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(Ne medel )

To all whom it may concer: -
Be it known that I,STERLING N. FLIEGER a

. eltizen of the Umted States, residing at Den-
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ver, in the county of Ampehoe and State of
Ooloredo have invented new and useful Im-
provemen ts in KEnvelops, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in safety - envelops, especially
adapted for use in transmitting money and
other valuables through the mail; andits ob-
ject is to provide a simple and mexpenswe
fastening dewce which may readily be at-
tached te an envelop and which is so con-
structed as to effectually seal the same and
prevent the opening of the envelop without
mutilating or otherwise marring the eppear~
ance thereof

The invention consists in prowdmge strip.
of suitable metal, through which one of the

flaps of the envelop is edapted to be inserted..
and this strip has bails formed integral there-

- with and provided with tongues extendmﬂ'
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thereinto. Another strip is secured to the
loose or closing flap of the envelop and is pro-
vided with ears having apertures therein.

These ears are adapted 1;0 be inserted through

the bails, and the two strips are then preeeed

together. This results in the ears being forced
ander the bails and into engagement with the
tongues arranged therein, and it is therefore

1mp0351b1e to separate the two stri ips and the
flaps connected thereto Wlthout mutilating-

the envelop.

fully hereinafter described and claimed, and
illustrated in the aeeompenymw drewuws, in
which-—- *

Figure 1 isa plan view of a sealed reg gistry-
envelep with my improved fastening dewee
thereon. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the up-
per portion of said envelop, showing the flap
open prior to the sealing operation. Fig: 3is

a detail view of the engaging member of the

fastening device. . Fig. 4 is a similar view of
the securing member of said fastener. Fig.
o is an enlaro'ed section through the feusteﬂer
when the pcu:'te thereof are in engagement
with each other and also showing the adjoin-
ing portions of the envelop; and Figs. 6 and

| inner surface of eald body portion.

' 7are views of the blanks prior to being shaped
into the engaging and securing members, re-

55

spectively, of the fastener.

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 is an ordmarv envelop havinga flap
2, Wthh 18 pasted upon the side flaps d and
tO“ethel‘ therewith forms the body of the en-
velop, as erdmarlly Prior to the securing of
the flap 2 in position upon the side flaps 1t It
inserted into the securing member of the en-
velop-fastener. This member, as illustrated
in the drawings, comprises a body portion 4,
having lonﬂ‘ltudmelly-extendmg slots 5 at the
edges thereof and inwardly-turned flanges 6,
whleh extend under the body and are for the
purpose of clamping the flap 2, which has
been inserted through the slot 5 against the
Bails 7
are struck up from the body 4 of this strip,
and the strip
the bails, has eppomtely—extendlng tongues 9
thereonand alongitudinally-extending I‘lb 10.
The bails are normally arranged at right an-
gles to the body 4, as lllustra,bed in Flg 4.

The engaging member of the fastener is se-

cured to the free edge of the closing-flap 11
of the envelop. ThlS member also comprises
a body portion 12, having slots 13 at the edges
thereof and mwmdly-tumed flanges 14, Wthh
are provided at their edges with ears 15 hav-
ing apertures 16 therein. This member is
fa,stened to the flap by inserting the free edge

‘thereof through the slots 13 and bending said
| edge backward and over the ears 15 and then

The invention also cons1ste in the further. |
novel eonstruction,combination,and arrange-
ment of the several parts, which will be more

pes_tmfr_the same upon flanges 14. The ears
are so spaced apart that when the two fas-
tening members are placed one upon the
other smd ears will be in pesmlen between the
bails 7.

To seal the devwe, the engaging member is
placed upon thesecuring member end pressed
downward thereupon. The ribs 10 will force
ears 15 laterally and under the bails 7, and
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8, which is formed intermediate
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at the same time said bails will be ferced |

downward upon the ears and will press them

into the apertures 17, formed by striking said =

bails from the body 4. The tongues 9 will

serve as barbs to prevent the withdrawal of
the ears 15 from said apertures after said ears
have been forced thereinto, and it will there-

fore be obvious that it will be impossible to
, detach the two members of the feetenere from
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each other without so mutilating the envelop
as to render the same worthless. The two
members of the fasteners are formed from
blanks, such as illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7,
and the fasteners can be sold in this form and
the blanksreadily bentinto the required form
when being attached to envelops ordinarily
in use. While the fastener is particularly
adapted for registry-envelops, I do not desire
to restriet myself tosuch use, as they may be
employed equally as well upon ordinary en-
velops. |

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myselt thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages thereot, and 1 therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of my invention.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. The combination with an envelop hav-

ing a sealed flap and a closing-flap; of a fas-

tening member formed in a single piece of
metal and having sluts at the edges thereof

for the reception of one edge of the closing-

flap, inwardly-extending flanges to said mem-
ber, ears extending therefrom and having ap-
ertures therein, said ears being adapted to
project through the closing-flap, and a secur-
ing member upon the sealed flap adapted to
be engaged by said ears.

9. The combination with an envelop hav-
ing a sealed flap and a closing-flap; of an en-
gaging member formed in a single piece of
metal and having longitudinally-extending

r
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slots in the sides thereof for the reception of
the closing-flap, inwardly-extending flanges
tosaid member, earsextending from the edges
of the flanges and at angles thereto, said ears
having apertures therein, a securing member
formed in a single piece of metal and having

a longitudinally-extending slot in the edge

thereof for the reception of the sealed flap,
inwardly-extending flanges to said member
projecting under the sealed flap, bails struck
up from said member, strips intermediate the
bails, barbs thereon, and oppositely-extend-
ing tongues upon said strip.

3. In a fastener for envelops the combina-
tion with an engaging member formed in a
single piece of metal and comprising a body
portion, inwardly-extending flanges at the
sides thereof and ears extending from the ad-

joining edges of said flanges and having ap-
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ertures therein, the sides of said member be-

ing provided with longitudinal slots; of a se-
curing member formed in a single piece of
metal and comprising a body portion having
longitudinally - extending slots at the sides
thereof, inwardly-turned flanges, bailsstruck
up from the body portion and forming aper-
tures therein, a strip intermediate said bails,

‘a longitudinally-extending rib upon the strip

and oppositely - projecting tongues on said
strip.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

STERLING N. FLIEGER.

- Witnesses:
CHAS. B. HASKELL,
EDWARD S. MORSCH.
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