body
l with a longitudinally-extending slot therein
and a counter-slot near the rear end of the
body, an outlet device on the front end of the
{ body, and a spring-actuated expelling device
mounted in the body and having a headed
projection movable in the slot, the said ex-
pelling device being accessible through the
counter-slot.
7. A bait-box comprising a tubular body

ITO
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with a slot therein and tongues at the rear
end thm eof, a slotted cap ﬁtted over the rear
end of the body and engaged by the said

tongue, an expelling device movably mounted

5 in the body, and outlet means at the forward
extremity of the body. -
8. A bait-box comprising an elongated tu-

 bular body having an outlet means at its for- |

C'_'

ward extremity, and a spring-actuated bELIt- |
expelling device in the said body. 10
In testlmon} whereof I affix my signature
1n presenca of two witnesses.
| NICHOLAS BLANGHET
Witnesses:
J. H. RALEY,
ADNA RALEY.
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