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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, WiLLIaAM L. DA ROZIR,
a citizen of the Unifted States, residing at
Worcester, in the county of Worcester, State
of Massachusetts, have'invented certain new

‘and useful Improvements in Lasting-Hooks,

of which the following is a specification. .

My present invention relates.to improve- |
ments in boot and shoe making. tools, and.
| of the hook. By this construction it will be

particularly to an improved lasting-hook.

The invention will” be described in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in

which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view-of a shoe
containing a last and-showing the manner of

using my improved hook. Fig. 2 is an eleva-

tion of the hook. Fig. 3is a sectional view:

on the line A B of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a plan
view, partly in section, on the line C D of
Fig. 2. | |
- Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
detachable last-block of any suitable shoe-
last. Such blocks are detachably connected
to the last- bodies by suitable fastenings,
which can be disengaged or released by in-

serting the hook end 2 of a lasting-hook in

the socket 8, formed in the last-block.

In lasting a boot or shoe it is customary
after inserting the last to draw the shoe-up-
per somewhat closely over the last-block by
means of a relatively short lacing cord or
thread 4. After the operation is completed
such cord or thread is cut and the last-block
and last removed. IHeretofore the shoemaker
has employed his ordinary knife to cut the
cord or thread 4 and then used the lasting-

hook to release and withdraw the last-block.

This practice, however, necessitates the em-

- ployment of two separate tools,and, moreover,
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it often happens that in using the sharp-edged

‘knife to cut the cord or thread 4 the leather

of the shoe-upper is cut and damaged.

To avoid the necessity for employing two
tools to accomplish the purpose above re-
ferred to and provide a means for cutting

the cord or thread 4 that will be practically
superior to the knife commonly employed 1s

the object of my invention. I provide the

hook portion 2 of the lasting-hook with a cut-
ting edge near its free end, which is adapted,
when the hook is placed in the position shown

in Fig. 1 and drawn upward, to sever the cord

or thread 4. As shown most clearly in Kigs.

2 and 4, this cutter on the lasting-hook may

{ be provided by forming in opposite sides of 55
the hook portion or end of the hook two |
notches 5. These are preferably of such
form as to reduce the body of the hook be-
tween them to substantially triangular form,
with the apex of said triangular-shaped core 60
eéxtending toward the inner surface or face

noticed that the end of the hook is not point-
ed or sharpened, but remains blunt, as in the
hook commonly in use, a protecting-flange 6 65
being provided beyond the -cutting edge 7.
This cutting edge being the inner edge ot the
triangular-shaped body formed by the afore-
said notches5 is preferably made slightlycon-
cave, as-shown in Fig. 2, so that said cutting 7o
edge ig protected, it being within the planes of
the surfaces of the sides and end of the hook.
The improved last-hook is preferably made
of suitable steel and is provided with a handle
8 in the usual manner. | | 75

| Themanner of using my improved hook and
| the advantages incident to providing it with

the cutting edge 7 may be briefly described,
as follows: When it is desired to withdraw
the last from the shoe, the hook is brought 3o
into the position shown in Fig. 1, the flange-
like end of the hook being inserted beneath
the cord or thread 4. By drawing the hook
upward said cord is severed, and during this

-

;movement of the hook only the blunt end 85

thereof contacts with the leather, so that there
is no danger of its being cut or damaged.
Afterthe cord 4 is severed the end of the hook
is inserted i the socket 3 to release the fasten-
ing by which the last-block is connected to go
the last and to withdraw said block in the ordi- -
nary manner. Owingto the mannerinwhich =~
the cutting edge 7 is formed, it is not dulled
by the use of the hook for detaching the last-
block and does not interfere at all with the g5
use of the hook for that purpose...... -
By my invention the necessity for employ-

| ing a separate tool to cut. the .retaining-cord -
I or lacing 4 is obviated, and a:considerable

saving of time is thereby effected. .In other rco
| words, by my invention a lasting-hook'is pro-
vided which is adapted to perform all of the
funections of such hook as commonly con-

| structed and also to sever the lacing cord or
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without any danger of injuring the leather
of the shoe.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

Asanarticle of manufacture, the herein-de-
scribed shoemaker’s lasting-tool consisting of
a rod having a suitable handle at one end and
having near its other end a bend so that the
free end thereof projects laterally from the

i |

body of the tool, the metal of said laterally-
projecting section being reduced near the end
thereof to provide a cutting edge, the end
15 being blunt and provided with a protecting- |
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thread 4 and to accomplish the latter result | flange 6, that does not extend beyond the

sides of the tool topreventthe entrance there-
of into a last-block passage, whereby said tool
1s adapted to sever the stitches by which the
sides of a shoe-upper are connected over a
last without injuring the leather, and also to
detach the last-Dlock from the last, as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM L. DA ROZIR.

\Vitn_esses : o
) HERBERT LK. THURSTON,
. ABRON GARRISON.
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