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o all whmn LU May COnCeri:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK T. WHITE-
LEY, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

in Phﬂadelphla Penne;lvame haveinvented
certain Improvements in Devices for Locking
and Operating Valves, of which the follew-

ing 1s a specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments In gas-fixtures and means for operat-

1mpr0ved mechanism for locking a gas-valve

in definite positions, in eombmatlon with

- means forreleasing said locking device when

L5

1t is desired to Operate the va,lve
The object.of the invention is to provide a

- device whichshall automatically lock the plug
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or valve of a gas-fixture in one or more pre-
determined positions in order to prevent its
accidental displacementor movement beyond
these positions and to provide a device for

~convenlently releasing said locking means
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when it is desired to turn.said plug or valve.-

This object I attain as hereinafter set forth,
reference being had to the aeeempenymﬂ'
drawings, in whleh—

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a gas-fix-

ture equipped with my improved valve-lock-
ing structure and illustrating the device for
operating this locking apparatus when it is
desired to turn the gas-valve.
elevation of the prefel red form ef plug or
valve used in connection with my invention,
and Kig. 3 18 a side elevation of one form of
leekmg -lever.

In the above drawmﬂ‘s A represents a gas-
fixture of the well- knewn form, hevmﬂ' a
burner ¢ and a portion o/, deewned for at-
tachment to a supply- p1pe in addltlen to
which there is the customary valve or plug
(shown at a®) for controlling the flow of gas to
sald burner. In any desired portion of this
valve, preferably in its eylindrical or conical
surface, I form any desired number of re-
cesses or depressions a?, in the case illustrated
four, and .place them mnety degrees apart.

It Wlll be noted that two of the recesses are’

in a line parallel to the passage a* (shown in
dotted lines in Kig. 2) for the passage of gas
through the plug, the others being at rwht
an D‘les to said lme

Pwoted to a portion of the gas-fixture in
line with and directly under the burner a 18

Fig. 2 1s a side

' a lever B, having a hooked or bent end 4’ and
an enlarged portion b, by which it may be en--

gaged when opereted the end b’ being in the
present instance at right angles to the length

-of the lever and so pleced as to engage the
depressions in the plug o
ing one end in engagement with the 1ever and

A spring b2 hav-

the other bearing upon the gas-fixture, tends to

.turn the lever B on its plvob SO as to cause
ing the same, consisting more particularly of |

the portion &' to press against the plug or

valve a*, and hence to enter any one of the
'depressmne a® when these are in the proper
position relatively-thereto. |

C represents a gas-lighting device of any

of the well- kno*vn forms, having a handle ¢,

a body portion ¢', and a split or forked end
¢, designed to enﬂ'aee the operating-handle

@ of the plug or ve,lve of the gas-fixture.
“This lighter is also pr0v1ded Wlth a tubular
fpmblon ¢?, in which is carried a taper or
‘other wmtmw device or material.

In addition to the above I provide the gas-

| lighter with two guide or supporting pieces
03 attached in the present instance to its
.-'body portion by rivets ¢* and designed to
‘movably support an operating-rod ¢°, which
‘has two offset ends ¢® and ¢’ shown.
‘this rod ¢° is a spring c?, normally tending to
‘revolve the rod or to prevent 1ts 1evolut10n
‘there .being also a stop formed by a pin 09
‘passing throuﬂ'h sald rod and bearing upon

Upon

the body pertlen ¢’ of the lighter.
- With the various pertwne of the device in

|:the positions shown in the drawings the gas-
‘valve will be full open and will be locked in
‘such position, so as to be prevented from ro-
‘tation by means of the lever B, whose hook
‘b’ is in engagement with one of the recesses
“a® of said valve.
off the flow of gas, the hook of said lever
must be raised out of engagement with said
recess, and this is aecompllshed by brmng'
pressure to hear against the offset portion c*
of the operatmfr-rod ¢5, such action resulting
in a partial revolutlon of said rod. Such
| Taotion brings the upper end or offset portion

In order, therefore, to turn

¢‘ of the rod into contact with the end 6 of

| the lever B, thereby turning this latter.on its
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pivot en'a,mst the action of the spring c* and

lifting the hook b’ out of the recess a°, there-
by leavmﬂ' the valve free to be tumed by
proper movement of the lighter.
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It will be understood that after the end of |

the lever has been raised from the recess a*
in the plug pressure upon the offset portion
cbis released, thereby leaving the hooked por-
tion of the lever free t0 be pressed against the

cylindrical part of the valve a*by the action of
the spring b When, therefore,the valve has
been revolved nmety degrees, this end b’ of

thelever mllautomatlcally dwp or be pressed |

into another one of the depressions a?, there-

by preventing further motion of the valve
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and making impossible its aceidental turn-
ing beyond the ‘“off”” position. Inorder that
said valve may be moved farther, the rod ¢?
must again be brought into action to turn
the lever B on its pivot and raise the hook b’
from the recess in the valve. It willbe seen
that the spring ¢® normally retains the oftset
ends of the lever ¢® in a position to one side
of the plane of the fork or slot at the upper
end of the lighter C, such position being de-
termined by the stop ¢’ striking the body por-
tion c.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with a gas-fixture hav-
ing a valve and means for locking the same
in a definite position, of a device for operat-
ing said valve provided with means for en-
gacing and operating the locking meauns, sub-
stantially as described. |

2. The ecombination with a gas-fixture hav-
ing a valve and a locking device for retain-
ing said valve in a definite position, of &
structure for engaging the valve, and a lon-
gitudinally-rotatable device carried thereby
and placed to be brought into engagement
with the locking device, for operating the
same prior to the operation of the valve, sub-
stantially as described.

3. The combination of a gas-fixture having
a valve, a lever pivoted to said gas-fixture
having means for engaging and holding said
valve in a definite position, a bar having
means for engaging the valve, and a rod car-
ried by the bar and placed to engage the le-
ver for operating the same prior tothe opera-
tion of the valve, substantially as described.

4, The combination of a gas-fixture, a valve

therein having in it a depression, alever piv- |

726,208

oted to the gas- fixture and having means
whereby it is caused to engage sald depres-

sion in said valve, a device having means for

turning the lever on its pivot and thereby
causing it to disengage the valve, and means
for turning the valve after such disengage-
ment has taken place, substantially as de-
seribed.

5. The combination of a gas-fixture having
a valve and a lever for locking the same in a
definite position, a bar having means for en-
gaging the valve to turn the same, guides on
said bar and an operating-rod revolubly car-
ried in said guides, said bar being placed to
engage the lever and thereby cause 1t to re-
lease said valve, substantially as described.

6. The combination of a gas-fixture having
a valve and alever for locking said valvein a
definite position, with a bar having a handle
and a slotted end for engagement with the
valve, with an operating-rod revolubly car-
ried by said bar and provided with ofiset
ends, one of said ends being adjacent to the
handle and the other of a form and position
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such that it will engage the lever and cause -

the same to release the valve when the offset
end adjacent tothe handle of the bar is prop-

erly moved, substantially as described.

7. The combination with a gas-fixture hav-
ing a valve, of a lever constructed to engage
said valve and refain it in a definite position

and a spring tending to force one end of the
lever into engagement with the valve, with a
bar having a handle at one end and a device
at the other forengaging the valve, an oper-
ating-rod for the lever carried by the bar so

as to be free to revolve on a longitudinal axis,

a spring on said rod, and a stop whereby mo-
tion of the rodis limited, sald rod being con-
structed to engage the lever on the gas-fix-
ture and thereby cause it to disengage the
valve,. substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FRED. T. WHITELEY.

Witnesses:

WILLIAM K. BRADLEY,
Jos. H. KLEIN,
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