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1o all w/wn'b 2t Al coneer:

Beit known that I, AMAZIAH C. BOWKER a,
citizen of the United-St-ates residing at St
John, in the county of Stafford and Sl:a,te of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful

Wagon End-Gate, of which the following is a

spemﬁcatmn

This invention relates to the end gates of
wagons of the class known as “brea,k joint”’
end-gates or tail-boards, and has for its ob-
jeet to provide means whereby the locking
mechanism attached to the end-gate 1s ren-
dered non-releasable by the jars or concus-
sions to which the wagon will be subjected
when in use; and the invention consists in
certain novel features of the construction, as
hereinafter shown and descubed and ‘%pect-
fied in the cialm.

Inthedrawingsillustrativeof theinvention,

in which corresponding parts are denoted by

like designating-characters, IFigure 11s a per-
spective view of the rear end of a wagon-box
with the improved end-gate applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the parts shown in
Fig. 1.

more fully.

The wagon-box bottom is represented at 10,
the vertical sides at 11 12, and the spaced end-
gate cleats at 13 14. |

Theend-gate consists of two sections—a rel-
atively long section 15 and a relatively short

“section 16—the two sections engaging the
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cleats 13 14 by their outer ends and hinged to-
oother at 17 by their inner ends. KExtending
from the shorter section 16 1s an arm 18, over-
lapping thelonger section and having a longi-
tudinalrecess19initsfree end,the recess pref-
erably guarded by a U-shaped wear-plate 20
Wlounted for rotation in the section 15 18
bolt or catch 21, the bolt being located oppo-
site the recess 19 when the gate is closed and
having a laterally-extended head 22, adapted
to extend over the plate 20 when the arm 13
is in its closed- position, as in Fig. 1. At-

tached to the arm 18 is a spring-bar 23, hav-
ing its free end formed with an offset 94 to
engage the ‘‘head” 22 and form a yieldable i

Fig. 3 isan enlarged detall of the im-
proved devlce, 111ustmt,1nﬂ* its construction |

|

stop to the cateh and prevent its accidental
displacement relative to the arm 18. The

spring-bar will thus hold the catech with sut-

ficlent firmness to prevent the accidental re-

lease of the catch by any jars or concussions

to which it will be subjected while in use, but

| which will yield to a rotating force applied to

the-head 22 of the catech when the oate is to
be detached.

Great annoyance frequently results flom
the accidental release of the end-gates of wag-
ons, frequently entailing heavy loss and dam-
age, and many expedlents have been resorted
130 to prevent this; but such means are gen-

erally so clumsy and expensive as to prevent |

their practical use. The device which forms

thesubject-matter of the present application,

however, is so simple, cheap, and easily ap-
plied that it will efficiently secure the end-
gate from accidental displacement without

| inereasing the expense or complicating the

parts and will be found very efiicient for the

i purposes described.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is—

The combination of a wagon - box having

vertical spaced cleats at its inner sides, an
end-gate formed of two sectionsengaging said
cleats by their outer ends and movablyunited.
at their inner ends, a catch mounted for ro-
tation upon one of said gate-sections and pro-
vided with a lateral extension spaced from
said gate-section, an arm extending from the
other gate-section and having a longitudinal
recess in its free end engaging said catch
member between said extension and the ad-
jacent gate-section, and a stop-spring con-
nected to said arm and engaging said exten-
sion to support it yieldably in its closed posi-
tion, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my swuature in
the presence of two witnesses.

AMAZIAH C. BOWKER.

VWitnesses:
FrRANCIS K. MILLER,
- PAUL R. NAGLE.
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