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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known thatI, JAMES P. BARNES, a citi-
zon of the United States, residing at Lytal, in
the county of Prentiss and State of Missis-

sippi, have invented certain new and useful |

Improvements in Spring Tongue-Supports;
and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exaect description of the invention, :

such as will enable othersskilled in the artto
whichitappertains to make and use thesame.

My invention relates to improvements in
tongue-supports for vehicles, and particularly
to a spring tongue-support which is adjust-

able to allow the tongue to have a ylelding

action in a vertical plane and to hold the
same supported at a desired angle.

The object of the invention is to providea
support of this character which is simple of

construction, comparatively inexpensive of
production, and can be conveniently adjust-

ed to support a tongue in .the desired posi-

tion.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18

a perspective view of a portion of the run-

ning-gear of a vehicle embodying my inven-

tion, and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of

the same. | | .

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, the numeral 1 represents a portion
of the running-gear of a vehicle, of which 2
is the front bolster and 3 the tongue, the lat-
ter being mounted, as usual, to swing verti-
cally on the pivot-bolt 4.

5 is a doubletree pivotally mounted on the |

bolt 6, which passes down through the tongue.

Secured to the bolster are one or more
springs 7, to which is connected one end of a
rod 8, the forward or free end of which 1Is
provided with a tongne or hook 9. The said

forward end of the rod 8 passes through an _
| in rear of the doubletree and resting upon
-said doubletree, a locking-plate secured to

eye 10 on the rear end of aspring-metal strip

11, which strip is secured at its forward end
by a fastening 12 to the tongue and is also |
confined by the bolt 6, which pivots the dou-

bletree 5. The rear portion of the spring-
metal strip or plate isfree to have movement
in a vertical plane and is supported immedi-

ately in-rear of the pivot-bolt 6 by a brace 13, |

| secured at its forward end by said bolt -and

at its rear end to the tongue by a fastening so

14, The rear or free end of the spring-plate

is formed with a series of openings 15, with

either one of which the hooked end of the
rod is adapted to engage, by which construc-
tion it will be seen that the tongue may be

adjusted to any desired position and the -
hooked end of the rod engaged witn one of

said openings to secure it in such position
and that when so held the tongue will be sas-
tained by the spring 7, which will aliow it to
have the requisite yielding action.

L]

35

50

From the foregoing description, taken In

connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, mode of operation, and ad-

‘vantages of my invention will be readily ap-

parent, itis thought, without requiring a more
extended -explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be

resorted to without departing from the prin-

ciple or secrificing any of the advantages of
the invention. - | |
Having thus described my invention, what

1 claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters

Patent, is— |
1. In a spring tongue-support, the combi-
nation with a bolster and pivoted tongue, of

plate disposed upon the top of the tongue
and provided with a guide-eye and a series
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| a spring connected to the bolster, a locking-

30

of openings, and a rod attached at one end

to the spring and slidable at its opposite end

in said eye and provided with a hooked ter-

minal to engage any one of the aforesaid
openings, substantially as described. .
2. In a spring tongune-support, the combi-
nation with a bolster and a pivoted tongue,
of a doubletree, a brace secured to the tongue

the tongue in front of the doubletree and pro-

jecting rearwardly therefrom and sapported

by the brace and provided at its rear end
with a series of openings, and a right-angu-

| lar guide-eye, a bolt passing through the

tongue, doubletree and brace and plate and
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securing the same together, a spring connect- | - In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
ed to the bolster, and a rod attached at one | my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
end to the spring and slidable in said gnide- | nesses. |

eye and provided at its opposite end with a - JAMES P. BARNES.
5 hooked terminal to engage any one of the | - Witnesses: |
atoresaid openings in the locking-plate, sub- T. P. MCCULLAR,

stantially as described. | _ - R. T. BARRETT.
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