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To all whom it may concern: ]

- BeitknownthatI,LupvIc MARTIN MILLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Win-
leconne, in the county of Winnebago and
State of Wisconsin, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Weed-Cut-

- ters for the Propellers of Launches, of which
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- guide, the same having adjacent to the pro- |
peller a cutting edge which coacts with cut- |-

20.

25

30

35

40

45

the following is a specification.

T'his invention relates to improvements in |

weed-cutters for the propellers or screws of
launches or hoats, the object thereof being
to provide means for preventing weeds or

-grass from fouling, and thus preventing the
rotation of the screw or propeller: and the

Invention consists in providing the hull of
the boat with a fixture which serves as a weed-

ting edges on the front of the SCreéw oOr pro-
peller near its hub, whereby weeds or grass
which may be gathered in front of the wheel
adjacent to the shaft will be cut and freed

from the shaft before they can accumulate in

such quantities as to prevent the rotation of
the wheel, as will be hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-

trate one embodiment of my invention, Fig-
ures 1 and 2 are side elevations showing the
stern of a launch with the weed-cutter applied
thereto. -Fig.3isaside view of a part of the
screw or propeller, and Fig. 4 is a side view
of a portion of the weed-guide. '

In earrying out my invention the driving-
shaft A is supported in the usual manner and
18 passed through a stuffing-box a.

To the stern of the boat issecured the weed-
gulde B, the rear edge thereof being inclined
from its upper end downward toward the hub

of the screw or propeller, and on the lower

‘portion of. the weed-guide B there is a bear-

ing b, through which the shaft A passes. The
front of the weed-guide is provided with

flanges or projecting portions which have ap-

ertures -for the passage of screws or.bolis
which rigidly attach the weed-guide to the
hull’of the boat. Adjacent to the bearing b
the weed-guide B has a straight portion or

cutting edge, and in practice there may be |

attached thereto an adjustable plate of steel,
which will be secured to the weed-guide b
bolts which pass through slots in the plate.
Such means of attaching the parts together
provides for taking up wear. It also pro-
videsforadjusting the cutters in proper aline-
ment. T e -

The propeller or serew C has at its front
adjacent to the hub on each blade a straight
portion ¢, with which the blade on the weed-
guide will coact to cut any grass or weeds
which are gathered by the screw and which
are liable to wind about the shaft and SCrew,
80 as to preventthesameturning. If desired,
the serew may have adjustable plates ¢, se-
cured to the front of the blades by bolts, the

same engaging the plate on the weed-guide.

- By means of the device herein shown and
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described any weeds or grass that gather in

front of the screw is at once cut and drop
astern, and it will be noted that the cutters
are operative when the boat is driven astern.
The shaft isprovided withan additional bear-
ing rear of the stuffing-box, and if the wheel
has not front plane edges the platés when
attached will provide the requisite cutting
edges. This device may be readily applied
to boats without changing the construction
thereof,and theshape of the weed-guide where
it 18 attached to the hull may be varied to

conform to the shape thereof. -
~Having thus described my invention, what
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— | .

1. In a weed-cutter for launches, the com-
bination of a weed-guide attached to the hull
and provided at its rear with a cutting edge,
a screw or propeller having cutting edges

- which move in close proximity with the cut-

ting edge of the weed-guide, substantially as

shown. - o |
2. In a weed-cutter for launches, the com-
bination with a weed-guide which is attached

to the hull above the shaft upon which is

mounted the propeller or screw, a bearing on
the weed - guide through which the shaft
passes, and a cutting edge on the rear edge

of the weed-guide, of a propeller or secrew hay- _
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ing at its front cutting edges which cooper ate | plate attached to the weed-guide, for the pur-
| w1th the cutting edn‘e on the weed-guide, sub- | pose set forth. 10
stantially as shown In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

3. In a weed-cutter for launches, the com- | nature in the presence of two witnesses.
s bination with a weed-guide attached directly | | LUDVIC MARTIN MILLER

e — — eyl Sy,

to the hull of the la,unch a plate adjustably | Witnesses |
attached to the weed- ﬂ'mde, of a screw or pro- J. A. SUHL
peller having straight edges in rear of the|{  GEO. MARIN_
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