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To all whom it may conceri:

Beit knownthatI, HENRY C. SMITH,of Blue
Island, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sliding-Door Tracks, ot
which the following is a full, clear, and exact

deseription, reference being had to theaccom-

panying drawings, forminga part of thisspeci-
fication, in which like letters of reference in
the different figures indicate corresponding
parts. | |

The object of my invention 1s 10 so con-

struct a sheet-metal track for sliding doors |

adapted for use upon barns, gates, freight-

strong, cheap, and durable, while enabling
the detachable brackets which serve to sup-
port the same to be spaced at any predeter-
mined distance from each other and firmly
and rigidly secured to the track without the
use of bolts, serews, or other fastening de-
vices. | | |
Totheseendsmy invention consistsin forms-
ing said track from a single
metal consisting of a tubular or hollow por-
tion and a collateral reinforecing and fasten-

ing flange of such contour in cross-section as

to receive and retain therein the heads of
bracket, by which said track may be sup-
orted, all of which is hereinafter specifl
described and definitely claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

tion of a railway-car,showing my improved |

track applied thereto and a sliding door
mounted upon said track. ¥ig. 21s a per-

spective view of a bracket adapted to support

said track. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of &
portion of a track. Fig. 41is an end view of
said track, showing the manner of connecting
the bracket therewith for support; and Figs.
5, 6, and 7 are end views showing modified
forms of construction. ° |
Referring to said drawings, @, Kig. 1, repre-

‘sents a portion of a railway-car to which my |

improved hollow track b is secured by means
of supporting-brackets ¢, as hereinafter de-
seribed. Said track, which is designated gen-
erally by said reference-letter 0, is formed
from a single sheet-metal blank and consists
of a hollow or tubular portion d, preferably
cireular in cross-section, and a supplemental
bracket-fastening flange portion ¢, extending

piece of sheet

cally

tangentially, or substantially so, from the
circle formed by the part d and thencecurved
or otherwise bent inwardly, as shown at f,
Figs. 3 and 4, the generaland preferable form
being substantially represented in cross-sec-
tion either by the figure ‘‘9” or *‘ 6,” according
as the tubular portion is placed at the top or
bottom. I prefer,however, to place it at the
top, although it isobvious that either the part
d or f may form the tread of the track.
The bracket (designated generally by c) is

6o

provided with the usual part g, by which it

is attached to a wall or other permanent sup-
port, an arm h, and a head portion 2, which

is made to conform in shape to the inferior

or cross-sectional area between the parts d
and f, as more clearly shown in FKig. 4. In
erecting a track the.heads of the brackets are
passed sidewise intosaid space and positioned
as shown in Fig. 1, it being obvious that any
predetermined number of brackets may be

used and that they be located to meet exist-
“ing requirements. | |

In Figs. 5and 6 I haveshown modifications
of said track. In theformer thetubular por-
tion is oblong in eross-section, as shown at j,
while the retaining-flange is rectangular, as
shown at .. In Fig. 6 the bottom [ of the
tubular portion and the bottom m of the re-
taining-flange are placed obliquely to each

other, so as to form a dovetailed space be-

tween them for the reception of a correspond-
ing dovetailed head upon the supporting-

‘bracket. -

It is-obvious that the cross-section of the
tubular portion, as well as the contour of the

supplemental or bracket-retaining flange,

may be greatly varied without departing

from the general principle involved, provided

that it is made so as to receive and secure the
bracket-head against any but a lateral move-
ment and that without additional fastening
devices. For example,in Fig. 7 I have shown
the lower portion bent inwardly upon itself,

so that two tubular portions are formed con-.

rected by an integral part, so that the head
of the bracket may be secured between the
two tubular portions. |

The inturned portion forming a part of the
tubular tread may, if desired, be welded by
means of a lap-weld to the part with which
it is brought intc contact, as shown at n,
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Fig. 5, and if found necessary to reinforce
the tread where thin metal is employed in-
stead of carryingitaround in a roll, as shown
in Fig. 4, it may be bent upward vertically
in alinement with the middle of the tread,
as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 4.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A track of the class described, formed
from a single piece of sheet metal bent in
cross-gsection in the form of a eclosed tube with

tially therefrom and thence bent inwardly
and backwardly toward said tube, to form a

space between said tube and supplemental
portion for the reception of a bracket-head.

‘a supplemental portion extending tangen- |

.l
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2. A track of the class described, formed

from a single piece of sheet metal bent in

cross-section in the form of a closed tube and
welded upon itself at the line of juncture, a
portion of said sheet metal being extended
tangentially from said tubular portion and
thence bentinwardly and backwardly toward,
but out of contact with, said tubular portion.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification, in the presence of two subsecrib-
Ing witnesses, this 6th day of February, 1903.

HENRY C. SMITH.

20

Witnesses: |
| D. . FLETCHER,
ROBERT CATHERWOOD.
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