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Jo all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, JOEN LEE, a c1t1zen of
the United States, 1emd1no* at San Francisco,
in the county of S:-.m Franclseo and- State of.
California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Filin g-Cases,of which
the following is a specification.
My mventlon relates to receptacles in

which letters, documents, files, &e., can be

placed for temporary safe keepmg, assort-
ment, or distribution; and it is embodied in a
portable box, case, 01 tray having a peculiar
construction and arrangement of compart-
ments and holding demces and adapted to be
placed on desks, ta.bles, and the like. As an
example of its various and intended uses I
take the case of the assortment and distribu-
tion of mail in large offices, business houses,
&c., among various departments. Letters of
all sizes are received and if placed in ordi-
nary pigeonholed or compartment boxes are
liable to be temporarily overlooked, short en-
velops falling to the bottom of the compart-
ment and belnﬂ' often concealed by long en-
velops, and as all are loose it is quite pesmble
for hasty and careless messengers to remove
the long envelops, leaving one or more short
ones in the compartments

The object of my invention is to provide a
compartment-box having positive self-acting

holding devices forr etammf}' all letters, docu-_
ments, &c in each compar tm entandinan in-

dividual bunch or group. The use specific-
ally referred to is 0f course only illustrative
of a great variety of uses, all, however, being
connected and concerned W1t]:1 the assortment
and temporary safe keeping of letters, docu-

~ments, and papers of like general qharac’ter.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a plan view of my invention. Fig. 2 isa lon-
gitudinal section on line A A of Fw* 1. Fig.
8 i8 a cross-section on line B B of Inn- 1.

The box 1, composed of a bottom and sides
and made of sheet metal, wood, or other suit-
able material, is divided into superficial com-
partmentsbylongitudinal and transverse bars
2 3. I prefer to make the box of sheet metal
and to make the bars 23 as parts of a frame
4., cast or otherwise formed from some heavier
metal, the frame 4 acting as a rim and finish
around the edge of the box and having a
flange 9, which fits its sides.

' bals 2 3 will depend apon the size of the box

and also upon the desired size of the com-
partments. There are no partitions, but only
the open frame,which, however, accomplishes
the purpose of subdividing the box. I have
shown for illustration an arrangement of five

| subdivisions formed by the bars 2 and one in-

tersecting bar 3 at right angles. The bars 2
are formed with downwardly-projecting flat

laugs 6 of about the depth of the flange 5.

T'o these lugs and to the flange are secured
by solderm , riveting, or otherwise codper-
ating pairs of flexible flat springs 7, curved
or bent downwardly and having thelr lower

55

6o

ends turned up or beaded and quite or

nearly in contact, Fig. 3. They extend
part way toward the box bottom and when
in position form automatic clamps in the
subdivisions. Envelops, papers, documents,

&e., can now be thrust down into each
compartment between the springs and will

be positively held together by their pressure.
This pressuredoes not preventthe ready with-

drawal-of one, more, or all the papers from

the individual group; but it is sufficient to
produce a somewhat compact bundle and so

| greatly lessens the liability of -accidental dis-
"plaeement by careless handling

, and, more-
over, all sizes of papers can be held and con-
vemently examined, since the shorter ones
will not fall and need not be thrust down to
the bottom.

‘The operatlon of the devwe as a simple, in-
expensive, and convenient desk-file has, it is

| thought, been sufficiently set forth, as well
as its advantages.

Having thus fully deseribed my mventlon
what T claim as new, and deswe to secure by

Letters Patent, is—

1.. A box havmn‘ compartments for receiv-
ing papers docu’ments, &e., vertically, in com-
bination with springs in said eompartments;
such springs being arranged vertically in
pairs with their free ends above the bottom
of the box, the members of any pair converg-
ing downwa,rdly so that their respective free
ends approach, whereby papers of different
lengths can be held in the compartments by
said springs with their upper edges substan-
tially level.

2. A box having an open top, bars dividing

The number of | it into superﬁcml compartments, and pairs
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of springs supported by:said bars within the
compartments and extending toward the bot-
tom with their free ends converging.

3. A box having bottom, walls and open
top, in combination with a frame secured at
the upper edges, bars connécting the frame,
so as to form compartments and pairs of
springs secured to the frame and cross-bars
and extending toward the bottom with their
free ends converging.

4. A box having bottom, walls and open

top, a flanged frame secured to the upper |

edge, flanged bars formed with the frame and

|

|

709,076

dividing the upper top into superficial com-
partments, and springs secured tosaid flanges
and arranged in pairs, the members of each
pair extending toward each other and the
bottom of the box.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

5

nature, in presence of two witnesses, this 12th 2o

day of February, 1902.
JOHN LEEL.

Witnesses:
F. F. GOLDER,
H. W. BOWLEY.
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