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To all whom it may concern: - '

Be it known that I, PATRICK J. MENAHAN,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing in the
borough of Brooklyn, in the city and State of

New York have invented a certain new and -

useful Improvement in Corsets, of whmh the
following is a specification.

I will show and deseribe the invention as
applied to a corset of the now fashionable

style know as ‘‘straight front;” but it may

be useful in all styles of corsets.
It is common to employ two of the tapes or
cords (briefly laces) for each pair of corsets,

bottom and lacing up to the same line. It
will be understood that the lacing is at the
back and that the front is opened and closed
by clasps in the ordinary: manner.

In applying the corset on the person there

is never recognized any difficulty in placing |

the back. loosely laced, as above described,

- 1n the correct pomtwn but in bending the

Ordmamly flexible garment around and brm Q- .
ing the front edbes together and into placeé |

there i is with many much difficulty in getting
the corset correctly placed on the person. Tt

1s common to adjust it by several movements -

- upward and downward after the lacings have
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been partially or completely t1ghtened I
mark a star on the back and take much pains
to determine the position of the waist-line

from that point in the back around the waist |
to the front of the corset and punch a little

above and below the line thus determined at

‘the front and insert eyelets, or hooks may be

used, if preferred. These eyelets thus care-
fully set serve as marks to indicate to the

the waist-line of the figure and also serve an
important end in receiving the laces extended
around from the back.

My invention insures the correct placing of
the corset on the person by *‘first intention.”
The lines of lacing extend, as usual, at the

back, each terminating at the mid- hewht of -

the waist. From that point the laces are ex-
tended around the person and passed inward

‘through the eyelets previously set, as de-

seribed, at the proper height at the front.

Hach la,ce 18 thence extended in the interior
ot the corset across the narrow space at the

| let above the waist-line C C and the other
touch what portion of the front is to match to |

front and out again through the correspond-

ing eyelet on the opposme side of the front.
Pulhng on the ends thus extended out after

| having been extended across the joint inside
of :the front will tighten the lacing at the
| mid-height of the back and will, if the front
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has been through inadvertence set foo lowor

too high, draw the front upward or down-
ward t0 the correct position. I have found
the ordinary corset-laces sufficient in length;

but they may be made extra long if it shall

be found expedlent Trialsindicate that the

| ends thus interwoven at the front will al-
one starting at the top and lacing down the |

waist-line and the other staltmg from the |

ways be retained by friction, thus avoiding
the objectionable knot in tymg the laces,
but I provide additional spring-clips into
which the free ends are finally engaged.

The following is a descuptlon of whatI con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

The accompanying drawi mgs form a part of

{ this specification.

Figure 1 is a front view of the corset in
place on a form and properly laced with ends
received in the spring-clips. = Fig. 2 is a cor-

| responding back view. Fig. 3is a face" view,
and Fig. 4 an edge view, of the sSpring- -clip on

a larﬂ’er scale. Fig. 5 is a back view corre-
spondmg to Fig. 2, showing a modification.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spondmg parts in all the figures where they
appear.

A'and B are the two halves of a corset; A’,
B, &ec., the line of eyelets extended ap and
down near the back edge, and D and E the
two laces, one, D, commencing at the top of
the back and interlaced down to the last eye-

interlacing up to the eyelets next below the

sald waist- lme

A? and B* are the front steels, which may
be in all respects like those in ordinary cor-

sets, but preferablyenough wider, especially

at the mid-height, to a,llow forthe weakemnﬂ'
due to the 1nsert10n of the eyelets, which form
a distinguishing feature of this invention.

The steels are set in the fabric of the parts
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‘E,commencing at the bottom of the back and -
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A and B in the ordinary manner and are
eqmpped with clasps A? and studs B3, which
may be in all respects of the ordmary de-
scription and serve in the usual manner, ex-
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of the laces.
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cept as hereinafter detailed. A little above [ slack at the bacik, and then the ordinary ma.-

the waist-line C on these front steels I insert |

eyelets A* and B*, and a little below, prefer-
ably corresponding to the distance apart of
the corresponding eyelets adjacent to the
waist-line at the back, I insert another pair
of eyelets A° B°. Theseeyelets extend through
the fabric of the corset and also the steels.
Assuming the corset to have been left with

the lacing loosened to about the ordinary ex- |
tent after its last use and to have the upper |
lacing extended loosely outside and around |

to the front on each side and passed inward
through the corresponding front eyelets A*
B4 the corset is placed on the person with
the back in the correct position and the front
edges are brought together only at the top
and only the top clasp A’ and stud B° are en-
caged together. Next the ends of the laces
are extended across the inverted-V-shaped

‘interval between the front edges, and each

end is passed outward through the corre-
sponding eyelet in the opposite edge.
sooun as all four of the ends are thus passed
across and outward through the proper eye-

lets, each eyelet carrying two laces coming |

from opposite directions, the lady simply
pulls strongly to the right and left on ail four
‘The effect is to draw the front
edges together and, what is more especially
important for the purpose, it adjusts the cor-
set to exactly the proper position on the lady
without further effort or care.
should be sufficient and should be continued
long enough to induce rendering of the laces
at the back at and adjacent to the waist-line,
but does notextend to the top and bottom of
the back. The friction at the front is suffi-
cient to hold the laces, and they may be
dropped while the lady secures theremaining
claspsin the ordinary manner. Now the cor-
set is in the correct position; but the upper
and loweredgesare not properly laced. There
remains the ordinary operation of tightening
the several returns of the laces, commencing
at the top, down nearly but not quite to the
already-tightened portion at the waist-line
and commencing at the bottom and tighten-
ing nearly up to the waist-line. This leaves
two slack portions of the respective laces,
but so near the waist-line that on applying
the fingers to the front laces and vigorously
pulling the laces render through the eyelets
near the waist and take up the slack. Now
the corset 1s correctly adjusted and properly
laced, and it remains only to secure the ends
of the laces. FI'riction will serve, as before
stated, to hold them; but I provide an addi-
tional assurance in the form of spring clips
or hooks A® and B° into which the otherwise
free ends of the laces are drawn, and they are

~certain to remain adjusted without requiring

any further attention. |

In disrobing the operation is more like the
ordinary. The laces, being liberated from
the clips, are drawn backward through the

S0 |

The tension |

nipulation with -the fingers distributes the
looseness up and down from the waist-line at
the back, and so soon as the proper amount
of liberty is thus secured the front may be
unclasped, preferably in the reverse order to
that of the clasping, leaving the upper one
holding the garment loosely. Next each lace
is drawn out from its engagement with the
opposite edge of the corset and the front is
left free in the ordinary manner.
top clasp is disengaged and the corset re-
moved. |

Ladies differ widely in their management
of this important article of wearing-apparel;
but many find effort necessary to get the
front of the corset at the proper height on the
person, and when this is attained the result
has not the perfection of which the garment
is capable, the clothing beneath having been
much disturbed and wrinkled. Experiments
indicate that the proper use of this improve-
ment is easily acquired and the certainty and
perfecting of the result amply repays the
sligcht labor of extending the lace ends across
at the front at each donning ot the garment.

It is practicable and many may prefer to

not entirely withdraw the laces which extend
across the front at each disrobing, but simply

to loosen the laces sufficiently by drawing

them backward nearly to thelr ends, and then
the corset is removed by lifting it over the
head or dropping it under the feet. In such
case the reverse operation will be effected in
resuming its use.

Modifications may be made without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing the ad-
vantages of the invention. 'The position of
the clips A® may be varied and the force of
the springs in each may vary within wide
limits. Parts of the invention may be used
without the whole. I can dispense with the
clips. The ends of the laces can be tied, 1if
preferred, in any case; but the wearer will
in most cases be glad to avoid the cumber-
some bunch produced by a knot. The laces
on emerging from the eyelets at the back may
be crossed again, so that the laces emerging
from the right edge of the corset will be led
around on the left side of the lady and the
laces emerging from the left side will be led
around the right side of the lady. " Fig. 5 in-
dicates such modification. In such case the
laces will be rove through the eyelets at the
front in the same manner as before described.

70

75

Then the

30

go

95

100

I0f

I1I0

T15

120

Instead of setting the eyelets A*B*and A°B° -

so that they penetrate the front steels A* and
B* they may be set in the fabric of the corset
adjacent thereto. It is only essential that
they be at or near the front edges of each
half of the corset.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a corset, lacings connecting the back
edges in the ordinary manner extending one
from the top down to the waist-line and an-
other from the bottom up to the waist-line at

oevelets at the front until there is sufficient i the back, thence extending half around the
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exterior of the garment and'inward through I ranged to serve substantially as herein speci-

eyelets near the front edges of the corset, | fied. - |

thence extending each across the front of the In testimony that I claim the invention

corset and out through an eyelet in the oppo- | above set forth I a fix my signature in pres-
5 site edge and fastened at the front, all adapt- - ence of two witnesses.

ed to serve substantially as herein specified.

2. In a corset the eyelets A*B% AS BSin | PATRICK J. MENAHAN.
the front edges in combination with the laces |  Wiftnesses: |
D and E extended therethrough and across | J. B. CLAUTICE,

1o the front, and with the clips A®BS, all ar-| M. F. BoYLE.
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