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Jo ail whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. BENTON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at East

Hampton, Long Island, in the county of Suf-
folk and State of New York, have invented a
new and useful Lid-Operating Device for Let-
ter-Boxes, of which the followingis a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to certain new and
nseful improvements in letter-boxes, and
more particularly to an attathment for open-

ing and closmo' the1id or drop_thereof to

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
Ings.

1 desmnates a mail-box of the usual con-
str uutmn secured in any suitable manner, as
by straps 2, to a pillar or post 3. The 1113,11
box 18 prov1ded with an ontwardly and down-
wardly swinging lid or drop 4, pivoted as

shown at 5, fm closmn' the ma11 receiving

orifice and p10v1ded WIth the usual counter-
weight 6 for closing the drop after the mail
has been 1ntmduced Secured to the lid or

faclllbate the mserﬁon of mail-matter;-and. u d10p 4 in any suitable manner, as by rivets

has for its object to provide a simple, inex-
pensive, and efficient device of this character
capable of application to the ordinary form
of letter-boxes and by means of which a per-
son although having both hands encumbered
mayr eadlly uncovertheori
the mail-matter is introduced.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a foot-operated lever connected by suit-

able mechanism to the lid or drop of the let-

ter-box, so that when the lever is-depressed
1t will ca,use the mailing-orifice to be exposed
and upon being relea%ed attomatically close
the same.

A still further object is to pr 0v1de Imeans
whereby the lid or drop may be opened inde-
pendently of the foot-operating mechanism,
S0 as to permit the introduction of mail in
the ordinary manner.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended, it being

understood that various changes in fmm

proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantawes
of this invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspeetwe
view of a letter-box havmn* the attachment
constructed in accordance with my invention
applied thereto.
tive view of the lid or drop, showing the man-
ner of connecting the foot-Operated rod. Fig.

3is a verticalsectional view of the opemtmn'-.

rod 0011]16(3131[1'3'-11{1;{ and Fig. 4is a front ele-
vation of a letter-box showmﬂ' a different

ice through wh10h~

Fig. 2 is-a detail perspec-

—_——

7, is a'st apleor loop 8, and loosely mounted
on the loop is a llﬂE‘-r,ﬁtyw of which is

provided with an eye 10, adapted to lecar%\
r

the loop, the opposite end thereof extending
downwardly and terminating ata point even
with the pivoted line of the lid 4 in an elon-
gated loop or eye 11, which forms one-half of
a hinged connection between the lid and the
foot-operating mechanism, as will be ex-
plained more fully hereinafter.

A rod 12, one end of which is bent at right
angles theluto to form a treadle or foot-lever
13, 1s secured to the pillar or post 3 by means
of cla,mps 14, which encircle the post and rod,
the end of the clamp members being secured
together by means of bolts and nuts 10 The
rod 12 18 provided with an arm 16, which ex-

| tends beneath the letter-box and l1es parallel

with the bottom thereof, being supported by

‘a diagonally-disposed brace-bar 17, and the

end of the rod projects upwardly, passing
through gunides 18, secured in any suitable
manner to the front of the box. The upper

end of the rod 12 is bifurcated, as shown,
( forming a pair of forked arms 19 connected

by a cross-bar 20, which. passes throun'h the
loop or eye 11 of the link 9, and thus forms
a loose connection between the 1id and the

rod, permitting said lid to be opened by hand
| mdependently of the foot-lever.
tion between the end of the rod 12 and the

The connec-

link 9 is arranged, as before stated, parallel
to and eomeldent with the line of Juncture
of the lid or drop 4 and the body of the box
and as close as possible to the pivotal point
of the lid, so as to permit said lid to be oper-
ated by h.d;lld. in the usual manner and with-
out affecting the foot-operating mechanism,

manner of attaching the foot—operated lever. | the 100ps Or eyes a,llowmn' for any slwht play
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of the link as the lid is being opened. A coiled |

spring 21 is mounted on the lower portion of
the rod 12 and has one end resting on the
guiding-clamps 14 and its opposite end bear-
ing against the arm 16 to return the rod to
its normal position after being depressed and
automatically close the lid.

From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of the device will be readily understood
and is as follows: A person desiring to de-
nosit a letter or other mail-matter in the box

“and burdened with packages or having both

15

25

hands otherwise engaged may readily nncover
the mailing-orifice by depressing the foot-le-
ver, which causes the rod to exert a downward
pull on the lid or drop, opening the same and
permitting the mail-matter to be introduced,
and upon releasing the foot-lever the spring
will automatically return the rod to its nor-
mal pesition, closing the orifice. The lid or
drop may be opened independently of the foot-

lever by swinging the lid or drop outwardly

by band, the hinged connection permitting
the drop to be opened in the ordinary manner

without affecting the foot operating mechan-

ism, the lid being autowmatieally closed by the

~counterweight.

30

In Fig. 4 T have shown a different manner
of attaching the rod. In this_case ts=T0d

nrojects upwardly naraiist®ivh the corner of |

the ba% Taasing throngh suitable guides 24,

35

secured thereto, and the link instead of be-
ing attached to the front of the lid or drop 18
loosely connected to the knob 25, the hinged
connection in both cases permitting the lid to
boe operated independentiy of the foot-lever.

Although I have shown the attachment ap-

- plied to a mail-box, it is obvious that 1t may

40

be used with equally good results on recepta-
cles in general or for various other purposes.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1S— . |

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a receptacle, of a pivoted
lid or cover, a foot-operated rod or lever piv-

otally connected to the lid for opeuning the

same, means carried by the rod for antomat-

ically closing the lid and a hinged connection |

¢ 2 - 728,839

between the rod and the lid whereby the lid
may be operated independently of the foot-
operated mechanism. |

9. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a receptacle, of a pivoted
lid or cover, a foot-operated rod or lever for
opening and closing the lid, and a link one
end of which is pivotally connected to the lid,
and its opposite end to the rod.

3. In a device of the class described, the

combination with a receptacie, of a pivoted 6o

lid or cover, a rod slidably secured to the re-
ceptacle, and having one end pivotally con-
nected to the lid the opposite end of said rod
being bent at right angles, passing beneath

the receptacle and thence extending down- 03

wardly being provided with a pedal, a loose
pivotal connection between the lid and the
rod, means for slidably seeuring the rod to a
support and a spring for returning the rod to
its normal position after being depressed.

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a receptacle, of a pivoted
lid or cover, a foot-operated rod or lever slid-

_50 |
55
.

70

ably connected to the receptacle and having

4 bifarcated upper end, a cross-bar-&xreli-
ing through the link-amiTonnecting the bi-
furcated—=rms of the rod, a guiding-clamp for

75

the rod and a spring for returning the rod to

its normal position after being depressed.

5. In a device of the class deseribed the
combination with a receptacle, of a pivote
lid or cover, a foot-operated rod or lever slid-
ably secured to the receptacle and pivotally
connected to the lid or cover, a guiding-clamp

S0

for slidably securing the rod to a support, a 95

spring for returning the rod to its normal po-

sition and a loose pivotal connection between

the lid and the rod at a point adjaceut to the
lid-pivots whereby the lid may be operated in-

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

' my own I have hereto aftixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses. _
GEORGE E. BENTON.

Witnesses: |
O. H. WINTHROP,
MARY M. SWAIN.

_dependently of the foot-operated mechanism. 9o
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