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"5 all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAMES H. POWERS, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at Provi-
dence, in the county of Providence and State

of Rhode Island, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Massage Appliances,
of which the following is a specification..

This invention has reference to an 1m-

provement in appliances used in the treat-
ment of ailments or diseases by massage,

and more particularly to a massage - bag

adapted to give the movements usually given
by hand to the patient under treatment by
the masseur. o |

In the treatment of certain ailments or

‘diseases of the bowels the massage has here-
tofore been done by hand, either by the mas-

senr or by the patient himself by rabbing,
kneading, or striking the abdomen.

The object of my invention is to provide a
massage-bag to be _
patient in place of the hands to give the dif-
ferent motions required on the patient in a
more perfect manner and with less fatigue
than by hand. | |

- My invention consists in the peculiar and |

novel construction of an air-tight bag, with a
plurality

£abrie and rubber, and capable of being in-

flated Lo any degree of rigidity desired with

means for inflating, as will be more fally seb
forth hereinafter. = |

Figure 11is a side view *
showing the bag and the ribs on the under

side of the bag inflated. Fig.2isa sectional

. view taken lengthwise through the bag and

 the bag and hollow.ribs; and Fig. 8 is a
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central rib, showing the means for inflating

transverse sectional view through the center
of the bag, showing the plurality of hollow
ribs on the under side and the aguxiliary
chamber connecting the hollow ribs for in-
flating. - | ' _ -

In the drawings, ¢ represents the top, and

b the under body, of my massage-bag, made

of an air-tight flexible material, such as fabric
and rubber, secured together in ‘the usual
way and shaped to form the main inflating-
chamber ¢, the bag when inflated having a

rectangular shape with rounded corners, a

slichtly-rounded top,and & half-spherical an-

sty

used by the masseur or

of ribs on the under side, made of
any air-tight flexible material, preferably of

of my massage-bag,

i part of the bag is used on that

has heretofore been possible.
inflating the bagand ribs by the user strength-
‘ens the lungs, and when not inflated the bag

der body. ' Exlerxdingﬁpwérd from the top

and connecting with the chamber ¢ s the in-

let-duect @', connecting with the valve o, hav-

ing the mouthpiece ¢® for inflating the bag.

"On the ander body of the bag and forming a

5 5

part of it are the hollow flexible ribs b' b, ex-

closed at one end and have the open ends b? b*
opening into the auxiliary chamber 0° hav-
ing the central inlet-duct b, connecting with

the valve b®, having the mouthpiece §° for in-

flating the hollow flexible ribs. By this form
of construction the bag and ribs are inflated
independent of each other to any degree of
rigidity required. . | -

It is evident that the auxiliary chamber b7,
withitsinlet-duct b, could be dispensed with,
if desired, without materially changingmy in-
vention. In thisconstruction the open ends
of the ribs would enter the main chamber c,
and they wounld be inflated at the same time

and with the same pressure as the main cham-

ber. o o |
In the use of my massage-bag the ribbed
part of the

patient requiring the massage treatment.

The masseur rubs, presses, rolls, and strikes
“with the bag. |
the bag and ribs and by its pneumatic ac-

By the novel construction of

tion a2 more beneficial result is obtained than
The action of

may be flattened or rolled for storage or ship-
ping purposes. o
Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— - - |
1. A massage-bagmadeofa flexibleair-tight

| tending length wiseof the bag. Theseribsare .
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material, a-.plurality of ribs formed on the sar-

face of the bag, and means for inflating the

| bag, for the purpose as described. - |
A massage-bag madeof a flexible air-tight

2.
material, a plarality of hollow flexible ribs
on the bag, means for inflating the bag, and
means for inflating the ribs, for the purpose
as described. |

3. A massage-bag madeota flexible ai 14-i3ight_

material, a plarality of hollow flexible ribs

forming a part of the bag, and means for in-

flating the bag and the ribs, for the purpose

as deseribed.
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4. A massage-bagmadeofa flexibleair -tight |
material, ‘iuChan&LbIlC and rubber, and form-
ing & main air-chamber having an mlet duect,
a plmallty ot hollow flexible ribs forming a

5 part of the bag, an auxiliary chamber con-
necting with t;he hollow ribs and having an

inlet-duect,means for inflating the bag throuﬂ'h

theinlet- dm_.tm themain chamber and means
for inflating the ribs through the inlet-duct

10 in the auxiliary chamber, for the purpose as
described.

9. In a massage-bag made of a flexible air-
tight material, such as fabric and rubber, the
combmatlon WIt,h the top @ and the under

15 body b forming the air- elmmbel ¢ having the |

inlet-duct ¢’ connecting with the valve a? hav-
1ng the mouthpiece a® for inflating the bag,
the hollow flexible ribs b’ b’ closed at one end
and having the open ends 0 b? opening into
the auxiliary chamber b3, with the inlet-duect zo
b* connecting with the Valve b° having the

mouthpiece bS for inflating the ribs, all for
the purpose as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 23
two subscribing witnesses.

JAMES H. POWERS.

Witnesses:

ADA E. HAGERTY,
J. A. MiLLER, Jr.
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