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To all whom it may concern:

zen of the United States residinz at Ohwa
in the county of Cook and State of Illmms
have invented certain new and useful Im~

provements in Changeable Signs, of whmh :
I ter-box the usual frame C now commonly em-

the following is a spemﬁeatmn

The ob]eef of this invention is the pm::uflue-—:ij
tion of a sign the reading matter of which-
may be chan ced at will. "
used not only by merchants to &dVePbibB their .
goods, but also as a wall-directory for office-
buildings, as a railway time-table, to indicate
the hours of collection of mail from mail-

Sueh a sign may be

boxes, and for many other purposes.

In the accompanying drawings,-Figure 1
is a front elevation of a sign embodying the
features of my invention. Fig. 2 1s a trans-
verse section on dotted line 2 2, Fig. 1.
3 shows the rack for supporting the letter-
blocks that compose the sign. Fig. 3* is a
perspective view of one of the letter blocks.

Fig. 418 a front elevation of oneof mychange-

able signs - in its appheatlon to a mail-box.
Big. 45148 a perspective view of one of the
changeable blocks composing this sign. Fig.
4 ig a front elevation of one of the Tacks for
supporting letter - blocks, shown detached
from Fig. 4. Fig. 5isa transverse section on
dotted lme 55 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 1s a trans-
verse section on dotted line 66 S of Fig. 4. Fig.
7 is a front elevation showing th% arrange-
ment of the parts where it is necessary toin-
dicate only a few collections from the mail-
box.
ﬁller-bloeks used in the frame as illustrated

in Fig. 7. "Fig. Sis a view similar to Hig. 7,

ahowmﬂ* the arran@ement where it is neces-
sary to mdlca.te many collections daily:

In the embodiment of the invention herein
described I provideasupporting-rack A, com-

prising the vertical bar A', having a mo;;eei:-'
ing ear A*at its lower end. Rods AS extend

Fig. 7*1s a side elevation of one of the |

Fig. |
opening in the side of the box.from the msrde |

| tzanwmsely through suitable openings in

45

50

“acters, or words.

said bars, and upon these rods are strung let-
ter-blocks A%, having the central perforatmn
A’ to receive the rods and ‘bearing upon one
or more of their faces letters, ﬁgures, char-
These letter-blocks may

be made of wood, metal, or other suitable |
material; but to mthsta,nd the weather when
the sign is used out of doors I have found |

i
|

| ing in said filler-bar.

or “Due at P. O.—p. m.
blocks are desirable for mail-boxes, they com-

t"‘dn model.)

- S powelam w1th the letters fused npon 1ts sur-
Be it known that I, JAMES N. BRADY, a,elt1~ :

face to be desirable.

B represents Lhe_fa,ce and framework of my 53

'1mpr0ved sign. It may be madein any orna-

mental form.

"~ In the application of my invention to a let- .

ployed upon such boxes is retained. A sup-
porting-rack -, having transverse rods C° of

a suitable lenﬂ‘th to provide for the letter-

-blocks Atcis ptovlded and this is held in po-

sition ben ea,th the frame C. Wherethe num-

ber of collections from the box to which the

sign is attached does not necessitate the use
of a sufficient number of racks C' to fill the

6o

frame C, one or more filler-bars (B are-insert-

ed to occupy the remaining space or spaces,
each of said filler-bars bemﬂ‘ held in position
hy a thumb-serew C*, passing through an

thereof outward into a screw-threaded open-
"Where three racks are
necessary, a frame Cslightly wider than the

| usual frame is provided sufficient in width to

accommodate three supporting-racks.
The letter-blocks A* bear certain hours of

| collection on each face thereof—as, for in-

stance, <“7.00,” ““7.10,” ¢¢7.20,” ¢“7.30.” Dii-

| ferent bloeks bea,r dlffez ent hm] r's, & sufficient

11 all

variety of blocks. being provlded to

signs properily.
used to indicate the times of collection of the

\'mail from the box and the otherside to indi-

cate the times when said ealleet_mns are due
at the post-office. In thisevent the block at
the head of the collection- column  will bear

| the words ¢‘Collect a. m.” or “*Colleet p. m.,”
and ‘the block at the head of the other col-

nmn will bear the words ““Dueat P. O.—a. m.’
»  Poreelain letter-

monly being placed out of doors.
~ In order to provide for the removal of the

supporting-racks C' from theframe C, I notch
“theframeat the upper inner sideof smd frame

at C°.

a projecting ear CS. The filier-bars are also
sometimes provided at their upper ends with

a projecting ear €7, as shown in Fig. 7*; but

when a thumb-serew C*is provided for secur-
ing the filler-bar in position such projecting

One s1de of the rack may be

At their lower ends the filler-bars C® have
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ear 1s dispensed with and the upper edge of |

the bar beveled off.

Kach of the vertical bars C' is provided at
its lower end with a projecting ear C% and in
some cases with a similar ear C? at its upper
end. When three supporting-racks are em-
ployed, Fig. 3, the upper end of the wverti-
cal bar C’ of the central rack is beveled off
and sald rack held in position by means of a
thumb-screw C! in order to provide for the
removal of all three racks without first re-
moving the frame C from the mail-box.

In changmg the sign in its application to

mail-boxes the filler-bar C® or the central
rack, when three racks are employed, is re-
moved by unscrewing the thumb-screw Ct or
C'® and the supporting-racks slid sidewise
within the frame to a position where the
blocks A! may be removed from the bars of
the rack or said racks slid into coincidence
with the notches C° in said frame and the
racks removed bodily therefrom.

It is apparent that various changes might
be resorted to in the general form and ar-
rangement of the several parts herein de-
seribed without departing from the spirit and
scope of my invention, wherefore I wish to
have it understood that I do not desire to

limit myself to the precise details set forth. -

I claim as myinvention—

1. In a changeable sign, in combination, a
supporting-rack comprising a central bar with
supporting - rods extendmo' from opposite

sides thereof; perforated lettor- blocks, each

having an openmfr therethrough to receive
one of said rods; and a frame for holding the
supporting- -rack in position.

2. In a changeable sign, in combination, a

supporting-racl{ com prising a central bar with

730,603

suppor bmﬂ'- rods extending from opposite
sides thereof perforated lettel -blocks, each
having an opening therethrough, adapteﬂ to

receive one of said rods; a flame for holding

sald supporting-rack in position; and a f11-
ing-block adapted to occupy the portion of
the frame not occupied by a supporting-rack.

3. In a changeable sign, in combination, a
frame having an mwardly extending ﬂanfre
a supportmﬂ'-mck comprising a vertlea,l bm
and transverse rods, said vertical bar hav-
ing an ear adapted to lie under the flange
of sald frame; and perforated letter- bloeks
adapted to be strung upon said transverse
rods.

4. In a changeable sign, in eombmatwn a
frame having an mwardly-exbendlnn' ﬂan,,e,
a supportmmrauk comprising a vertical bar
and transverserods, said vertical bar having
an ear at each of itsends adapted to lie unde1
the flange of said frame; perforated letter-

blocks adapted to be strunf‘r upon said trans-

verse rods; and a ﬁller-ba,r

5. In a changeable sign, in combination, a
frame having an 1nward1y extending ﬂanwe
a supporbmtr-mck comprising a ver tIG&l bar
and transverse rods, said vertical bar having
an ear at each of its ends adapted to lie un-
der the flange of said frame; perforated let-
ter-blocks adapted to be strung upon said
transverse rods; a filler-bar havmﬂ' at one of
its ends an ear adapted to lie under said
flange; and a serew for securing the other end
of said filler-bar in position.

JAMES N. BRADY.

Witnesses:
L. L. MILLER,
M. A. SPECHT.
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