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' GEORGE C. HAGER, OF DANBURY, CONNECTICUT.

HAT-RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 726,527, dated April 28, 1903,

Application filed March 26, 1902,

Serial No. 100,124, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE C. HAGER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Dan-
bury, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and useiul
Hat-Rack, of which the followmw is a speci-

fication.

This inven t1011 relates to racks for support-
ing hats in stores and other localities where
1t 18 required to support the hats separately
and in position to be 1nd1mdua11y accessible;
and the invention consists in certain novel
features of the construction, as hereinafter
shown and described, and spemﬁeally point-
ed out in the claims.

In the dra,wmg illustrative of the invention

the figure is a perspective view of the device.

The device ;consists of an oaken oblong
framework composed of corner-posts 10, eaeh
opposite pair of posts at the ends eonnected
by transverse bars 11, each set of posts 10 and
bars 11 forming the ends of the framework.

The ends are connected by longitudinal bars

12, corresponding in number tothe transverse

posts 10, as shown. | _

The frame may be of any height or length,
but will be limited in width to conform to the
sizes of hats,so that the distances between the
opposite pairs of the longitudinal bars 12 will
be about equal to the longest interior diame-
ter of the largest size of hat to be supported.

Five of the sets or pairs of the bars 12 are
shown, providing for four ‘““shelves” for the
hats, but any number may be employed, so

that a greater or lesser number of hats may |

be supported, as may be required, and I do
not wish to be limited to any particular size
or capacity of rack. Connecting the longi-
tudinal bars 12 at intervals are vertical braee
rods or bars 13, each passing through all the
bars 12, which are in vertical alinement on
each side of the rack, as shown, and rigidly
secured therein. These brace-rods will be in-
serted at as frequent intervals as may be re-
quired to adequately support the rack-frame,
but will generally be arranged between each
vertical row of the hats. At the upper cor-

ners of the rack diagonal wire braces 14 are
arranged to connect the corner-posts 10 and
the upper pair of longitudinal bars 12, as
shown, to strengthen the rack.

One or more |

|

of the corner-posts 10 are formed with aper-

tures or ““slits” 16 to provide for holding dis-

play or price tags or other similar artleles
The bars 12 of each shelf, on which the

-hats are placed and by which the hats are

supported, are connected together by guard-
blocks 17, which are on the upper sides of
sald bars, are of suitable height and length,
and are disposed a suitable d1sta,nr:e apalt
The hats are placed upon the bars or shelves
12 over the said guard-blocks, so that the lat-

 ter enter and retain the hats against move-
ment longitudinally or transversely of the

shelves, so that the hats are kept appropri-
ately spaced apart and are prevented from

slipping or being shaken from the shelves;

but the hats may be readﬂy removed by hft:-
ing them.

The whole frame is Very lightly and str onfrly

for ‘med, each part contributing to its proper

support but with no superﬂuous parts.
The rack is open from all sides, so that the

hats can be inspected from every point with-

| out handling them and each hat maintained
b‘us 11 and umted to the latter next to the |

in its proper individual position and in posi-

| tion to be independently removed or inserted.

The blocks 17 are an important feature of
the invention, as they not only furnish an
adequateand secure support to the individual
hats, but at the same time form additional
braces to the framework.

- At the lower side of the rack, beneath the
lowermost pair of the lonwﬂsudmal bars 12
are disposed side braces 18, connected across

beneath their inner ends by transverse brace-
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bars 19 to form additional supports to the

rack and stiffen and strengthen it. At the
upper end a central transvem brace-bar 20

QcC

will be disposed to connect the uppermost of -

the longitudinal bars 12, as shown.

Ha,vmb g thus aescmbed my mventlon what
I claim is—

1. A hat-rack having a shelf and support-
ing means therefor, the shelf comprising lon-
g1tud1nally-—d1sposed spaced slats, and guard-
blocks arranged on, projecting above, and

| disposed tlanwmse]y with relation to the

slats, said guard-blocks being adapted to en-
ter hats plaeed thereon, and. bemn' appropri-
 ately spaced apart to hold the hats. out of con-
 tact with each other.

2. A hat-rack comprising vertical corner-
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posts 10, cross-bars 11, connecting them to- | tacting with each other, substantially as de-
gether in pairs, longitudinally-disposed slats | seribed. |

12, having their ends attached to the said In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
-corner-posts and eross-bars, and gnard-blocks, | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
on, ]girojecizling above and disposed trans- | the presence of two witnesses.

versely with reference to and connecting the

said slats, said guard-blocks being adapted GEORGE C. HAGER.

s |

10 enter the hats placed on the ‘“shelves” |  Witnesses:
formed by the slats 12, and being appropri-: CLINTON FOSTER,
10 ately spaced apart to keep the hats from con- | KEBER A. HODGE.
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