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fo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE J. KNOPF, of | away to further show the construetion.

Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State
of New York, haveinvented a new and useful
5 Improvementin Devices for Holding and Fill-
ing Blank Bills, which improvement is fully
set forth in the following specification and
shown in the accompanying drawings.

My invention is an article of furniture or’

10 an implement for use in business offices, it

being in part an improved holding device for
office-papers, such as blank bills and similar
sheets, and designed more particularly as a
convenient. portable holder or carrier for
blank way - bills used in railroad express
freight offices. With the frame or body of
this device is used a sheet of carbon copying-
paper, grips or clasps for holding the ends of
the same being provided as essential features
of theinvention. = These way-bills, rectangu-
lar in form, are usually perforated longitudi-
nally at.the middle line, the upper half be-

20

ing a printed blank, while the part below the
perforated line is wholly blank and without |

25 print for receiving upon it a copy of the writ-
ten. portlon of the bill as it is filled in. .
The main object of this invention is to pro-
duce a device for accurately holding a pile
or pad of blank bills and by means of which
the latter may be successively made out and

removed from the holder, a copy of each bill

U3
o

as the latter is written out being simulta-.

-neously produced on the blank half of the bill
or sheet.

35 Otherobjects and advantages of the inven-

tion will be brought out and made to appear |

in the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part thereof, the invention being more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.
Figure 1 is a plan of the device holding a
~package or pile of blank way-bills as in use.

40

Fig. 2 is a plan showing the top bill of the |

pile with its printed half turned over on top
of the carbon-sheet in position to be.written
out. Fig. 3 is an end view of the device,
seen as indicated by arrow 3 in Fig. 1. Flf_r
4 is a view of the front edge of the device,
seen as indicated by arrow 4 in Fig. 1. Fig.
5 shows the device inverted. F1g 6 shows
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-of the device, 1t being prefembly a thin sub-

or farther edges touching,

blank sheets or bills, a part being broken
Fig.
7 is a plan of the lower part of a clasp. Fig.
8 is an end view of a clasp, more fully show- 55
ing its construction and manner of its use.
Fig. 9 shows the positions of parts when a
blank bill is folded over the carbon-sheet in
position to be made out. Fig. 10 shows the
form of a blank bill, the rear side being pre- 6o
sented.  FKFigs. 3, 4,_and 6 to 9, inclusive, are
drawn to scales larger than that of Kigs. 1, 2,
5, and 10.

Referring to the parts shown, A is the body

stantially rectangular hard-wood board for

‘holding the blank sheets or bills B and upon
‘which to write them out, the board being
adapted to be held either upon the left arm

or placed flat upon a desk or table. This

70

board or body 1 18 formed at its ends with pro-

jecting parts ¢’ ¢/, Figs. 1 to 5, forming, with

adjacent parts of the boa,rd recesses K, as
~shown.

The bills B are 1ectdngular strips or sheets 75

| of paper, as shown in Fig. 10, there being a
. pelfomted line a, dividing each sheet longi-
‘tudinally into an upper half b and a lower.

half ¢. The upper half of "each sheet i1s
prmted on one side in blank form, as shown 8o
in Fig. 2, to Dbe filled in by pen or pencil in
makmn‘ out a way-bill in any given case.
These ‘blank bills or sheets are placed in a
pile or a pad upon the board A, their upper
as a guide or stop,
a longitudinal rib or bar. d, rising vertically
from the upper face of the board. Insupply-
ing the board A with these sheets they are
pla,eed thereon with the printed-faces down-
ward and with the printed portions of the
bills nearest the front edge of the board.

C, Figs. 1, 4, 8, and 9, is a strip or sheetof
carbon- -paper shghtly lont‘rer than the blank
bills B and of a width about equal to one-half
of the bill, this carbon-sheet being held hori-
zontally above and upon the :pile of blank
bills by a pair of.grips or claSps D D, one at
either end of the carbon-sheet. - In this posi-
tion the lower edge of the carbon-sheet coin-
cides with the perforated line ¢ of the adja-
cent blank, as appears in Fig.1l. When the
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b is turned over on the carbon-sheet, as shown | the latter in the jaws of the clasps.

in Iigs. 2 and 9, which brings the printed
face of the part 0 of the bill upward ready to
be filled. In this position of the parts the
carbon-sheet is between the two halves b ¢ of
the blank bill, as clearly shown in Fig. 9, an
when the bill is filled in with pen or pencil
the part written will be copied onto the blank
portion ¢ of the bill immediately beneath the
carbon-sheet. The bill thus completed is re-
moved from the device, the next blank bill
of the pile being now ready to be doubled
onto the carbon-sheet and filled in in the same
manner. |

The clasps D D for holding the carbon-
sheet are of metal and peculiarly constructed
and are carried at the endsof projecting arms
or terminals ¢ ¢ of a spring carrying-wire f.
This carrying-wire fis formed with spring-
coils g g at the rear edge of the board A for
the purpose of giving sufficient spring action
and sweep to thearms ee, holding the clasps.
These arms act to keep the clasps D D nor-
mally down upon the pile of bills B or against
the board, as shown in Figs. 6 and 8, so the
carbon-sheet will be at all times held down

against the upper sheet of the pile, whether

there be few or many sheetsin the pile. The
clasps D D occupy the recesses E E, respec-
tively, at the ends of the board and overhang

the ends of the latter, as shown. Iach elasp
comprises an upper plate i and lower plate,
alike as to their perimeters and having over-

796,171

To re-
move or replace a carbon-sheet, the jaws 7
are opened by pressing the opposing thumb-
pieces p p together.

The spring fis made usually of a single
piece of wire extending longitudinally along
the under side of the board A, as shown In
Figs. 4 and 5, and held by staples w, inserted
into the bdard. This wire is also further
stayed in place and supported by being passed
into narrow vertical kerfs z, Figs. 5 and 0,
formed in the rear edeze of the board. This
wire 1 is formed into vertical loops v, Figs. 1,
2, 3,4, and 6, rising above the projecting ends
¢’ of the board, which loops act as guides for
the spring-arms ¢ e while making their ver-
tical movements during the operations of the
parts.

For lifting the two clasps D D simultane-
ously to place a new package of bills in the
device a lever-rod vy, Figs. 1-4 and 0, 18 pro-
vided for the device. This rod is held upon
thesurfaceof the board A bystaplesz,its ends
a’ being bent forward beneath the arms e e of
the spring-wire f, as shown, so that by turn-
ing the rod ¢ backward it will lift the clasps
D D, for the purpose stated. This lever-rod
1y is formed with an offset handle or part b’
to be pressed downward when it is wished to
raise the clasps, as stated.

What I ¢laim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Lefters Patent, is—

1. A device for holding and filling blank

lapping lugs k[, a spring hinge-wire m piere- | papers, consisting of a bottom board, a wire

ing the lugs upon which the plates may turn.
The plates are formed with inwardly-project-
ing jaws 7 v for holding the carbon-sheet C,
the jaws of the two lower plates resting upon
the pile of blank sheets B serving to hold
them in place. The spring-wire m of each
clasp D has its ends 0 o0, Figs. 6 and 7, bent
inward in positions to press the inner oppos-
ing faces, respectively, of the upper and the
lower plates /v ¢ in a manner to cause the op-
posing parts of the jaws »rtopinch and firmly
hold the carbon-sheet. | |
The lower plates 7 of the clasps D are se-

cured to the extreme ends of the arms e e,

respectively, of the spring-wire holder f pref-
erably by passing the ends of the arms through

loops s, Figs. 4, 5, 7, and 8, of the plates.

‘T'hese plates? have swivel or rocking motions
on the arms, permitting the clasps to at all
times occupy horizontal positions upon the
pile of blank bills B, whetherhighorlow. The
lower plates 2 are each formed with an angu-
lar offset part 7, Ifigs. 4 and S, which pass
down by the ends of the board A when the
pile of bills becomes reduced by using there-
from, the clasps serving to hold the carbon-
sheet down near the surface of the board A

‘when the last sheet I3 isremoved from the

device. Each clasp Dis further formed with
a pendent member or apron u between the
pairs of jaws r », Iigs. 3, 6, and 8, in posi-
tions to act as abutting stops for the adjacent

ends of the carbon-sheets to aid when placing |

holdersecured tothe bottom board and formed

with projecting arms, and clasps for holding
a sheet of paper held by the arms, the clasps
having pivotal motions around their bearings
on the arms.

2. A device of the kind described, compris-
ing, in combination with a flat substantially
rectangular bottom board, clasps at the ends
of the bottom board for holding a sheet of
paper, an elastic wire holder for the clasps,
and means for simultaneously lifting the
clasps.

3. A device of the kind deseribed, compris-
ing a bottom board, a pair of clasps for hold-
ing a sheet of paper over the bottom board,
an elastic wire holder for the clasps, said wire
holder being formed with projecting arms and
spring-coils, and with guides for the project-
ing arms. |

4. A device for holding and filling blank
bills, comprising a bottom board for holding
the bills, a pair of clasps for holding a sheet
of paper over the bottom board, a pair of
spring-arms for holding the clasps at opposite
sides of the board, and spring-coils and guide-
loops for the spring-arms, said arms and the
spring-coils and guide-loops being all in one

: piece.

5. Adeviceforholding blank bills, compris-
ing a bottom board, a pair of clasps for hold-
ing a sheet of paper over the bottom board,
and a holder for the clasps, the latter having
projecting jaws to bear upon the blank bills.
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| 6 A device of the kind described, compms-

“ing a bottom board, a pair of clasps for hold-
- ing a sheet of paper over the bottom board,

and holders for the clasps, the latter compr 13- |
-1ng a pair of Sprmﬂ*-actuated plates pivotally

;|omed
7. A devwe f01 holdmﬂ' and ﬁllmﬂ' paper

- blanks, comprlsmn‘abottomboardforhﬂldmﬂ'

IO

the-blanks, a pair of clasps over the bottom

board, and holders for the clasps, the latter

comprising each a pair of coacting spring-ac-

- fuated plates pivotally e_onnected, the plates

. j_[s

being formed with pairs of opposing jaws, and

 the upper platehavmﬂ'adownward plOJeetmﬂ'
part or apron between the pairs of jaws..

8. A device for holding and filling paper
blanks, consisting of a bottom board, a pair

of opposing clasps having inwardly-project- |
ing jaws, the clasps being adapted to occupy

high or low positions over the bottom board,

holders for the clasps secured to the bottom |

board the clasps overhanging the edges of
the bottom board, with the J&WS extendlng
over said board.

9. A device for holdmn‘ aud filling blank
| bllls, comprising a board for holdmﬂ'the blank
| bills, the board having projecting p&rts form- .

ing recesses at the ends of the board, oppos-

Ingclaspsoceupying the recesses, spring-arms
on said projecting parts, for holding the

blank bills. |
In witness whereof I ha.ve hereunto set my

presence of two subscribing mtnesses

GEORGE J. KNOPI‘

Wltnesses |
HENRY W. MARTENS
. M SHULTS. |
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~clasps, and guide-loops for the spring-arms, -
rising abovesaid projecting ends,and an abut-
ting rib or bar on the board for eontl olling the |

35
| hand, this 13th day of January, 1903, in the Rt
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