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2o aZZ whom it may eoncern |
Be it known that I, SAMUEL S LANGFORD

" a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Craig, in the county of Burt and Sbate of Ne-
¢ braska, haveinvented anew and useful Mail-
- Box, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to “mail- boxes for the:
‘delivery and collection of mail, more partic-
ularly for use in connection w1th the rural.

1o free-delivery service, and . has for its: object |
simply constructed and .

the production of a
operated device which will enable the carrier

to open the box, place the mail to be deliv-.|:

~ered in the recentaele and remove the mail

I .I 5 to be eelleeted Wlth one hand and without

- removing the hand or forearm from engage-
“ment with the box; and the mventlon con-

 sistsin certain novelfeatures of construection,
~ as hereinafter shown a,nd desembed aud_

- 2_0,:speelﬁed in the claims. ~
.. In the drawings 111ustra,twe of the inven-
tion, in which corresponding parts. are de-

'- _neted by like demgnetmg characters, Flgure:
_ 1 is a perspective view of the -box open. Fig..
- 25 2is a perspective view of the box closed. Flg .

- 3 is a transverse sectional elevation.

The box may be of any required size or ee-. |
phragm 21, extending from end to end and 8o
connected to the rear member 13 and form-
ing an upwardly-opening curved-bottom re-

N pacity and may be employed for the collec-

- tion and delivery of mail-matter in any re-
30 quired locality, but is more particularly ap- |
plicable for use in connection with the rural.
free-delivery system, and when thus em- | D
' itltmn 21 isfor the reception of the mail tobe 85
delivered to the box, while the mail to be col- -
lected is placed upon the bottom member 10
beneath the partition 21 and the space be- -

ployed willgenerally beabout eighteén inches

~ long, six inches wide, and eleven inches high
35 ab the highest point; but these dlmensmne:
" may be Varled to any desired extent, and I
~do not, therefore, wish to be llmlted 111 any

manner thereto.

The bottom membei 10, end members 11 )]
40 12, and rear member 13 are formed, prefer- |

ablv of a single sheet of metal of suitable
str enfrth bent to shapeand preferably coated
or proteeted both exteriorly and interiorly,
- with the joints riveted, soldered, or other-
45 wise firmly secured to render them moisture-
proof. The material employed for.the con-
struction of the box will preferably be gal-
vanized iron or steel of suitable oage, |

- The cover member 14 and front member 15
5o are preferably formed in one single piece of

sheet metal of the same gage as the remain-
der of the box and united movably, as by

| ity to hold the la,rﬂ'est peckages or the small-

1 hinges 16, 1;0, ¢. L_h_e ;-,re'erh member 13 and with
‘the lower edge 17 of the front member ex- .
tended- below the front: edge of the bottom 55
‘member 10, as shown. . S

‘The free edge 17 of bhe front member 1o_i

will prefelably be eurved outwardly, as
shown, or rolled around a wire in the usual -
manner to not only stiffen and strengthen 6o
the structure, butto likewise form a munded |
lower edge. to reduce the tendency to abrade

the hand of the collector when Opemnt‘r the o

box, as hereinafter explained. A
The cover member 14 will be arched or 65 .

fermed_ with inclined faces to shed water, and
the upper edge of the rear membsr 13 will be.

formed with an inclined flange 18, underlap- =~ .
ping the rear edge of the cover member,as
shown in Fig. 3, to form an overlapping ;|01nt 70

which will prevent the entrance of moisture,"

and the cover member 14 and the front mem-

ber 15 will be provided, respectively, with

| flanges 19 20, bent therefrom and forming
fsh1e1de or cfuards to the joints at the ends to 75 = -
prevent the entrance of moisture. _-
tents of the box are thus thoroughly protected
{ from moisture'when the box is closed. |

The con-

..Within the box is arranged a curved'_dia?

ceptacle within the box, as shown in Fig. 3.

"The recepteele formed: by the curved par- - '

neath the partition being of sufficient capac- -

est letters. o
The receptacle formed b v the Dertltmn 21

is also of ample capacity and will hold the

largest packages and will also hold packages

larger than the receptacle, as the cover and 95

front members will afford protection to the

contents even when not fully closed, as the

depending flanges 19 20 will shield the con-
tents of the repeﬁteele mth the cover. pa,r--

tially raised. .,m'

 This constraction of box poesesees many
adventages and enables the carrier to open
the box, deposit the mail to be delivered, and
remove the mail to be colleeted Wll:h one hand
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and without removing the hand until the |

mail to be collected is grasped thereby. This

is a very important feature of the invention
and results in a very material saving of time
and greatly reduces the labor required in the
delivery and collection.

In operating the device the collector gath-
ers the mail to be deposited in one hand and

raises the united front and cover member Dy .
passing the back of the hand, holding the

mail beneath the extended front edge 17, and
this action will enable him to drop the mail-
matter in the receptacle with the front and
cover members resting on the wrist or fore-
arm. Then the mail to be collected, which
rests upon the bottom member 10, can be
swept into his pouch or grasped by the same
hand which opened the box and without re-
moving the hand except to carry the collected
mail with it. By this means the whole action
is acecomplished with one inward and one out-
ward or return movement of one hand, the
united front and cover member returning by
oravity to its closed position and the signal-
lever likewise returning to its withdrawn po-
sition, as hereinafter described.

It will be noted that when the operatorraises
the united front and cover members the whole
interior of the box is exposed, so that he can
clearly seenotonly the size, shape, and nature
of the mail to be collected, but also whether
or not any money has been deposited for post-
age. It will also be noted that by reason of
the unobstrocted front edge of the bottom
member 10 all the contents of the lower re-
ceptacle can beswept off into a pouch or other
receptacle without the necessity for picking
it up, and in cold weather this 18 a very great
advantage, as the collector can both deliver
and colleet the mail without removing his
oloves or mittens, as no matter how cumber-
some the mittens may be they will not pre-
vent him from grasping a bundle of mail and
droppingitintothe upperreceptacle orsweep-
ing the contents from the lower receptacle,
including small coins which may have been
deposited therein for postage.

Another great advantage gained by this ar-
rangement is that the contents of the box are
fully protected during the deposit and re-
moval of the mail during rain or snow storms,
as the mail may be deposited or removed by
only partially raising the cover, as will be
obvious. |
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Movably attached by one end, as at 22, to
the front member 15 is a signal-lever 23, the

leveradapted to lie either projected, as shown

in Fig. 2, or withdrawn, as in Fig. 1.

The lever 23 is designed to be thrown out-
ward when the owner of the box places mail
therein for collection to denote to the carrier
that mail is in the box for collection, so that
he will know whether it is necessary to visit

the box. - _
~ When the united cover and front members
are raised in opening the box, the signal-lever

will be thrown over by gravity into 1ts with-
drawn position, as shown in Fig. 1, whereby
the act of opéning the box will necessarily
close the signal-lever, so that the carrier may
not be misled at his next trip by neglect to
reverse the signal. This is an important fea-
ture of the invention and adds materially to
the value and usefulness of the device.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— |

1. A mail-box formed with closed rear, end
and bottom members, and with the front and
cover members connected together and mov-
ably united to said rear member, said front
member extending below said bottom mem-
ber, substantially as described.

2. A mail-box formed with closed rear, end
and bottom members, and with the frontand
cover members connected together and mov-
ably united to said rear member, said united
front and cover members having flanges over-

lappingsaid end members andsaid front mem-

ber extending below said bottom. member,
substantially as described.

3. A mail-box formed with closed bottom,
end and rear members, and with the front and
cover members connected together and mov-
ably united to said rear member, and a sig-
nal-lever movably connected by one end to
said front member and adapted for projection
from said front member when said front mem-
beris closed and returnable to its inoperative
position by gravity when the united front and
cover member is opened, substantially as de-
sceribed. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto aili

the presence of two witnesses. .
SAMUEL S. LANGFORD.

Witnesses:
A. L.. MCPHERSON,
K. J. EIARTIN.'
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