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To all whom it'me CONCErnL: -
Be it known that I, TaoMAS L. KENNEDY, 2,

citizen of the Unlted States, residing at New-

ton, in the county of Newton and State of

M1sslss,1pp1 have invented certain new and

usefual Improvements 1n Wrenches, of whmh_

the following is a specification. |
This mventwn 1S an 1mpr0ved structure of

wrench embodymo* the slidable-jaw type,the
 slidable jaw being provided with a toothed
~ stem, and a pwoted latch-piece is secured to

the body of the wrench for codperation with

the toothed stem of the jaw to fix same ata de-

sired adjustment. The latch- -plece perinits
movement of the shdable jaw in one direc-
tion, but loeks the jaw from opposite move-
ment when the wrench has been apphed to
an object.

For a full deserlptmn of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a

knowledge of the details of construction of

ecting the result reference

18 to be had to the followmn' deserlptlon and

drawings hereto attached.

While the essential and chara,etemstw fea-
turesof the invention are susceptible of modi-
fication, still the preferred embodiment of
the 1nvent10n isillustrated in the accompany-
Ing drawings, in which—

Figurelisa perspective view of the wrench.
Fig. 2isa longitudinal section through the
wreneh Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view
showing the emeb form of the pivoted latch-
piece.

Correspondmw and like parts are referred

to In the following description and indicated

in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.
The wrench comprises t,he handle 1, the

fixed jaw 2, and shank 3, rigidly eonnecbmﬂ-'.

the handle 1 with the jaw 2, being secured 1;0
the handle by suitable means customauly
used. The movable jaw 4 is slidable upon
the shank 3 and is prowded with an integral
stem 5, which moves in and out of the han-
dle 1, an inner'slot.6 being provided within
sald handle and upon the shank 3 to receive
the said stem. The. stem 5 is toothed, as
shown at 7, and a latch-piece 3, pivoted to a
bracket 9, pro,]eeted from the inner portion
of the handle, coOperates with the teeth 7 of
the stem 5 to prevent opening of the jaw after

_the. wreneh has been ap
object.

The latch-piece 8 is of peculiar form
having one end extended beyond the braeke’o
9 and upturned to form a thumb-piece 10, by

phed t0 the attaehmﬂ' '

which the latch-piece is permitted to lle in

engagement with the toothed stem of the jaw

4 or thxown out of engagement when it is de-

sired to open the jaw. Aspring 11 normally

“holds the lateh- -piece in engagement withthe
teeth 7, bearing against the thumb-plece 10. -

In 01der that a,ll the strain be not exer ted. .

upon the pwotcml connection 12 of the latch-

piece 8, alng 13 is formed upon the inner side -
of the said latch piece adjacent the point of
pivotal connection, and this lug 13 is adapted
to move within a recess 14 upon.the bracket
9. The recess 14 is undercut, so that the lug

will get a firm bearing agamqt the side of the

bm(,ket and subsmntlal]y relieve the pivotal
connection 12 of the ma;]or portion of the

strain.  When the lateh-piece is out of en-

| gagement with the teeth 7, the lug 18 of course

moves away from the-Side'Of the bracket in a
manner which will be clearly seen by refer-
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ence to Fig. 2 of the drawings and shown by

the dotted lines, which mdleate the position

of the latch-piece when in the position latter =~
30 .
the bracket 9 by smtable means, buch as the

described. The spring 11 may be secured to

fastening 15.

Having thus deser 1bed the 1nvent10n what

1S clalmed asS new is— -
‘1. In a'wrench, and in combination, ﬁxed

from the movable jaw; a latch-piece pivoted

“and movable jaws, a toothed sftem ettended .

to the body of the wrench and adapted to co-

operate with the stem to fix the position of
the movable jaw, spring means for normally
holding the latch-piece in engagement with
the toothed stem,

05

and bmcmn‘ means dis-

posed adjacent the point of pwobal connec- -

tion of the lateh- -piece with the body of the

wrench for codperation with the latter to re-
lieve the pivotal connection of the strain, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a wrench, and 'in. comblnanlon with

fixed and mova,ble jaws, a shank, a toothed

stem extended from -the movable Jjaw, a
bracket projected from the shank, a latch-
plece pivoted to the said bracket and codper-
ating with the toothed stem aforesaid, and an

| mteﬂ'ml extension projected from the said
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latch-piece adjacent the point of pivotal con-
nection with the bracket and adapted to co-
operate with the latter to relieve the pivotal
connection of strain, substantially as de-
seribed. | |

3. In a wrench, and in combination, with
fixed and movable jaws, a shank, a handle
disposed upon the shank, a toothed stem ex-
tended from the movable jaw and adapted to
slide into and out of the handle, a bracket
projected from the handle and provided with
an inwardly-extending recess, and a latch-

~ piece pivoted thereto, said latch-piece having

15

one end adapted for engagement with the
toothed portion of the stem aforesaid and hav-
ingitsopposite end extended toform a thumb-

730,269

i piece, an integral lug projected from the

latch-piece adjacent the point of pivotal con-
nection thereof, and adapted to move within
the aforesaid recess and to obtain a bearing
against the bracket to relieve the pivotal con-
nection of thelatch-piece of strain, and spring
means for normally holding the latech-piece in
engagement with the toothed stem, substan-
tially as described. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS L. KENNEDY. |L.s.]
Witnesses: |
C. A. BOLTON,

W. O. PERRY.
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