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To all whonm it maly concermn: |

Be it known that I, HUGO SOHMER, a citizen
of the United States, residing at New York
city, (Manhattan,) county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Agraffe Attachmentsfor Pi-
anos, of which the followingis a specification.

This invention relates to an agraffe attach-
ment, for pianofortes, by means of which the
entire agraffe-bar or any section thereof may
be subjected to any desired strain. By means
of this strain the clearness, quality, and dis-
tinectness of the tone in the treble of the piano
will be greatly improved. |

In the acecompanying drawings, FFigure 1 is
a plan of portion of a grand-action plate em-
bodying my invention. Kig. 2 is a rear view
of the agraffe-bar and adjoining parts; Iig.
3, a cross-section on line 3 3, Fig. 2, and Fig.
4 a longitudinal section on line 4 4, Kig. 5.

The letter a represents the usual metal plate
of a grand-piano action. This plate 1s pro-
vided with an integral transverse rib ', which
is perforated, as at ¢?, for accommodating the
strings . Above the treble or upper three
octaves the rib ¢’ has a rearwardly-extending
flange ¢’, that overhangs the agraffe-bar ¢, the
lower tapering edge of which bears upon the
strings. |

The agra
rib ¢’ by a number of horizontal bolts d, that
pass through perforations of the rib and bar
and carry nuts d’, by means of which the bar
may be drawn tightly against its seat. T'he

bolts d, while serving to secure the agrafie- |

fe-bar ¢ is attached to the body'of |

| bar immovablyin position, donot provide any

means for subjecting it to a strain between
the bolts, which strain is highly desirable for
improving the tone of the treble strings. 'lo
produce this strain, I cause vertically - ar-
ranged screws e to bear upon the top of the
bar ¢, which serews pass through tapped ver-
tical perforations of the flange ¢®>. The screws
e extend at right angles to the bolts d, and by
turning them more or less any desired strain
may be imparted to the agraffe-bar. Thus

40

45

the strain of the entire bar or of any section

thereof may be readily adjusted, so as to1m-
part the desired clearness, distinctness, and
quality to the underlying strings of the treble.

What I elaim 1s— |

1. In an agraffe attachment for pianos, the
combination of a plate having a rib, with an
agraffe-bar, bolts that connect the bar to the
rib, and screwsthat bear against the bar at an
angle to the bolts, substantially as specified.

5O

55

2. In an agraffe attachment for pianos, the

combination of a plate having a flanged rib,
with an agraffe-bar, horizontal bolts that con-
nect the bar to the body of the rib, and screws
that pass through the rib-f] |
upon the top of the bar at right angles to the
bolts, substantially as specified.

 Signed by me at New York city, (Manhat-

tan,) New York, this 10th day of March, 190s.
' HUGO SOHMER.
~ Witnesses: '

WILLIAM SCHULZ,
F. v. BRIESEN.
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