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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 726,436, dated Apr il 28 1903.

.&ppllcatwn filed Decamber 10, 1902, Serml No. 134,639

{En model.}

To all whom it may concere:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN KECK, a citi-
zen of the United Sbates residing at Crescent
Springs, in the county of Kenton and State
of ILentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Card-Files, of which
the following is a full, clear, and e\aet de-
seription, 1efexenee bemw had to the accom-
panying drawings, formmﬂ' part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to files for Index or
other cards for use in libraries, offices, and
other places where cards are lmed fm purposes

of indexing accounts or reference; and it has
for its ob,]eet the improved construction of

such files wheleby their ease of manipulation,
security, and ef cleney are increased.

The novelty of my invention will be here-
inafter more fully set forth, and specifically
peinted out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a card-file embodylnn‘ my in-
vention. Hig, 2 is a central sectional side
elevation of the same. Hig.3 isan enlarged
detail end elevation looking toward the front
wall of the file, showing the housing partly
brokenawayand showm 2 the operating mech-
anism. Fig.4isa detml sectional end eleva-

tion of the eard retaining and releasing rods

and their actuating-cam with the card-rods
spread to hold the cards locked. Fig. 5is a
sectional detail elevation of the follower and
connected parts. Fig. 61is asectionalside ele-
vation of Fig. 5. Fw* 7 is a broken perspec-
tive view of bhe cald retaining and releasing
rods at one end thereof. I‘lcr 818 & blU]xeﬂ
olevation of thelower part of one of the cards,

showing the opening therein for the retain-

ing &nd releasing rods.

The same letters of reference are used to
indicate identical parts in all the ficures.

In its preferred form of construction the
file 18 a drawer, of which a series is usually
employed and contained in a suitable case
orcabinet. The drawer may have-an interior
width just sufficient to contain a single row

of cards, which stand on edge transversely of
the drawer, or it may be W’lde enough to have

two or more card-compartments side by side
50 and extending from the front to the rear of

| the drawer.

I 'have onlyillustrated a drawer
with a single card-compartment; but it will
be readily understood that this may be'du-
plicated or pluralized intoa drawer with any
number of compartments desired, the mech-
anism in each compartment bemﬂ' identical
with that illustrated and to be deseubed
Inthe drawings, A represents the bottom of
thedrawer; B, its side walls; C, its front wall,
and D its rear wall. Therei 1% a Slot I3 thlouo'h
the bottom of the drawer at its middle extend-—

ing its entire length for the passage of the.

bottom lug or foot -ptece of the sliding fol-
lower F, t0 be hereinafter described.

Secured upon the inner sides of the front
and rear walls is a housing G, and extending
througn openings in these housings are a pair
of parallel flat bars H, which constitute the
card retaining and releasing bars or rods.
When closed, they lie side by side in a verti-
cal position, as seen in Fig. 7, to permit the
cards to be introduced and removed, and when
opened to lock the cardsin. place they occupy
a horizontal position, as seen in Fig. 4. The
ends of these bars have flaring portions a, as
seon 1n Ifig. 4, and at their ends they have
trunnions b, which are journaled in the hous-
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ing . Adoubledspringc, Fig. 3, in the form

of a spring-cotter, with its upper looped end

secured on a pin d in the housing, hasitslower

free ends straddling and embracing the in-

clined ends ¢ of the bars H and serves to nor-
mally press said bars together.

Saitably journaled beneath and parallel
with the bars H is a rotatable rod I, extend-
ing through the front wall C and carrying an
operating turn-button e.
of the rod I, within the housing &, is a cam-
plate J, the shapeof which is eclearly indicated
in Kigs. 3 and 4. These plates have in them
notches 7, forming shoulders, which engage
one of the inelines ¢ of the bars H when the
latter are closed, as seen in Fig. 3, and upon
turning the rod I this shonlder Sple&dﬂ out-
ward one of the bars H, while the opposite
bar 1s spread by the eurved surtface of the
cams J until the parts assume the position
shown 1n Fig. 4, when the bars are spread en-
tirely apart in then locking position, as will

| be readily understood. The reverse turning
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of the rod I permits the springs ¢ torefold the
bars Il together. Any suitable stop, as at g,
may be provided to arrest the rod 2 when
turned to its limit in one direction, and the
ends of the cam-plates, as at 2, coming in con-
tact with the bottom of the housing, as in Fig.
3, serve to arrest the turning of the rod in the
opposite direction.

The follower K 1s of the usual or any suit-
able construction, with a foot-piece provided

with openings k& [, Figs. 5 and 6, for the pas- !

sage of the bars H and rod I, respectively, and
a spring m, carried by the foot-piece and bear-
ingagainst therod I, gives sufficient frictional
contact to hold to follower in place.

In Fig. 8 alower portion of one of the cards
L is shown with the usual slot and opening n
for the passage of the bars I. |

Having thus fully described my invention,

20 [ claim—

1. In acard-file, the combination of a filing-

base, a pair of flat card retaining and releas- |

726,436

| ing bars, parallel therewith and having their

ends slightly bent outward with pivoting-

trunnionsthereon,springsengagingsaid bent- 25

out portions of the bars and normally tend-
ing to press the same together, a rotatable
rod suitably journaled below and parallel to
sald card-bars, and eam-arms fast on said ro-
tatable rod and engaging the bent-out por-
tions of the card-bars, substantially as de-
sceribed.

2. In a card-file, the combination of the flat
swinging bars H provided with bent-out end
portions a and trunnions b, the springs ¢ en-
gaging the bent-out portions ¢, the rotatable
rod I, and the cam-arms J fast thereon and
engaging the under sides of the bent-out por-
tions a, substantially as described.

CHRISTIAN KECK.

Witnesses:
WM. J. PECK,
EDWARD PECK.
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