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To all whom 6 Ny concern:
Be it known that I, STEPHEN D. ENGLE, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of _ .
| is doubled at its free end to provide the eyes
9. The eyes of the swinging member 6 are
preferably arranged between the eyes 5° of |

Hazleton, in the county of Luzerne and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented new and use-

ful Improvements in Skirt-Holders, of which-

the followingisafull, clear, and exact deserip-
t1om. | .

My invention relates to improvements in
skirt-holders; and the object that 1 have in
view is the provision of a simple and cheap
article for holding women’s skirts from drag-

oging on the roadway, thus relieving the user
of the labor of holding up the skirt by hand, |
said holder being advantageously used incon-
nection with any kind of a skirt made of thick .

or thin fabries and operating by frictionalen-

acagement of its parts with the dress fabric,
so as to entirely overcome any liability of in-.

jury thereto. |
With these ends in view the invention con-

sists in the novel construction and arrange--
ment of parts, which will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed. o |
Reference is to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in whieh similar characters of reference indi-
| thereon.
conform to the curvature of the member o3

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my

device applied. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional late is |
elevation,on anenlarged scale,illustrating the }. member, S0 that the lower active part of the
application of the improved holder; and Fig.

3 is a view of the holder in elevation looking

at the inner side or face thereof. S
In carrying my invention into practice I

provide a skirt-holder consisting of a curved

vieldable member 5 and aswinging member b,

the latter having a pivotal connection with

the yieldable member, preferably at one end
thereof, and carrying a gripping member 7,

disposed in cooperative relation to the curved

vieldable member 5.
In the embodiment of the invention shown
by the accompanying drawings the yieldable

member J is bent from a single piece of wire |
to form the side strands 5%, which are united
at one end by a curved cross-bar 3°, the other

endsof side members 5* being bent to produce
the eyes 5° The other swinging member 6

so is also bent from a single piece of wire into

the diverging strands 6, whieh are united at | portion of this member 5 is curved on a less

i
;

| one end by a straight cross-bar 6°; but the

other end portions of these members 6 are
brought together to form the shank 8, which

the yieldable curved member 5,and these parts
are pivotally connected by a transverse pin 10.

The gripping member 7 is in the form of a
roller, preferably made of wood or other rela-
tively hard material, and this roller is loosely

it on the cross-bar 6, and said roller is pref-
erably provided with a yieldableor compressi-
ble jacket 11, made of rubber or other suit-
able material, in order to increase the effi-

‘ciency of the device.

Although I have shown and described the

curved member 5 and the pivoted member 6
| as being made of wire, 1 do not limit myself to

mounted on the swinging  member by fitting
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this specific eonstruction; but when the parts

are made of wire I preferably employ a face-
plate in order to partly conceal the members
and to impart an attractive appearance to the

/5

article. This face-plateisindicatéd at12,and

it may be stamped and struck up in a man-
ner to
The plate is preferably curved to

but said plate is not equal in length to the

produce an ornamental exposed face

S0

vieldable member will project beyond the

lower edge of the plate. In order to unite the
plate to the member 5, I provide said plate ab
its top edge with the perforated ears 13, which

I are disposed to overlap the eyes 5°of the mem-

ber 5, and through these ears passes the piv-
otal pin 10, the latter serving to attach the
upper edge of the plate to the member 5 and
to pivotally conneet the member 6 to said
member § and the face-plate.

at its side edges, and said lips are arranged
to be bent around the strands 5*of the curved
member 5 and engage therewith at points
above the gripping-surface of the member 5,
which codperates with the elastic-covered
oripping-roiler 7. | | --
" The member 5 is peculiarly curved with re-

lation to the swinging member 6. The major

00

The lower por-
| tion of the face-plate is provided with lips 14

95

I1CO




{0

15

=

730,625

radius than that of the arc deseribed by the | from the labor of holding up the skirt, thus

roller 7 when the member 6 is adjusted from

the axis afforded by the pin 10; butthe lower

projecting free end of said member 5 is curved

inwardly toward the path of the member 7,
whereby the roller or member is adapted to

ride against the free portion of the elastic’

member 5.

The improved skirt-holder may be used by

doubling or folding a portion of the skirt upon
itself, as at A, and thrusting this doubled por-

tion of the skirt over the free end portion of

the elastic member 5, after which the member
6 18 moved inwardly toward said member 5

in order that the roller 7 may ride upon the
The member 5

folded portion-of the skirt.
yilelds or gives to the inward movement of the
swinging member 6, and theroller 7 is adapted

~-to turn freely on the cross-bar 6° of said mem-

20

25

—-- 1ion of this bowed spring member is pivoted
the shiftable member. The free or unconfined:
portionof the bowed spring memberis curved
on an arc ot less radius than that deseribed:
by the gripping portion of the shiftable mem-:
ber to secure the necessary clamping action
- between the two members when brought into

40
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ber 6, whereby said roller is adapted to codop-
erate with the member 5 in firmly gripping the
folded portion of the skirt between the two

members 5 6.
From the foregoing description it will be

understood that I provide a bowed spring
member 5, having an unconfined or free

yieldable portion 5* To the other end por-

cooperative relation.

ing chain 15, the same having a connecting-
link 16 at its lower part arranged to fit around
the holder preferably at a point adjacent to
the pivotal pin 10. The upper end of the
chain 15 is provided with a hook 17, which is
shown by IFigs. 1 and 2 in engagement with
a walist-belt 3. The chain 15 is adapted to

suspend the holder and the skirt, and the use
of the improved article relieves the wearer |

leaving both hands free. | |

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - | |

1. A skirt-holder comprising a bowed
spring member having an unconfined yield-
able portion, and a shiftable member pivoted
to said bowed member and having at its free
end -a gripping portion arranged to ride
against the unconfined yieldable portion of
the bowed member, said yieldable portion of
the spring member being curved on an are of

less radius than that deseribed by the grip-.

ping portion of the shiftable memberand nor-
mally lying in an arc ececentric to the path of
the shiftable member.

2. A skirf- holder comprising a curved
yieldable member, a shiftable member piv-
oted tosaid yieldable member, and a gripping-
roller carried by said pivoted member and
disposed in cooperative relation to the yield-
able member. .

3. A skirt-holder comprising a curved
yieldable member, a shiftable member piv-
oted thereto,and a roller mounted in said shift-
able member and provided with a yieldable
gripping-face, the latter adapted to engage
with the eurved member. |

4. A skirt-holder comprising a curved
yieldable member, a shiftable member piv-
oted thereto, a face - plate fastened to the

curved member and partially concealing the
| 'same, and a gripping member carried by the
| shiftable member. |

I prefer to provide means for connecting the
skirt-holder to a waist-belt or other part of.
the garment, and in the embodiment of the
invention herein shown I employ a suspend-

5. A skirt-holder comprising a curved
yieldable member, a shiftable member piv-
oted thereto and provided with a roller ar-
ranged to cooperate with said yieldable mem-
ber, and a suspending chain loosely con-
nected with said curved member.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.

| STEPHEN D. ENGLE.
Witnesses: - '
C. BACHMAN,

LOTTIE SMITH..
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