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UNITED STATES P

ALEXANDER McDONALD, OF ASHLEY,

OHIO.

FO LDEN-G PO U LT-RY~C RATE.

SPECIFICATION iermmg pa;rt of Le‘f;t:ers I?a.tent No 7 26, 333 deted April 28, 19038,

Applmetlen ﬁled June 9 1902, Semel Nu' 110 896

(No mudel )

To all whom z,i MY COTLCETTLS

Beit known that [, ALEXANDER MCDONALD ,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ash- |

ley, in the county- of Delaware and “State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Poultry - Crates;
and I do declare the followmﬂ* to be a full,

¢lear, and exact description of the mventlen |

such as will enable others skilled .in the art

to which it appewems to ma,ke a,nd use the
same.

My invention rela,tes to foldmn* or. knoek-—-
Its objectis to provide

down poultry-crates.
a device of this character which is cheap, sim-

ple, and durable in construetion, which will:
be very strong and secure when set up. for.
use and occupy but little space when folded,
and one in which the cover may be used for
locking the parts t()“'ethel in ‘both the open

and folded position.

With thisand othef‘eb;]eete which will ap-
pear as the nature of the invention is better
understood, it further consistsin the construe-

tion, comblnatlen and arrangement of parts,

as Wlll be heremefterfull Y descubed elaamed |
and illustrated in the aeeompdu}mﬂ draw-

ings, in which—

Figure 1is a. pelspeetwe view of a emtef};
Fig. 2isacentral

embodymw my invention.
verticallongitudinal section threu gh thecrate
in its epened position.

more clearly show the construction.
18 a plan view of the parts in the folded po-
sition with the cover removed, and Figs. 6
and 7 are detail views of the shdmfr belt or
fastening device.

In the drawings, 1 deswnates the base or
bottom of the crate, Whlch is provided with
the side elea-ts or strips 2 and the end cleats
orstrips 3. Theuppersurfacesof all of these
cleats are beveled inwardly, as shown at 4,
which makes them substantially tmanﬂ'ular
in cross-section, for a purpose heremaftm ex-
plained.

which are passed the hinge loops or etraps 6,

50 which are secured to the fremee 7, that form

the ends of the crate.

Fig. 8 is a similar:
view through the crate in 1ts folded position.
Fig. 4 is-an end elevation of the crate in its
opened position with parts broken away to |
Fig. 5 |

I slot 20.
secured to the cover so that the bent end of

The ends of the cleats 3 are rounded
to form ecircular. pins or journals 5, around-|

N crate, Whlch has the ends of its lower Stll[)
rounded to form the journals 9, about which

the hinge straps or loops 10 are passed and

secured to the ends of the Slde cleats 2 on the
base 1.- -

The frames 7 and S, WhICh form the ends
and sides of the clate, may be covered with
-wire, as illustrated in the drawings, or may

be slatted or made in any desired manner,
and. the under side or face of each of the

| lower strips of the side and end frames are
beveled, as shown at 4', for a pur pese herein-
-after deserlbed --

In order to strenﬂthen the erate when in its

.epened position and prevent the ends from
falling inwardly, I provide -the sides of the
crate Wlth pins or dowels 11, adapted to en-

ter opemnes or apelturee 12 in the ends of

the crate.

- 13 deswnatee the cover or hd whlch 18 pref-
erably slatted and formed with a rim-flange

14, which when the cover is in' place sur-

rounds the ends and sides of the crate and
helde._them Securely in position. =~ An open-

ing 15 is made in the top of the cover for the
purpose of inserting and removing the fowls
or.inmates and is elosed by a shdmg gate 16.

The cover.is securely locked or held upon

the ends and sides of the crate when in the
‘opened position by means of the sliding bolts
17, secured to the under side of the cover, en-

teunn" openings 18, formed in the ends. ef the
crate. The constr uction of the bolt will be
readily understood upon referring to Figs. 6
and 7. The bolt 17 is mounted to slide upon
the block 18, which issecured to the underside
of the cover by having its free end guided in
the box or bearing.19 and its opposite end
bentatrightangles and projectingup through
the slot 20 in the block 18. A head or dlek
21, secured to the bent end of the bolt 17, and

‘a washer or disk 22, held in place by a spring-

key 23, retain the bent end of the bolt in the
It will be seen that the block 18 is

the bolt projects up between two of the slats

in order that the bolt may be easily operated.

~ In folding my crate the ends 7 are first
folded down upon the bottom 1, and owing to
the beveled surfaces 4 and 4" eommw toeethm
the ends will lie flat npon the bottom. The

S deswnetes the frame of the sides of the | sides 8 are then folded down upon the ends 7,
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~and. owing to the beveled surfaces 4 and 4

the sides will also lie flat nupon the ends.

~ The cover 13 is then placed in position, as

1O

shown in Fig. 3, and the sliding bolts 17, pro-

jected through the staples or keepers 24, se-
cured to the end strips 3. It will thus be

seen that the cover securely holds the parts
together, both in the open and ﬂlosed_posi-'

tions, and the crate when folded occupies but
very htl:le space and when open is exceed-

- ingly strong and durable.

. conneetlon with the accompanying drawings, -

From the foregoing description, baken in

- the construction, mode of operation, and ad-

5

vantages of the 1nventwn will be readily un-

- derstood without requwlnn' an extended ex-
- planation.

Various changes in. the form pmportlon

~ and details of constructlon may be made with-

in the scope of theinvention without depart-
‘ing from the spirit or saeuﬁcmﬂ' any of the

- advantages thereof.

Havmg thus. described my invention, what

1 elaim, and desire to secure. by Letters Pat-

ent, 18-—- |
1. Afolding poultry-crate comprising a bot-

tom provided with beveled side and end

~cleats and with keepers upon its ends, said

40

50

535

© end cleats being provided with journals, said
30

side cleats being provided with hinge-straps,

folding ends havmg their lower faces beveled

to coact with the beveled upper faces of the

‘end cleats and having hinge-straps to encom-

pass the journals on the end eleats and hav-

ing apertures in their tops adapted to receive
- locking-bolts, and apertiires in their ends to

receive locking-pins or dowels, folding sides
having their lower faces beveled to coact with
the beveled upper faces of the side cleats an
having journals encompassed by the hinge-
straps carried by the side cleats of the base
and having pins or dowels to engage the ap-
ertures in the ends, a cover provided with a
rim-flange adapted to engage the sides and
ends of the crate in both the folded and open
position and having apertures in its end
flanges, and sliding bolts carried by said
cover adapted to lock the parts in the open
position by being passed through the aper-
tures in the ends and cover of the crate and

to lock the same in the folded position by be- |

ing engaged with the keepers upon the base,
substantially as set forth. .

2. A folding poultry-crate comprising a
base, cleats upon the ends of said base having
their uppersurfaces beveled inwardly, having

- Journals upon their ends and provided with

keepers, cleats upon the sides of said base |

——

| having their upper faces beveled inwardly
and h&V]HD‘ hinge-straps upon the ends, ends

provided with hinge-straps adapted toencom-

pass the journals upon the end cleats to per- -

mit said ends to be folded down upon the base

and to lie flush with the upper edges of the

end cleats and having apertures in its top

65:

to receive a loekmﬂ'-bolt and apertures inits =

ends to receive a dowel or pin, sides provided
with Journals at their ends adapted to be en-

compassed by the hinge-straps upon the side
‘cleats ot the base to permit the same to be
folded down upon the ends of the crate and
to lie parallel with the base, and provided
‘with dowels or pins adapted to engage the ap-
ertures in the ends of the crate to lock the =
same in an upright position, a cover formed
‘with arim-flange adapted to engage and lock
‘the ends and side of the crate in both the

opened and folded positions and havingaper-
tures in its end flanges to receive locking-

‘bolts, and sliding bolts carried by said cover
adapted to lock the same to the base when
the parts are folded by being engaged with
| the keepers upon.the end cleats of the base

and to lock the cover upon the ends and sides

‘when the crate is opened by being passed
‘through the aperturesin the ends of the crate
and the end flanges of the cover, substan-
_tlally as set forth o

3. A folding poultry-crate eompﬂsmn‘ a,

base provided with keepers uponitsends,ends
adapted to fold upon the base and pr ovided
‘with apertures in their tops adapted tobe en-
gaged by bolts, sides adapted to be folded

upon the ends, a cover formed with a rim-

flange adapted to engage the sides and ends
‘in both the opened and closed positions, blocks
gecured to the under side of the cover at each
end thereof and provided with bearings and

slots, bolts slidably mounted in the bearings
upon said blocks and having one end bent

and projecting through the slotsin said blocks
‘and held in position by keys, and the other

end adapted to be projected intosaid keepers
upon the base to lock the parts in the folded
position and to be projected into the aperture
in the ends of the crate and the end flanges
of the cover, to lock the parts in an open po-
sition, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
‘my hand in presence. of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

ALEXANDER McDONALD.

Witnesses:
SAMUEL R. HARRIS,
C. WORNSTAFT,
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