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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, GARRET GRAVEN, & Cliti-

in the county of Sheboygan and State of Wis-
consin, have invented a new and useful Mail-
Box, of which the following is a specification.

TlllS invention relates to mail-boxes, more
particularly to boxes of this eharacter em-
ployed in connection with the rural mail-de-
livery service, and has for its objects to sim-
plify and cheapen the -construction of such
devices, to increase their convenience and ef-
ﬁclency, and to lessen the labor of collecting
and delivering the mail; and the invention
consists in certain novel fea,tmes of the con-
struction, ashereinaftershown and described,
and specified in the claims.

In the drawings illustrative of the inven-
tion, in which correspondm parts are indi-
cated by like designating characters, Figure
1 is a perspective view of the device closed.
Fig. 2 is a transverse section. Fig. 318 a per-
spective view of the swinging mml—reoeptacle
and its attachments d1sconnecbed

In this invention is comprigsed an inclosing

casing 10, preferably eylindrical and of smt— |

able eapaelty and mounted upon a post or
other support 11 at a convenient point and
at a suitable height to accommodate the mail-
carrier. The casing may be of any required
size and when employed in connection with
the rural delivery service will be constructed
in conformity with the recommendations ot
the Post-Office authorities. Generally these

‘receptacles will be about eighteen inches long

and eight inches in dlameter but it will be
understood that these dimensions may be va-
ried to any required extent, as circumstarnces
may require.
of galvanized iron or steel of suitable strength
and will be provided with a longitudinal ap-
erture 12 through one side and will likewise
be provided with hollow studs 13, extending
centrally from the ends and in longitudinal
alinement relative to the casing.

ture 12 is provided with a cover 14, curved
to conform to the casing, and with wings 15
16, extending from its ends and journaled
upon the pm,]eetmfr portions of the studs 13,
so that the cover will swing around the studs
as centers and cover a,nd uncover the aper-
The edges of the aperture 12 will be

ture.

The casing will preferably be |

The aper-.

| rolled outwardly, as shown at 17 18 in Fig. 2,

and the cover member will be formed Wlth
an offset lip 19, extending from its upper
edge and closely engaging the surface ot the
casing above the rolled edﬂ'e 17 to form a
moisture-tight joint between the cover and
casing at that point. The lower edge of the

cover member is formed with a relatlvely

large ‘‘roll” 20 and extended outwardly to a
sufficient distance to provide means for the
ready engagement therewith of the back of
the hand or wrist or fingers of the carrier
when opening the cover. By this simple ar-

rangement the carrier can open the casing

WILh the same hand that holds the mail to be

“deposited or with the hand without removing

mitten or glove, which is an tmpor tant advan-
tage in cold weather.

Extendmﬂ' from one end of the casing 10 is
a stop 21, so disposed that the end bracket

formed by the wing 15 will strike it when

the cover is opened, and thus limit the rear-
ward movement of the cover and hold it
open in position to be closed by a mere touch.

Within the casing is movably disposed a mail-

support operatwe by the weight of the mail

deposited thereon and conneeted to a signal
mechanism,so that the signal will be operated
by the moving of the mail-support. Thesup-
port will be so constructed and arranged that
it will be operated both in depositing mail
for collection by the carrier or when mail is

deposited by the carrier and operating the

signal for the benefit of both the carrier and
the box-owner. This mail- -support consists
of a swinging plate 22, preferably of metal
and forming a nmbltlon longitudinally of the
casing and connected to a signal-carrying
arm WhICh serves to overbalance the plate
and hold it 1n a substantmlly horizontal po-
sition when empty, as shown in Fig. 2.

The plate 22 is connected to a wire frame
23, having its ends 24 extended through the
hollow studs 13, which thus become the bear-
ings on which the plate swings by one of its

‘edges

One of the pins 24 is extended into a rod 25,
having a signal-flag or other suitable denot-
ing member 26 upon its free end, as shown,
the rod extending oppositely to the plate and
heavy enough to' overbalance it and hold it
normally in°a horizontal position, as shown
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By this means so long as the sup-
port 22 is empty the signal will remain de-
pressed and denote to both the carrier and to
the person owning the box that the box 1s
empty.

The piate 22 is provided with a spring-clip

27 to assist in holding the mail deposited in

the receptacle and will be located upon the

upper side of the plate when the latter is in

its apper position, as in full lines in Kig. 2.
By this simple arrangement when the carrier
approaches the box if he has no mail to de-
liver and observes that the signal 26 is de-
pressed he passes along, as the depressed po-
sition of the signal denotes that there is no
mail to be colleeted

If the carrier has mail to deliver, he pays no
attention to the signal, but grasps the mail in
one hand and may, if he prefers, open the
door 14 by means of the back of the hand
which holds the mail, as before deseribed,

and lay the mail upon the horizontaﬂy-poised §

plate 22 or beneath the clip 27 and with-
draws his hand and closes the cover by a
licht touch, as before mentioned. The weight
of the deposited mail overbalances the plate
22 and throws the signal into its upward po-
sition, and thus denotes to the owners of the
box that mail has been deposited therein. If
when the carrier approaches the box the sig-
nal is elevated, he is thus notified that mail

has been deposited for collection by thel

owner, who by inserting it beneath the clip
27 causes its weight to overcome the sigral
and elevate it in the same manner as when
the carrier deposits mail in the receptacle.
If the carrier has no mail to deliver, hesim-
plyremoves the mail deposited for collection,
and by reason of the construction shown this
can be done, as before noted, without remov-
ing gloves or mittens, as the door can be
opened and the mail swept from the receiver
intothe pouch with mittened or gloved hands.
If the carrier has mail to deliver and finds

mail deposited for collection, then he first |

removes this mail and deposits the mail for
delivery. It will be obvious that when mail
is both delivered and collected the signal
will remain elevated, as the plate 22 will be
constantly weighted.

Extending alon{r the bottom of the casing
justin advance of the bottom line of the plate
22 when depressed, as shown in Fig. 2, 18 a
rod or wire 28, between which and the piate
any mail-matter, such as a postal card, too
light to overbalance the flag 26, may be in-

- serted to ‘“‘lock” the pla,te in its depressed

posnmn -

The whole device is very simple in con-
strnetion, easily operated, and contains no
eomplicated parts togetoutof order or broken
by rough usage.

The contents.of the casing are thoroughly |

‘receiver 18 movably poised within said casing
“and a rod extending from one of said pins and
carrying a signal, and movable with the

t and ,]oumaled in said studs,

A | | 730,762 B

protected from the elements, and the device
being wholly of metal will not be deteriorated
thereby.

Various changes and modifications might
be resorted to in the details of the _coustruc-
tion without departing from the principle of
the invention or sacrificing any of its advan-
tages, and I wish it to be understood that I

modifications and changes as may fall within

the scope of the claims.

Having thus described my 1nventwn what

I elaim 1s—

1. Inamail-boxaninclosing casing, a mail-
receiver swinging from one edge within said
casing, a rod extending from said receiver

‘and carrying a signal and adapted to be op-
‘erated by the movement of said receiver, sub-:
-stantially as described.

2. In a mail- box, an melosmg casing, hav-
ing an opening in one side and with hollow

studs extending from its opposite ends in
longitudinal a,lmement therewith, a mail-re-

ceiver having pins extending fmm one edge
and JOlllﬂaled in said studs, whereby smd

swinging movement of said receiver, sub-
stantlally as described. -

3. In a mail-box, an mclogmﬂ' casing hav-
ing an opening in one side and with hollow

studs extending from its opposite ends in
longitudinal alinement therewith, a mail-re-

celver having pins extended from one edge
whereby S&Id
receiver is movably poised within said casing

‘a rod extending from one of said pins and
earrying a signal,

and movable with the
swinging movement of said receiver, and a
cover tosald opening and provided with wings

‘movablyengaging said hollowstuds, substan-
tially as deseribed.

4. In a mail-box, an inclosing casing, a
mail-receiver movably disposed within said
casing and adapted to be operated by the
weight of the mail deposited thereon, a sig-

‘nal connected to said mail-receiver and op-

erative thereby, and a stop disposed within

| said casing adjacent to the free edge of said
‘movable plate when in its depressed position
to form means for supporting mail-matter too
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‘do not wish to be limited to the precise de-
‘tails set forth, but reserve the right to such

75

g’
¢

» 90

95

I00

105

IIO

r1g

light to overbalance the plate, substa,nblally .

as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have heretoaffixed mysignaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

GARRET GRAVEN.

Witnesses:
PETER DUANE, _
S. EDWARD HINBREGTSO.
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